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Geela Saviakjuk points to the crowd as one of the 
graduates from Nunavut Arctic College in Rankin Inlet 
Tuesday, June 7. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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Levinia Brown recognized 
by University of Manitoba
Trailblazer receives honourary Doctor of Laws

You’ll have to refer to her as Dr. Levinia 
Nuqaqlaak Brown now.

The first woman mayor of Rankin Inlet 
and former deputy premier, still residing in 
the Kivalliq capital, received an honourary 
Doctor of Law degree from the University 
of Manitoba Friday, June 10.

“I never expected to receive such a huge 
honour,” said Brown after travelling home 
from the award ceremony. “It is wonderful, 

and it is a such a big pride to hold that I 
have this honourary doctorate degree in 
law.”

She thanked the university.
“When I first heard about it, it was such a 

surprise that I had a hard time absorbing it 
or taking it in,” said Brown. “Once it sunk 
in to me, I was on Cloud 9. I just couldn’t 
believe that I was one of those selected for 
an honourary doctorate degree.”

Besides politics, Brown held a long ca-
reer in education, including being the first 
chairperson of the Keewatin Regional Ed-
ucation Authority. She was also recognized 

by the university for her work as a member 
of the National Centre for Truth and Recon-
ciliation’s Governing Circle and devoting 
herself to the development and promotion 
of community capacity building, especially 
regarding health and social services.

“Levinia Brown exudes determination,” 
said Dr. Catherine Cook, Vice-President 
(Indigenous), in her speech at the convo-
cation ceremony.

“She’s a leader, a trailblazer, an educator. 
She’s a role model and an advisor. When 
she sees a problem, she puts her hand up 
to help.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Levinia Brown and Dr. Michael Benarrow, president and 
vice-chancellor of the University of Manitoba, pose for a 
photo after Brown was awarded an honourary doctorate 
of law by the university. University of Manitoba/Mike 
Latchislaw photo

Levinia Brown speaks during the Spring 2022 convocation 
after receiving her honourary law doctorate. University of 
Manitoba/Mike Latchislaw photo
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes 
and run corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, 
call (867) 645-3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email 
kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø 

ÖéÍ≤ú áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò 
Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  
íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî 
Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, 
Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî Çflˆ kivalliqnews@
nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î ∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü 
áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.
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Police calls on the rise
Rankin Inlet

According to Rankin Inlet RCMP Sgt. Benjamin 
Comley, May was the busiest month of the year so far 
for the detachment.

“We saw an increase in call volume in almost every 
area,” wrote Comley in his monthly report to hamlet 
council.

In May, the RCMP responded to 243 calls for ser-
vices, resulting in 25 criminal charges. At least 126 
of those calls had alcohol as a factor and 52 detainees 
were lodged.

“Since the opening of the beer and wine store, we 
have seen an increase of calls from the previous year 
by 13 per cent,” wrote Comley, adding that the lifting 
of Covid restrictions and mild spring weather may be 
playing a role in those numbers too.

For the first time in 2022, the RCMP reported receiving 
three calls under the Controlled Drug and Substances 
Act. There were 74 calls for mischief, 48 for assault, 
six for sexual assault or offences, four for impaired 
operation of a motor vehicle, 22 for disturbing the peace 
and 17 for the Mental Health Act.

As of the end of May, the Rankin Inlet detachment 
had received 842 calls for service in 2022.

Small craft harbours pursued
Coral Harbour, Naujaat, Chesterfield Inlet

The Department of Fisheries and Oceans is working 
on an engineering feasibility study for a new small craft 
harbour in Chesterfield Inlet, as well as planning to 
undertake similar studies in Naujaat and Coral Harbour.

Rankin Inlet North-Chesterfield Inlet MLA Alexander 
Sammurtok said in the legislative assembly June 13 that 
the project could strengthen the local fishing industry 
and economic development opportunities.

“Information published by the department indicates 
that a number of baseline studies are planned for this 
summer’s open water season,” said Sammurtok, adding 
that the timeline for that work indicated the feasibility 
study would be completed and submitted in March 2023.

He also referenced a 2019 announcement from the 
federal government that Canada intends to create a new 
Oceans Act Marine Protected Area in the vicinity of 
Southampton Island and Chesterfield Inlet.

“I urge all parties to consult fully with the community 
on these initiatives,” said Sammurtok.

Aivilik MLA Solomon Malliki also used a member’s 
statement that same day to note that the small craft 
harbour projects in Naujaat and Coral Harbour were 
planned for feasibility studies as well.

“These projects are good news for the communities 
that I represent,” he said through interpretation.

ᑲᑎᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ
ᑕᑯᒋᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑲᑎᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᕗᓕ 

ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉᓗ ᑐᒃᑐᖏᑦᑕ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ

ᑲᑎᓪᓚᑦᑖᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᓐᓃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ 
ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᑳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓪᓗ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᕗᓕ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᑐᒃᑐᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋ ᐅᐃᓂᐲᒃᒥ 
ᒪᐃᒥ.

ᑲᑎᒪᔩᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᙶᖅᑐᑦ, 
ᐃᖅᑭᓕᖕᓂᙶᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᓪᓚᖓᔪᓂᒡᓗ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᖏᓪᓗ ᓇᓂᓗᒃᑖᖅ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᓕᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᕗᓕ ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉᓗ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ, 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥᙶᓲᑦ, ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥᓗ, ᒪᓂᑑᐸᒥᓗ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓴᔅᑳᑦᑐᐊᓐᒥ.

ᓯᑖᓐᓕ ᐋᒡᔪᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ. ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓗᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒡᒎᖅ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓪᓗ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔾᔫᒥᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 
ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑐᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

“ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᓕᕐᒪᑕ 
ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 1990-ᒥ ᐅᑉᓗᒥᒧᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐋᒡᔪᒃ, ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ 
ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᕈᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᖅᑳᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓚᕚᓪᓕᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᖕᒥᔪᒡᒎᖅ.

“ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᑦᑐᑑᖃᑦᑕᙱᒻᒪᑕ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᐅᔪᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ ᑎᕐᓕᐊᓲᑦ 
ᑐᒃᑐᑲᑕᒃᖢᑎᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᖏᓐᓂᒃ. 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᒍᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᓴᐳᓐᓂᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᒪᖔᑉᑕ ᑐᒃᑐᓂᒃ.”

ᐊᒪᕈᐃᑦ, ᐊᒃᖤᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᕝᕕᑦ 
ᑎᕐᓕᐊᖅᑎᐅᖕᒪᑕ ᑐᒃᑐᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ. ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᖃᖅᓯᒪᖕᒥᔪᖅ 
ᑐᒃᑐᑦ ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᕈᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖏᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᔮᓐ ᐊᑕᒥᓲᔅᑭ, ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᖅ 
ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᕗᓕ 
ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐊᖑᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᒥᒎᖅ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 
ᓅᑲᑕᖕᓂᕆᕙᒃᑕᖏᑦ ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᕙᖕᒪᑕ 
ᑐᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᒥᓱᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕆᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ. 
ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᑐᒃᑐᖏᑦ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
288,000-ᖑᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
2017-ᒥ ᐱᕗᓕ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᖏᑦ 
103,000-ᒦᓐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᑉᓗᑎᒃ 2018-ᒥ.

“ᐊᑉᖁᑎᓕᐅᕌᖓᑉᑕ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᖁᑎᕐᔪᐊᓂᒃ ᓅᑲᑕᒍᓐᓃᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ, 
ᑐᒃᑐᓪᓗ ᖃᑉᓯᙳᕋᔭᕐᓂᖏᑦ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐸᒃᖢᑎᒃ ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐊᓯᖓᑦᑕᖅ ᐃᖢᐊᖏᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᒪᐃᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᐅᕙᒃᑐᑦ.

ᑎᔅᒥᓐ ᓯᐃᓯ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᓵᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅᓯᐃᓯ ᐃᖅᑭᓖᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑭᓕᐅᖃᑎᒌᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᑐᑐᓕ ᓖᒃᒥ, 
ᒪᓂᑑᐸᒥ, ᑲᑎᒪᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᕉᖅ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᑦᑎᑎᒋᖕᒪᖔᑕ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᒥᓂᒃ.

“ᐊᒥᓲᖕᒪᑕ ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ, 
ᐃᓱᒪᔪᖓᓕ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᓐᓇᓱᒐᔭᕈᑉᑎᒍᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᓇᔭᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᑲᔫᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᒃᑰᓂᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᑎᒍᑦ.

“ᑲᑎᒫᓂᖕᒪᑕ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒪᓕᖅᑐᖓ 
ᑐᒃᑐᑦ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᕙᖓ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᒻᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑭᓕᐅᑉᓗᖓ. ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᑭᙳᑎᒃᑲᓄᑦ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑐᒪᔭᒃᑲ ᒪᒃᑯᖕᓂᖅᓴᓄᓪᓗ ᑕᑯᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑭᒃᑰᖕᒪᖔᑉᑕ − ᒪᓕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᓂᒃ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᒍᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᓂᒃ 
ᓴᐳᓐᓂᐊᖅᖢᒋᓪᓗ.”

They hadn’t met in person for nearly 

Stanley Adjuk represents the Kivalliq Wildlife Board on the Beverly and 
Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board, which met in person in early May for 
the first time since 2019. The herds’ populations have been on a slow decline since 
the 1990s. Photo courtesy of Stanley Adjuk

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Kivalliq

ᓯᑖᓐᓕ ᐋᒡᔪᒃ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐱᕗᓕ ᖃᒪᓂᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᑐᒃᑐᖁᑎᖏᑦᑎᒍᑦ, ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ, ᑲᑎᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᑲᑎᒪᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᒪᐃ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 2019-ᒥ ᐅᑉᓗᒥᒧᑦ. ᑖᑉᑯᐊ ᑐᒃᑐᑦ 
ᖃᑉᓰᓐᓇᕈᕆᐊᖅᓯᒪᓕᕐᒪᑕ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 1990-ᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᖢᒍ.

three years due to the pandemic, but the 
importance of Elder and youth connections 
came through clearly when the Beverly and 
Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board 
(BQCMB) finally gathered in Winnipeg 
this past May.

The group brings together members from 
Inuit, Dene and Metis communities, as well 
as government representatives from across 
the range of the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq 
barren-ground herds, which cover area in 
Nunavut, the Northwest Territories, Man-
itoba and Saskatchewan.

Stanley Adjuk sits on the board for the 
Kivalliq Wildlife Board. He said discus-
sions focused on getting Elders and youth 
to connect on caribou use, teaching the 
younger generation proper hunting and 
making sure the herds’ populations are 
healthy.

“It’s been on a slow decline since the 
‘90s,” Adjuk said, adding that the herds 
have ebbed and flowed in the past.

“It’s not just the human population killing 
the caribou. It’s also the predators that 
are killing the caribou, which we know 
of in our area. There’s been some talks 
about how we can try to protect the car-
ibou more.”

Wolves, grizzly bears and wolverines 
are prime predators of the caribou, he said. 
Also affecting the populations is a loss of 
caribou habitat from development.

Jan Adamczewski, who represents the 
Government of Northwest Territories on 
the BQCMB, stated in a news release that 
the tundra herds’ migratory lifestyle is what 
allows them to reach their massive sizes. 
The Qamanirjuaq herd was last estimated 
at 288,000 animals in 2017 while the Bev-
erly herd stood at approximately 103,000 
in 2018.

“When we build roads and other infra-
structure that start to take away that free-
dom of movement, then the herds’ ability 
to reach those great numbers may be af-
fected,” he stated.

Another issue brought up during the May 
meeting was respectful hunting practices.

Dezmond Sayazie, a recent high school 
graduate from Sayisi Dene First Nation in 
Tadoule Lake, Man., attended the meeting 
and said he hadn’t realized how important 
people’s relationship to the caribou is.

“There’s a lot of addiction in our com-
munities, and I think bringing this way of 
life back to our youth can help with that 
addiction, and help with our identity,” he 
stated in a news release.

“After this meeting, I want to learn more 
about the caribou and about myself as a 
Dene person. I want to bring that up to 
my peers and the younger ones and show 
them that this is who we are – we follow 
the caribou, and we’ve got to respect the 
caribou and protect them.”

Beating the heat
(TO TRANSLATE) The lemonade 
on display. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

A couple of entrepreneurs, Teryn Jones and Lila 
Hunter, are seen selling lemonade cups for $1 
a pop in Rankin Inlet Tuesday, June 14. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo
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ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᑦ
‘ᓄᓇᑖᖑᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᔨᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ’ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᔫᓯ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐅᐱᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓂᐱᙵᑖᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ

ᓇᓕ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐱᖏᒐᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓚᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐅᐃᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ, ᔫᓯ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᙱᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

“ᕿᕕᐊᖅᖢᒍ ᔫᓯ,” ᐃᖅᑲᐃᑉᓗᖓ. “ᐃᓚᒃᑲ 
ᐱᖏᒋᔭᒃᑲ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᔫᓯ ᐱᖏᒍᓱᒃᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ.”

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓂᐊᓕᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᑕᓂ ᑲᑎᑎᑕᐅᒐᒥ ᔫᓯᒧᑦ − ᐃᓚᒥᓂᒃ 
ᑲᒪᔨᓪᓚᑦᑖᖅ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒥᓂᒡᓗ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᓕᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ, ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ Repulse 
Bay-ᓚᔭᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ, 1950-ᒥ, ᔫᓯ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐱᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ ᓴᔅᑳᑦᑐᐊᓐ 
ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᖓᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ, 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐃᑦᓴᕐᓂᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᑯᒍᙳᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᓕᕆᔨᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ 

ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᒋᐊᖅᑎᐅᓕᖅᖢᓂ.
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓪᓚᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑐᑎᑦ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓂᒃ 1970-ᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᖃᑕᐅᑉᓗᓂ, 
ᒪᕐᕉᓕᖓᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕆᐅᖅᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᖃᓕᐅᔮᖅᐸᐃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᓪᓗ.

1971-ᒥ, ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᐱᕇᒃᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᖁᕝᕙᖅᑎᕆᕐᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᑖᕈᑎᒃᓴᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ. 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᓰᐲᓰᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 1980-ᒥ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᓕᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓰᐲᓰᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᔭᒃᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᖁᓕᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᑦ ᐱᖓᓂᖕᒪᑕ, 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᑉᓗᓂ ᓄᑖᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᑕᑯᓐᓇᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ.

1994-ᒥ 2000-ᒧᑦ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᒥᖓᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖃᑕᐅᓯᒪᑉᓗᓂ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᑖᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ.

2000-ᒥ, ᓂᕈᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐱᕇᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. ᑕᐃᑲᙵᑦ 2006-ᒥ ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓕᕆᑉᓗᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᖅᑳᕐᓇᓂ 2011-ᒥ.

ᒫᓐᓇᓕ, ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓂᐱᙵᑖᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓂᐱᙵᑖᒥᒃ. 
ᓂᐱᙵᑖᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓂᐱᒥᙵ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᑎᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓚᒌᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᓐᓇᕇᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᔫᓯᐅᑉ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᔫᓯᐅᑉ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓂᕆᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂᒃ.

ᐸᑐᓕᒃ ᑕᒍᕐᓈᖅ, ᓇᖕᒥᓂᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓕᒥᑎᑦᖓᓂᒃ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᔫᓯ ᐊᑯᓂ 
ᐃᓚᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓚᒥᓄᑦ ᖃᑕᙳᑎᒥᓄᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕝᕕᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᓂᒎᖅ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᒋᕙᒃᖢᓂᐅᒡᓗ 
ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᐃᔨᒋᕙᒃᖢᓂᐅᒡᓗ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ.

“ᐃᓚᒥᓂᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑐᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑐᑭᓯᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓ ᐅᕙᒻᓄᑦ 
ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂᑐᖃᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒥᒍᑦ,” ᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᒍᕐᓈᖅ, ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᔫᓯ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᔾᔨᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐃᓅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

“ᓴᙱᔪᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᓕᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑐᙵᓇᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᑭᙶᖅᓯᒪᒐᓗᐊᖅᐸᑕ.”

Northern News Services

ᓇᓕ ᑯᓱᒐᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕌᑦ Hᐊᕐᑦ ᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᔫᒃ ᓂᐱᙵᑖᕐᕕᒃ ᑐᕌᖓᑉᓗᒍ ᔫᓯ ᑯᓱᒐᕐᒧᑦ.

Nellie Kusugak and Rod Hart unveil the stamp dedicated to Jose Kusugak. Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

Layla and Princess Autut throat sing for the 
crowd. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Inuit leader had his people on his mind
‘Father of Confederation’ of Nunavut Jose Kusugak 
honoured with Canada Post stamp

Nellie Kusugak used to worry about her family 
when her late husband, Jose Kusugak, couldn’t 
be at family events.

“And then I looked at Jose,” she remembered. 
“I’m worried about my family, but Jose is worried 
about the whole of Inuit in Canada.”

That’s what she signed up for in marrying Jose 
– a family and community man, but one dedicated 
to advancing Inuit on the grand stage.

Born in Naujaat, then known as Repulse Bay, in 
1950, Jose was a survivor of the residential school 
system and pursued a career at the University of 
Saskatchewan’s Eskimo Language School and the 
Churchill Vocational Centre in Manitoba, where he 
taught Inuktitut and Inuit history and later served 
as a cultural and linguistic adviser.

He played a key role as head of the Inuit Lan-
guage Commission in the 1970s to develop a 
standardized, dual writing system for Inuktitut, 
using Roman orthography and syllabics.

In 1971, he joined Inuit Tapirisat of Canada 
(ITC), where he used his communication skills to 
promote land claims among Inuit. He later joined 
CBC North in 1980 to manage the broadcaster’s 
Kivalliq operations and then the Inuit Broadcasting 
Corporation a decade later, introducing new areas 
of Inuktitut programming.

From 1994 to 2000, he was president of Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc. and helped play a pivotal role in 
negotiating the land claim that created Nunavut.

In 2000, he was elected president of ITC. He 
left in 2006 and continued to work in regional 
politics before his passing in 2011.

Now, Canada Post is honouring his life through a 
special stamp. The corporation held an unveiling of 
the stamp and brought family, friends and former 
peers of Jose together to celebrate his impact in 
the country.

Stephen Hendrie, former director of communica-
tions for Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (ITK), remembers 
Jose’s role in changing the name of the organiza-
tion from Inuit Tapirisat of Canada.

“The new name was in Inuktitut only, and Jose 
figured that Canadians could learn three words 
in Inuktitut: Inuit, which means people; Tapiriit, 
which means are united; and Kanatami, in Canada. 
Inuit are united in Canada,” said Hendrie.

Jose also came up with the unique logo for ITK 
from a contest. The logo includes four Inuit, repre-
senting the four regions, creating a white silhouette 
of a maple leaf in the middle with ulus around.

“Jose would say the maple leaf is in snow white 
because there’s no maple trees in the Arctic,” 
remembered Hendrie. “In his own way, Jose was 
writing Inuit back into Canadian history.”

Hendrie said Jose “spoke the language of peace 
and love and social justice” and that Canadians 
in the south will learn more about the Arctic and 
Jose’s impact through the commemorative stamp.

“Jose used to tell Canadians that Rankin is at 
the centre of the nation, the heart of Canada,” 
said Hendrie.

The unveiling event in Rankin Inlet on June 14 
included several musical performances, something 

many of the speakers attested would fit well with 
Jose’s love for music.

“I think Jose would be very happy having this 
event in a hockey arena,” said Patrick Tagoona, 
owner and president of Nunavut Investments Ltd. 
“While I’m talking I can’t help but see Jose’s 
picture up there, so, ‘Hi Jose.’”

Beyond Jose’s work for Inuit advocacy, Tagoona 
remembered him as a PA announcer and sound 
man in hockey games, quoting how he used to call 
“two minutes for hooking” and similar phrases in 
English and Inuktitut.

Tagoona said the love he had for announcing was 
obviously passed on to his son Pujjuut Kusugak, 
who presented play-by-play for Team Canada in 
Inuktitut during the 2022 Olympics.

Tagoona said Jose was a longtime friend of his 
family, but also a mentor, teacher and motivator 
to him personally.

“His family was his priority and he made that 
clear to me on many occasions by his actions,” said 
Tagoona, thanking his family for allowing Jose 
to sacrifice some of that time for the betterment 
of Nunavut as a whole.

“He was a strong proponent of the Inuit in our 
culture, but he was welcoming to everybody no 
matter what race they were from.”

Tagoona said he often misses him when he goes 
to his cabin.

“He was much more than a politician,” he said. 
“He was a family man. He was a man with vision. 
When it came to his political life, that’s something 
that we all benefited from.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Continued on page 5
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Rod Hart, chief customer and marketing officer at Canada 
Post, hosts the unveiling of Canada Post’s stamp honouring 
Jose Kusugak. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Lastly, Tagoona reminded the audience of something Jose was 
also passionate about: to get your medical checkups, and don’t be 
afraid or embarrassed to do so, as it can be a matter of life or death.

Nellie said her late husband wanted future Inuit to have a voice 
and be heard.

“As long as I’ve known Jose, he’s worked for the betterment 
of Inuit,” she said.

“Jose did not work for accolades. He was the proudest Inuk I 
knew, meaning he took pride in being an Inuk and all the beauty 
of our culture and language.”

And for her family, his strength and impact teaches all his 
descendants “to have a strong voice and that they are as capable 
as anyone else.”

Jose’s stamp is one of three stamps officially released by Canada 
Post on National Indigenous Peoples Day, June 21.

The other two honour Métis leader Harry Daniels and First 
Nation leader Chief Marie-Anne Day Walker-Pelletier.

Continued from page 4

Seats are filled with friends and family to take in the 
unveiling of a Canada Post stamp dedicated to Jose Kusugak 
Tuesday, June 14. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photoNellie Kusugak, widow 

of Jose Kusugak, 
gives a speech with 
the image of her 
late husband in the 

background. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Patrick Tagoona, owner 
and president of Nunavut 
Investments Ltd., reminisces 
about Jose Kusugak and 
shares stories. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Rico Manitok drums while 
Christine Tootoo sings. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Stephen Hendrie, former director of communications for 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, speaks fondly of the impact Jose 
Kusugak had. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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In memory of 
the captain

Community members come out to support the 2022 Brain Tumour Walk in Rankin 
Inlet Saturday, June 18. Earlier this year, the walk lost its ‘captain’ and inspiration 
– Alexandra Rudd, who passed from her battle with brain cancer in March. Photo cour-
tesy of Lynn Rudd

Community members come out to raise awareness in 
2022 Brain Tumour Walk
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDER/NOTICE

Tenders on the Web
All tenders advertised in the current editions of 

Inuvik Drum, NWT News/North, 
Nunavut News/North, Kivalliq News  

and Yellowknifer
are also available on the NNSL website.

For more information on how to access them, contact 

circulation@nnsl.com

∂ƒÇîìËîΩÄî Ä∏ê≤Öúòî
íØÄí ∂ƒÇîìËîΩÄî ΩÒïŒÒéíÇÀÒ∞∏∂  

á·∆¿ÖÀ≤ Çò∂≤
Äµ›ú ÎƒÇî, ≤Çø ¥Öî, ¥∂îπÖÒ & ¥∂flî ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflî, 
Õ¬∂Ä´Çî, ÖêÇ∏∂Çπ∑‰flî á·∆¿ÖÀ¿‰«úòî Ä∏ê≤Öî´ Ä≤ˆ∏≤.
êïπùÖúö∏≤ÊØü›î Ô¥Ò ÖêÄ∏∂‰À∏∂ÍØ˜Òáùî, ééËÍ¬éî Çflˆ

circulation@nnsl.com

Taking it to the next level

Nunavut Arctic College 
grads celebrate

The Nunavut Arctic College Kivalliq campus in Rankin Inlet held 
its graduation for students at the community hall Tuesday, June 7.

A qulliq was lit before instructors gave speeches and students 
in social services, management studies and more received their 
diplomas and awards.

The event was attended by many supporting friends and family.

Nangaat Netser smiles to the camera as the ceremonies begin. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Geela Saviakjuk points to the crowd while receiving her 
social services worker diploma. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Riley Adams-Lachance 
walks through the 
crowd during the grads’ 
entrance.

Karyna Igalaaq Kolola waves to the crowd. Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
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