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 Arviat health centre deemed inadequate
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Lack of space in medical facility impedes proper services, says MLA
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In your court

Comment

Pride is 
alive in 
Rankin Inlet Nuvak Noolook bumps the ball at the season-ending volley-

ball tournament in Rankin Inlet earlier this month. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᓄᑖᒥ 
ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃᑖᖅᑐᖅ

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓂᐱᙵᑕᓕᕆᔩᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑕᖅᓯᔪᑦ ᔫᓯ ᑯᓱᒐᕐᒥ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ 
ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒌᓪᓗ 

ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᑦ
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mis-
takes and run corrections. If  you spot an error in Kivalliq 
News, call (867) 645-3223 and ask to speak to the editor, 
or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction 
or clarification in as soon as we can.
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Housing, infrastructure needs 
heard

Coral Harbour
Aivilik MLA Solomon Malliki told the legislative 

assembly that housing and infrastructure needs were 
high on constituents’ minds in his recent visit to Coral 
Harbour.

“I had the opportunity meet with a number of com-
munity leaders during my visit, including representa-
tives from the hamlet, the district education authority, 
the hunters and trappers organization and the local 
housing authority,” said Malliki through interpretation.

“Mr. Speaker, I heard a number of concerns during 
my discussions, including the need for more housing 
and infrastructure. That was a repeated concern that 
I heard from the community.”

He said he would be raising the concerns his con-
stituents shared.

Fishers impress
Whale Cove

Arviat North-Whale Cove MLA John Main used 
a member’s statement in the legislative assembly to 
congratulate the Whale Cove fishing derbies.

Cecile Panika, who won Rankin Inlet’s cod derby, 
also won Whale Cove’s trout derby with a 40 and 9/16 
inch fish, earning her $8,000.

“She was first, and the other fifth and six place went 
to Arualaaq, who is an Elder but who still was one of 
the winners and who I take great pride in,” said Main 
through interpretation.

In the cod derby, Main congratulated Guy Inuapik 
for catching a 27.5 inch cod, winning $4,500.

“It is cool to see volunteers see the result of their 
hard work as they see the winnings being taken by an 
adoring crowd,” said Main through interpretation. “I 
thank all of the people involved in these local derbies 
that allow our local people to enjoy the great outdoors 
and it provides people with an activity that allows for 
fresh air. I also envy all the people who took part in 
the derbies.”

Fuel costs clarified
Arviat

Previously in the legislative assembly, Community 
and Government Services Minister David Joanasie 
indicated that fuel prices in Arviat could rise due to 
the costs of flying in diesel to the community.

However, Iqaluit-Tasiluk MLA George Hickes asked 
Joanasie to clarify his statement on June 3, saying that 
the revolving fund for the Petroleum Products Division 
and fuel prices get established on a territory-wide basis, 
not community by community, other than Iqaluit.

Joanasie confirmed that any price increases will be 
across the territory, not just in Arviat.

He also said the diesel airlifting in May cost $450,000 
to airlift 400,000 litres from Rankin Inlet, plus anciliary 
services related to the airlift estimated at about $80,000.

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒍᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ

ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 2000-ᒥ, ᓄᓇᓕᒃ 
1,899-ᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖃᖅᑎᒋᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᔮᓐ ᒪᐃᓐ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᔫᓐ 3-ᒥ.

ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒋᑦ 2020-ᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓈᓴᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᑦ, ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᐃᓄᖃᓕᖅᑐᖅ 2,918−ᓂᒃ.

“ᑕᒡᕙ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᒋᖃᑕᐅᔭᕋ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᑉᓗᖓ ᐃᓂᖃᙱᓗᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖅ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᒪᐃᓐ ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑎᒍᑦ.

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᓂᒋᐊᓂ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎ ᔫ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐊᐱᖅᓱᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓᓄᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓇᔭᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓴᓇᓗᑎᒃ 
ᓄᑖᒥᒃ.

“ᖃᐅᔨᒪᒐᒪ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᖕᒪᑦ, ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᓂᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᒪᑦ, ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᙱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐱᔨᑦᓯᕋᑦᑎᐊᕈᒪᒐᓗᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᑕᖃᙱᖦᖢᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᓂ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᒥᑭᓗᐊᖅᑐᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑦ.

ᒪᐃᓐ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᒡᒎᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᑦ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ ᑕᑯᒋᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐅᖕᒪᑕ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔭᕆᐊᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ ᑐᓗᖅᑕᕈᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ.

ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒦᒻᒪᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖁᐊᔭᕐᓇᖅᓯᕙᒃᖢᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ, ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᐃᑎᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᕙᒃᖢᑎᒃ.

“ᐃᒪᓐᓇᐃᒐᔪᒃᑐᑦ ᑎᒥᒥᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕈᑎᓖᑦ ᒪᐅᔭᕋᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᔪᓕᓲᑦ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑦ.

ᐊᐱᕆᑉᓗᓂᓗ ᐊᖏᓂᖓ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᒃᐸᑦ, 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕈᑎᖃᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᐃᕐᓂᓱᒃᓰᕝᕕᒃᑖᕈᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒍ.

“ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᖓ ᓄᑕᖅᑭᐅᕐᓂᖅᓴᒻᒪᕆᐊᓘᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᖓᓂ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑦ.

ᒪᐃᓐ ᑭᐅᑉᓗᓂ, “ᐸᕐᓇᐃᓇᔭᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᐊᖏᓪᓕᒋᐊᖁᓗᒍ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᖁᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐴᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᐃᕐᓂᓱᒃᓰᕝᕕᖃᖁᑉᓗᒍ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑦ.”

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓕᑕᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ “ᒪᓕᒃᖢᒍ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᐊᖏᓂᖓ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᕐᓂᐊᖑᔪᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ, ᐃᓱᒪᓇᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᕐᓂᓱᒃᓰᕝᕕᒃᑖᕆᐊᖃᕋᔭᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᓕᐅᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᑲᔪᓯᓐᓂᖅᐸᑦ.”

ᓴᕕᑲᑖᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᔪᕉᖅ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᖢᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᖃᖁᓕᖅᖢᒍ ᓄᓇᓕᒃ.

“ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᔭᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᑎᑭᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑦ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᓄᑦ 
ᑎᑭᓯᒪᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᓲᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᓕᒃᐸᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᒪᐃᓐ 
ᑐᓵᔨᒃᑯᑦ. “ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᒡᕙ ᓅᑲᑕᒃᑎᑉᐸᒃᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᖅᐳᑦ. ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᖏᑦᑕ ᐊᒥᓲᓂᖏᑦ ᓈᒻᒪᓲᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᓄᒃᑎᑲᑕᒃᐸᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᖃᓲᑦ. ᓇᔭᙳᐊᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᔨᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒋᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᒥᔪᒍᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᓗᐊᕈᓐᓇᙱᑕᕋ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᖓ, ᐅᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔩ, ᓄᑖᒥᒃ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᒥᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃᑖᕈᓐᓇᕈᑉᑕ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ.”

ᐃᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᓕᕐᓗᑕ ᐊᖏᓪᓕᕚᓕᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃᐳᑦ 

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᑲᑕᓗᐊᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓃᕋᔭᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᔭᙳᐊᕆᔭᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑎᑭᑦᑐᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᓕᕐᓗᓂ ᐃᖢᐊᖅᓴᐃᔨᓂᒃ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

Arviat’s health centre was built in 2000, back when the com-
munity had a population of around 1,899, said Minister of 
Health John Main in the legislative assembly June 3.

According to the 2020 census, the current population of 
Arviat is 2,918.

“This is one of my concerns as a minister with the lack of 
space,” said Main through interpretation.

Arviat South MLA Joe Savikataaq posed questions to the 
health minister about options to expand the current health 
centre or build a new one.

“As I know the minister is aware, the health centre in Arviat 
lacks enough space, is entirely inadequate to provide proper 
services and lacks the diagnostic rooms for each nurse or they 
are too small,” said Savikataaq through interpretation.

Main said the Department of Health is looking into this but 
that there are competing responsibilities and the budget is an 
obstacle at the moment.

Savikataaq mentioned that the facility is in a high area and 
gets slippery in winter, making it difficult to access for people 
who are disabled.

“Oftentimes people who are disabled have problems trudging 
the snow,” he said through interpretation.

He went on to ask if  the building size were increased, if  
there would be consideration given to having a birthing centre 
included.

“As I know, there are more children being born in Arviat 
compared to the community of Rankin Inlet,” said Savikataaq 
through interpretation.

Main replied, “The plan would be to have an increase in size, 
and we tried to include a birthing centre to be approved but it 
was not approved.”

However, he went on to say through interpretation that this 
was an area recognized by the department and “due to the 
size of the community with the rates of births in Arviat, you 
would think a birthing centre would be included if  the project 
did proceed.”

Savikataaq said he hopes to see an increase in nurses and to 
have a physician in place in the community.

“As far as I understand it, Arviat has nurses that come in for 
a time, and (it) varies in each community and it’s based on the 
population,” said Main through interpretation. “That is how 
we distribute our nurses. Some communities have an adequate 
number of nurses and some communities have transient nurses. 
We also look to agencies, but I cannot really speak to that at 
the moment, but what I can say, Mr. Speaker, is a new or larger 
health centre is something we support.”

Having adequate space with an expanded health centre would 
assist with retaining and bringing on additional healthcare 
professionals, he said.

John Main, minister of health, said the existing health centre in Arviat was built at a time the community’s population was 1,899. 
Today, it’s nearly 3,000 and the health centre is seen as lacking space. Trevor Wright/NNSL file photo

ᔮᓐ ᒪᐃᓐ, ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒋᔭᐅᔪᕉᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 1,899-ᓂᒃ. ᐅᑉᓗᒥ, 3,000-ᖃᔭᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐃᓂᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓕᖅᖢᓂ. ᑐᕆᕗ ᐅᐊᐃᑦ/
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕐᓂᑯᖓ

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat

Samuel 
Arualak with 
one of the trout 
fish he caught. 
He won 3 prizes 
in Whale Cove’s 
2022 Fishing 
derby. Photo 
courtesy of 
Pamela Perez 
Arualak
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ᓂᒡᓕᓇᐃᓐᓇᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ
ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᑯᓂ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᒐᒥᒃ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᖕᒥ

ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑦ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᑎᑭᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ.

“ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓵᕐᔪᒃ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ, 
ᓄᑖᒥᓗ ᐃᓂᖃᓕᖅᖢᓂ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᓇᑖᓴ ᓂᐱᓴ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᑉ 
Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐃᖕᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᓇᔨᖏᑦ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᒪᐃ 30-ᒥ.

ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ 
ᓄᑕᐅᙱᓗᐊᓕᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ, ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
1960-ᖏᓐᓂᒃ. ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᑖᖅ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᒃ ᐱᐊᓂᒃᓯᒪᓕᖅᑑᒃ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑎᑭᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓ ᐅᖓᓯᒃᓯᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ.

ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ ᒪᕐᕉᓕᖓᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖁᓕᕈᐊᖏᑦ ᑎᑭᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ 
ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᑕᖅᐳᑦ.

“ᖁᓕᕈᐊᖏᑦ ᐃᓕᐅᖅᑲᑕᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ ᒫᑦᓯᒥ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓂᐱᓴ.

ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓲᖅ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ, ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᑦ 
ᓂᐅᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᖁᐊᖑᑎᑉᐸᒃᖢᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓐᓇᒋᑦ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

“ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᓄᑖᒥᒃ 
ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃᑕᖃᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᑕ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᓂᐱᓴ.

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᑐᕉᖅ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒡᓗ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᖁᐊᖃᐅᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᑕ.

After nearly two years without, Whale Cove 
finally has its new community freezer.

“It’s just a little bit bigger than our previous one, 
and it’s in a new location as well,” said Natasha 
Nipisar, community economic development officer 
for the Hamlet of Whale Cove.

She and other hamlet staff held a grand opening 
for the freezer on May 30.

The old freezer was well past its due date, hav-
ing been built in the 1960s. Funding through the 
Department of  Economic Development and 
Transportation for the new freezer was approved 
two years ago, but a delay in shipping held up its 
opening.

The freezer had come in two pieces initially but 
was missing all of the shelving to make it usable.

“We finally got the shelving installed back in 
March,” said Nipisar.

The freezer is used by locals and also the fish 
plant, where community members sell their fish 
and keep them frozen before being shipped to 
Rankin Inlet.

“It’s a big thing for the community with the new 
freezer,” said Nipisar.

She thanked the Department of Economic De-
velopment and Transportation for the funding to 
make the cold storage site possible.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Whale Cove

ᒪᓚᐃᔭ ᒥᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᑲᒪᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᓂᕿᓂᒃ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᑖᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ.

Malaiyah Milortok minds the food during the opening of the new community freezer. Photo courtesy of Natasha Nipisar

ᑲᑎᒪᔨ ᓕᓄᑦ ᑏᓇᖅ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᑖᖅ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᒃ ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᒪᐃ 30-ᒥ.

Coun. Leonard Teenar hosts the grand opening of the new com-
munity freezer in Whale Cove May 30. Photo courtesy of Natasha 
Nipisar

ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᑦ ᐃᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᑖᒧᑦ ᖁᐊᖅᓯᐅᕝᕕᐊᓗᖕᒧᑦ ᑕᑯᒋᐊᖅᖢᓂᔾᔪᒃ

Community members head into the new freezer to check it out. Photo cour-
tesy of Natasha Nipisar
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On schedule, not necessarily on budget

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓ ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᕆᕗᖅ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᓂ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᐅᔪᒥ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᑕ 
ᐃᓇᖏᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ 
ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ, 
ᐊᒃᓱᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ.

“ᐊᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᒪᓕᖕᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑖᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᑲᔪᓯᓇᓱᐊᕋᓱᖕᓂᐊᖅᐳᒍᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑕᐃᕕᒃ ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ, ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ, ᑐᑭᓕᐊᖑᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᒪᐃ 30−ᒥ.

“ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒃᓴᓂ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᕗᖅ.”

ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᕿᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᒃᑲᓐᓂᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐱᖓᓱᓪᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅᐅᑉ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ 
ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᓂ, ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔪᒥ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᐅᔪᓄᓪᓗ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖓ ᑕᑯᕙᒃᑐᒥ.

ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒍᓂ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᕆᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ.

ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᐃᕕᓕᖕᒥ 
ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᒥ ᓵᓚᒪᓐ ᒪᓕᑭᒧᑦ, ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᒥ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᒫᔾᔨᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᑖᓂ 
ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᒥ.

“ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᒪᑐᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᐃ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐸᓗᐊᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᓕᑭ. “ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᕗᖅ 
ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ. 
ᐅᓪᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᐃᒃᓯᕚᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ, 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖃᑎᖃᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᓕᖕᒥ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᐸ 
ᑭᓱᓂᒃ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᕝᕕᖓ ᕿᓂᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᓯᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ?”

ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ, ᐊᑭᑐᔫᑎᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᑯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᕝᕙᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑭᓂᑦ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᐅᑉ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᓂ. ᐅᓇ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖕᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
75-25 ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ 

ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ.
ᒪᓕᑭ ᐊᐱᕆᓕᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ 

ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑭᖏᓐᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑖᕋᓱᐊᖅᑐᓂ, ᑭᓱᓕᒫᑦ 
ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕆᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᕿᔫᒍᓂ, ᓴᕕᕋᔭᐅᒍᓂ, 
ᑭᓱᔨᒫᑦᑎᐊᑲᓴᑦ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᓇᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑭᑐᔫᑎᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ,” 
ᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᑐᓵᔨᖃᖅᖢᓂ. 
“ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑭᖓᓂ 
ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ.”

The Rankin Inlet airport terminal building 
replacement project is on schedule, at least.

“It is on schedule and we’re going to try 
to proceed with that,” said David Akeea-
gok, minister of  economic development and 
transportation, through interpretation in the 
legislative assembly May 30.

“Whether it is on budget is another matter.”
His department is in talks with Transport 

Canada to seek more funding for the project, 
which is set to more than triple the size of 
Rankin Inlet’s airport terminal building, 
accommodating for the high amount of  air 
traffic and layovers the Kivalliq capital sees.

Once the department has figured out how 
to get more funds, Akeeagok said he will 
report back to the house.

He was responding to questions from Aivi-
lik MLA Solomon Malliki, who also asked 
about the request for tender issued in March 
this year for construction of  new airport 
terminal buildings in Naujaat, Chesterfield 
Inlet and Whale Cove.

“The tender closed in early May,” said Mal-
liki. “Information published by the govern-
ment indicates that a total of  five bids were 
submitted. During last Friday’s sitting of  the 
legislative assembly, the minister indicated 
that his department is currently ‘in deep dis-
cussions’ with Transport Canada concerning 
the tender. Can the minister clarify what spe-
cific support his department is seeking from 
Transport Canada in respect to the tender?”

Akeeagok responded that throughout Can-
ada, capital projects are seeing escalating 
costs after Covid. That is driving discussions 
with federal partners, he said, because of  the 
75-25 partnership the two levels of  govern-
ments have on building those new airport 
terminal buildings.

Malliki then asked for specificity about 
the factors that are increasing bid prices for 

The Rankin Inlet airport terminal building is progressing on schedule, but not necessarily on budget, said Minister of Economic Development and Transportation David Akeeagok in the legis-
lative assembly. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᑦᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᖓᓂ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒃᓴᓂ ᒪᓕᑦᑎᐊᙱᓐᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᐃᕕᑦ ᐊᕿᐊᕈᖅ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Kivalliq airport terminal building projects.
“With all the bids, everything has gone 

up, whether it is lumber, metal, just about 
every piece of  it, including labour, as they’re 

having a difficult time finding labour to do 
their capital projects,” responded Akeeagok 
through interpretation. “There are a number 
of  factors that are driving the price up.”
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Grad season 
upon us
Hope not lost for those less academically able

Grad season has hit the Kival-
liq and one can’t help but praise 
the hard work and dedication 
students have put in to achieve 
their dreams and pass a major 
milestone in life.

Whether it’s a high school 
grad, elementary school or 
college, marking the end of 
one chapter and beginning of 
another is always a big time in 
our lives.

It is beautiful to watch family 
and supporters come out and 
share in the grads’ moment.

At the same time, doing well in school is 
not the be all and end all for life trajectory.

If  you want to be a teacher, you should 
probably have been good in school; if  you 
want to be a doctor, it would be best for 
everyone if  you took a bunch of specialized 
courses; but not all skills are found in class-
rooms, and in many industries, deliverable 
skills outweigh paper achievements.

Take this one, journalism. No one needs to 
go to school to find a career in journalism. 
The job is very much a hands-on learning 
experience.

Some of our high school graduates are 
going to college or university, and they de-
serve to be celebrated. They are doing big 
things in their lives and we should all keep 
an eye on the people they become and roles 
they find in the world.

Others might have barely passed high 
school or may have dropped out previously. 
That doesn’t mean they are any less capable. 

In the randomness of life, I’d be 
willing to bet the biggest young 
star here has not had the pret-
tiest story so far – some future 
YouTube sensation who isn’t 
great at school but has a talent 
for capturing eyes.

One of the biggest differenti-
ating factors between people is 
not inherent smarts, but motiva-
tion. We are fortunate to experi-
ence an economy that allows us 
to monetize our talents, even if  
they are outside of the box.

In my personal experience, 
I went to school for editing 
and publishing certificates, but 

found photography by accident while start-
ing my career as a reporter more than a de-
cade ago. Years later, and it became my most 
valuable skill.

In communications, it set me apart from 
my peers – almost all of whom had four-
year degrees, and I didn’t – and made me 
a desired candidate above other job appli-
cants. The best career decisions I’ve ever 
made were to follow passions that I didn’t 
realize were career decisions at the time.

At the same time, we need people pas-
sionate about academic skills for society to 
function. The ones graduating Nunavut Arc-
tic College and similar post-secondary pro-
grams are providing those roles in the world. 
It’s a beautiful thing how society takes all 
types to sustain itself.

Graduating is a tremendous achievement. 
It’s also not the only road forward. Congrat-
ulations to the grads and to anyone pursuing 
a dream.

Northern News Services

STEWART
BURNETT

Backpacks for all

Victor Sammurtok School teacher Glen Brocklebank poses as cool as possible with a 
whole ton of backpacks donated to students before the end of the school year. The 
backpacks were part of a gift campaign from the Facebook group Northern Canada 
Mini Projects, which is a group of southerners who love sending presents to the 
North. They also mailed backpacks to Whale Cove, Kimmirut, Taloyoak, Kugluktuk 
and more. Photo courtesy of Cindy Dhillon
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Courage to be yourself
Rankin Inlet Pride parade growing ‘exponentially’

For Chase Irniruluk Powell, being part of 
the Pride parade is about showing that it’s 
okay to be ‘out.’

“In the past we haven’t had much exposure 
to he LGBTQ2S community, so there are a lot 
of people who are very shy to it, very against it, 
so our goal was to gather as much Rankinmiut 
and guests as we could and to show that we’re 
proud of who we are and that its okay to be 
out as part of the LGBT community,” said 
Powell, who’s lived in Rankin Inlet since 2007.

“I think we’ve done that today. We’ve had 
so many people here who are proud to show 
their support, so many people who are openly 
out as gay or trans or whatever.”

Roughly 70 people attended the parade on a 
very hot and sunny Saturday, June 11. That’s 
more than double last year’s parade, as support 
is growing ‘exponentially’ according to Powell.

Powell, who is openly gay, said joining the 
Pride committee was about inspiring other 
people to be who they are.

“In this community, in this day and age 
you can be whoever you are,” he said. “You 
shouldn’t be afraid of  what other people 
think.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

When Powell first started expressing him-
self  through the use of makeup and how he 
dressed, he got backlash from some people 
in the community.

“But now when I go out, it’s very nor-
malized, with me personally,” said Powell. 
“People aren’t staring as much as they used 
to, people aren’t saying comments as much 
as they used to. I can definitely feel a big 
change toward the better with the scene in 
Rankin Inlet.”

His philosophy for people who don’t like his 

Facebook posts or the way he looks: “That’s 
your opinion, that’s up to you to deal with, 
I’m going to be me.”

When asked what advice he would give 
someone who is not comfortable being out 
yet, Powell said the biggest thing is just the 
passage of time.

“My advice is it feels difficult right now and 
it feels scary right now, but with time comes 
perfection,” he said. “You’ll find the courage, 
you’ll find the people you’re comfortable with. 
Honestly, it’s kind of like a waiting game.”

Participants in Rankin Inlet’s Pride walk gather for a photo Saturday, June 11. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Roughly 70 people of all ages took part in the Pride 
walk in Rankin Inlet. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Andrew Nordman shoots a bub-
ble gun at the camera. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Chase Irniruluk Powell speaks during the introduction 
to the Pride walk. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Senna Oolooyuk helps lead 
the Pride parade through 
Rankin Inlet. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Rhea Eecherk waves Pride flags during the walk. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo
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Arviat not at the top of the list for 
power plant replacements
Minister hopes preplanning to replace 1971 facility begins within the next couple of years

Arviat will be getting a power plant replacement, but it’s 
not first in line among Nunavut communities.

“The power plant for replacement for Arviat is going to 
be worked on,” said Craig Simailak, minister responsible 
for the Qulliq Energy Corporation, in response to questions 
from Arviat South MLA Joe Savikataaq in the legislative 
assembly June 8.

“As he (Savikataaq) has just mentioned, there are a few 
communities ahead of Arviat, so it’s unfortunate for his com-
munity, but I believe the planning for the Arviat power plant 
is coming up and should be within the next couple of years 
at least for the preplanning.”

Savikataaq said the Arviat power plant was constructed in 
1971 and noted that QEC’s corporate plan currently shows 
that the corporation is working on the design and construction 
of power plants in Cambridge Bay, Chesterfield Inlet, Gjoa 
Haven and Kugaaruk.

He asked Simailak how QEC determines its power plant 
replacement schedule.

“There are a couple of  different factors that come into 
play,” said Simailak. “One of them is the age of the facility 
and if  the community is undergoing a massive expansion, 
the corporation would have to take a serious look at if  the 
community will need a power plant replacement sooner or if  
the generator set can be upgraded instead with a bigger unit 
to accommodate the community’s needs of demand power.”

Like with his comments on the Arviat health centre, Sa-
vikataaq pointed to the growth in Arviat over the decades, 
saying the town’s population has possibly tripled since the 
power plant was first constructed.

“I’m aware that there have been upgrades to it since it was 
made, but I believe it is time to get a new one that’s more 

Chesterfield Inlet is slated to get a new power plant in the next few years, as the old one, seen here, is aging and decaying. 
Arviat South MLA Joe Savikataaq inquired in the legislative assembly about the timeline of a new power plant for his commu-
nity, but no guarantees were made. File photo courtesy of Qulliq Energy Corporation

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat

fuel efficient, better for the environment and quieter,” said 
Savikataaq.

Chesterfield Inlet’s power plant is slated for completion in 
2026. Part of the funding for that is coming from the federal 
government’s $175 million Arctic Energy Fund.

Savikataaq asked Simailak to confirm which applications 
have been submitted to that fund, which ones approved and 

which ones denied.
Simailak responded that he would have to get back with full 

information, but that Kugluktuk, Cambridge Bay and Iglulik 
were approved, with Gjoa Haven, Kugaaruk and Chesterfield 
Inlet “on the radar.”

The Chesterfield Inlet project is currently being reviewed 
by the Utility Rates Review Council.
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One last 
tournament
Laura Gauthier Memorial event this fall

The Laura Gauthier Memorial Volleyball 
Committee held a season-ending tournament 
on the new flooring at the Agnico Eagle Arena 
June 3-4.

Skoden came out on top in the women’s 
division, followed by Shotgun and Jr. Girls. 

On the men’s side, The Squad took first place, 
followed by I’d Hit That, Rankin Falcons 
and Fireballs.

Soccer turf  was set to replace the volley-
ball courts for summer, so it was a good last 
weekend for players to test out how the game 
plays in the new arena.

More details will be released on the regional 
Laura Gauthier Memorial Volleyball Tour-
nament as fall approaches.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Gianna Kaludjak serves it for the junior girls. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Kailee Karlik and Loren Kaludjak collide. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Nuvak Noolook bumps the ball. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Jose Kusugak 
honoured with 
Canada Post stamp

A new Canada Post stamp honouring Jose 
Kusugak was set to be unveiled in Rankin 
Inlet Tuesday, June 14.

The stamp recognizes the Inuit activist, lin-
guist and broadcaster who played a critical 
role in the efforts that led to the creation of 
Nunavut. Kusugak lived from 1950-2011.

“He dedicated his life to raising aware-
ness of  Inuit identity and issues in Can-
ada, as well as promoting and preserving 

Inuit language and culture, and coined the 
phrase ‘First Canadians, Canadians First’ 
to describe his people,” wrote Canada Post 
in a news release.

Kusugak’s stamp is part of  a collection 
honouring three Indigenous leaders set to 
release on National Indigenous Peoples Day 
June 21. The other recipients are Harry Dan-
iels and Chief  Marie-Anne Day.

The event was set to take place at the Ag-
nico Eagle Arena with relatives and officials 
in attendance, after the print deadline for 
this edition of  Kivalliq News. See a full 
story next week.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

This stamp honouring Jose Kusugak will be released on National Indigenous People’s Day 
June 21. Image courtesy of Canada Post
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