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Rankin hosts drive-in 
movie night

Folks 
come 
out for 
Agnico 
Eagle 
Family 
Fun Day

Tootoo releases state-
ment on 2003 World 
Juniors allegations

ᓇᓄᖅ ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓱᔪᓕᓲᖅ
ᓇᓄᐃᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᕐᔪᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔪᐃᓯᑲᐅᑎᒋᕙᒃᑭᓪᓗᑎᒃ

Polar bear comes close on 
morning walk
High occurrence of bears in region prompts advisories

Margaret Sharp smiles with participants in a throat 
singing workshop hosted by Nunavut Parks at the 
Elders Cabin in Rankin Inlet Wednesday, July 20. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Laughing to get 
comfortable
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HUB International is
celebrating art and culture in

Nunavut during the month of July
with an online art contest!

Submit a photo of your artwork to
www.hubnunavut.com for your

chance to win 1 of 4 prizes valued
over $100 each!

Scan here for contest information and rules!

Four (4) winners will be contacted and
announced Tuesday, August 9, 2022.

Deadline to submit is
Sunday, July 31, 2022 at 5:00PM CDT.

Visit
www.hubnunavut.com

Good Samaritan prevents dangerous 
encounter

Joan Tugak was on her way to get coffee 
at the old town Quickstop in Rankin Inlet, 
like she does every morning at 7 a.m. But on 
Wednesday, July 20, she met with a terrifying 
surprise in the fog.

“This morning was unreal,” she said. “A polar 
bear right in front of me. It looked at me, com-
ing towards me.”

Wayne Quliit Kusugak was just wrapping 
up his night shift, when he saw a weird shape 
in the fog. He quickly recognized it as a bear.

“I heard a scream,” he remembers. “As soon 
as I heard that, I gave it a little more gas and I 
looked to my left and there was a lady. She was 
walking to the Quickstop to get Tim Horton’s, 
so I quickly sped up right in front of her, in 
between the polar bear and her, but the polar 
bear was really close.”

He unlocked his vehicle and Tugak jumped 
in the back passenger side. Tugak said the bear 
was about 10-15 feet away.

“I was looking at it right in the eyes and 
screaming for my life,” said Tugak.

She thanked Kusugak profusely.
“We sat there for a couple minutes asking, 

‘You okay?’” said Kusugak after picking up 
Tugak. “I said, we have to follow this, because 
I wanted to be able to honk if  I saw someone. 
So when I would think I saw a person, I would 
start honking and the polar bear would just 
keep going.”

He chased the bear in the fog towards Maani 
Ulujuk Ilinniarvik and then to Williamson Lake 
before a wildlife officer took over.

“The first five, seven, however minutes was 
probably the scariest for me, and the lady too,” 
said Kusugak.

“It’s very unheard of for a polar bear to come 
right into town like this, especially it being foggy 
too. I had just finished a 12-hour night shift. 
Heart rate went up pretty quick.”

He said he was still shook up over it at 9 a.m.

Opting not to shoot it
Conservation officer Daniel Kaludjak was 

called in shortly after 7 a.m.
Kaludjak followed the bear around William-

son Lake and toward Home Hardware. It was 
heading toward Arctic Heating’s garage, ac-
cording to Kaludjak, who chased it out toward 
the airstrip in his vehicle, armed with a twelve 

Polar bear 
sighting spooks 
Rankin Inlet

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Joan Tugak came within a few metres of this polar bear in Rankin Inlet Wednesday morning, 
July 20. She was rescued by Wayne Quliit Kusugak, who happened to be finishing his night 
shift and heard her scream. Photo courtesy of Joan Tugak

gauge and a couple of bear bangers.
When it passed the airstrip and went down the 

hill, he let off  a few bear bangers and watched 
the animal swim out to a point and lay down 
on the shore. When Wesley Innukshuk swung 
by on an ATV, Kaludjak jumped on and the 
two made their way to the point to try to push 
the bear farther out.

“The bear went back in the water and we just 
watched it swim away until we couldn’t see it in 
the fog. We waited at that point for about 15-20 
minutes and never seen it again,” said Kaludjak.

But later that night, Kaludjak heard that the 
bear was getting close to town again. Photos 
of the animal on the outskirts of Rankin Inlet 
hit social media around midnight.

That was quickly followed by news of  a 
sighting toward the Diane River area. As of 
Thursday, July 21, the bear hadn’t been seen 
or reported in town. And by Friday, July 22, 
Andre Aokout, Manager of the Kangiqliniq 

Hunters and Trappers Organization (KHTO), 
confirmed it hadn’t been spotted again.

On social media, some wondered why the 
bear hadn’t been shot in the first place.

“My job is to deter first,” said Kaludjak. 
“If  it’s a dangerous bear, I would have put 
it down.”

When he encountered it, he didn’t think 
it seemed aggressive or that it was trying to 
interact with humans.

“My decision was just to get it out of Rankin 
and deter it.” Kaludjak says that could change 
if  it comes back.

More bears because of pack ice distribution
While Kaludjak says seeing bears in Rankin 

Inlet is very rare, reports of sightings are up 
this year.

He attributes this to the pack ice distribu-
tion, caused by extended easterly winds in 
the Hudson Bay.

Continued on Page A3
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes 
and run corrections. If  you spot an error in Kivalliq News, 
call (867) 645-3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email 
kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.
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RCMP investigate shed fire
Arviat

Arviat RCMP are investigating a shed fire that oc-
curred at 1 a.m. Tuesday, July 19.

The shed on 1st Avenue was engulfed in flames, but 
the Arviat fire department was able to put it out. No 
injuries were reported. The shed contained three snow-
mobiles and one truck.

“Witnesses saw three individuals leaving the area 
when the fire was reported,” stated the RCMP in a 
news release.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is 
asked to contact the Arviat RCMP at 867-857-0123.

Anonymous tips can also be sent to Crime Stoppers 
by calling toll-free 1-800-222-8477. They can also be 
submitted online at www.nwtnutips.com or by texting 
‘NWTNUTIPS’ plus your message to 274637.

Funding announced for water 
systems

Kivalliq
Both Rankin Inlet and Arviat will be receiving funding 

from the Government of Canada to invest in water and 
wastewater treatment.

According to a news release dated July 20, the Gov-
ernment of  Canada will contribute more than $2.7 
million, and the Government of Nunavut will provide 
$925,000 to support the planning of improved water 
and wastewater treatment in six Nunavut communities.

“These projects will help the Government of Nunavut 
take a step towards achieving the goal of improved water 
and wastewater services in all communities throughout 
Nunavut,” stated David Joanasie, Minister for Commu-
nity and Government Services for the Government of 
Nunavut. “Our government is grateful for the Govern-
ment of Canada’s investment in water and wastewater 
treatment facilities.”

With the investment, “several planning studies” will be 
undertaken at the Rankin Inlet Wastewater Treatment 
Plant to identify future projects to bolster capacity at 
the plant.

Monies will also go toward the planning and design 
of the rehabilitation and expansion of the wastewater 
treatment facility in Arviat.

Some of the funding will also be used to conduct 
studies investigating the potential for five new water 
treatment facilities in Arctic Bay, Grise Fiord, Pond 
Inlet, Rankin Inlet and Sanikiluaq.

“Reliable access to clean drinking water is a priority 
for communities across the North,” stated Dominic 
LeBlanc, Federal Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, 
Infrastructure and Communities in the news release. 
“This partnership with Nunavut will lay the groundwork 
for the construction of future water and wastewater 
facilities, building on our government’s commitment 
to protecting the health of Canadians and ecosystems 
through modern water and wastewater services.”

The Arviat fire department extinguished a late-night 
shed fire July 19. The RCMP are investigating its cause. 
Photo courtesy of the RCMP

Wayne Quliit Kusugak and Joan Tugak followed the polar bear 
after their close encounter, as it made its way to Williamson 
Lake in the middle of town. Photo courtesy of Joan Tugak

Conservation Officer Daniel Kaludjak made the decision to 
deter the polar bear that came into Rankin Inlet, not shoot 
it. He watched its behaviour and determined it didn’t appear 
aggressive. Photo courtesy of Tarraq Violet Innukshuk

Continued from Page A2

Another polar bear is seen near Rankin Inlet Thursday, July 21, the day after one came into town, but this one was farther 
away and much plumper. Photo courtesy of Thomas Angoshadluk

“That’s where the polar bears do their hunting,” he said 
about the pack ice that floats in the ocean. “This year, we 
had easterly winds and all the pack ice was on our side for 
so many weeks. We couldn’t even go walrus hunting. So all 
the bears that were on the pack ice probably headed toward 
shore once the ice left.”

And now, more bears than usual are being reported around 
all communities in the Kivalliq, he said.

As a result, Kaludjak advises people to be cautious out on 
the land this summer.

Aokout agreed that the influx of bears is not just affecting 
Rankin Inlet, but Arviat, Whale Cove and Chesterfield Inlet 
too.

“It’s rare for the bears to come right up the inlet here. We 
do have odd bears that come up, but this year is quite a bit 
of reports of polar bears on both sides of our bay,” he said.

He advises residents to stay safe, keep a lookout and keep 
children close.

Bear monitors hired for two weeks
Following Wednesday’s drama and other reports of polar 

bears near town this summer, the KHTO hired four bear 
monitors to patrol day and night for two weeks as of Friday, 
July 22.

“As far as right now, that same polar bear hasn’t been spotted 
yet,” said Aokout about the bear that came right into town 
on July 20. “We do have two bear monitors on the road right 
now for the day, then we have two more for the night crew.”

He said that a few bears have been spotted in the last several 
weeks, and a different bear – much plumper than the one that 
frightened locals – made it to the outskirts of town on July 21.

“Rankin doesn’t usually have a lot of bears during the sum-
mers, but this year happened to have quite a bit,” said Aokout.

The four bear monitors were set to patrol the town and 
cabin areas. Aokout said they could be extended beyond the 
two weeks, if  need be.

“If it’s a dangerous, aggressive bear, it will be shot down,” 
he said. “But if  it’s not dangerous or not coming into town, 
if  it’s going on the outskirts and going by, the bear monitors 
will chase it out, make sure it goes down the coast or continue 
on whichever way it was going.”

That’s what happened in the case of the plump July 21 bear, 
chased by one of the monitors toward Diane River. Aokout 
said the animal had been eating some caribou carcasses.

The KHTO has also given permission to shoot the bear that 
came into town July 20, though as of July 22, it hadn’t been 
spotted again. Aokout admitted it may be hard to tell which 
bear is which, but the one that came into town was “dirty, 
skinny and (has) patchy fur.” He says photo comparisons 
would help confirm if  it shows up again.

“Last sighting of it, it was heading north, so it’s out of town 
range, somewhere in the cabins or following caribou carcasses 
that it finds along the way,” said Aokout.

The KHTO is ordering 300 bear bangers for community 
members to use for protection at their cabins or out on the 
land and while berry picking this summer.

ᓇᓄᕐᓂ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑕᐅᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ

ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐅᓪᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ

ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᐊᖅᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ 
ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ, ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ (KHTO) ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂ 
ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓐᓄᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᒪᓕᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓄᑦ.

“ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ, ᑕᐃᓐᓇᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓇᓄᖅ ᓱᓕ 
ᑕᑯᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐋᓐᑐᕋᐃ ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ, 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ, ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᐊᑦᑎᐊᒻᒪᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᔪᓚᐃ 
20−ᒥ. “ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓗᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᕐᕈᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓄᑦ.”

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖓᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᙱᑕᖓᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ 
– ᖁᐃᓂᓂᖅᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒥᖓ ᑲᐸᑎᑦᑎᓚᐳᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᓂ – 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᑎᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 21−ᒥ.

“ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓇᓄᖃᒐᔪᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ ᐊᒥᓱᐸᓘᓯᒪᕗᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ.

ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᑦ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᓄᖅᑕᖃᙱᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᑦ. ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᓂ 
ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ, ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᑦ.

“ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕈᓂ, ᐃᖅᓯᓇᕐᓗᓂ ᓇᓅᒍᓂ, ᖁᑭᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᙱᑉᐸᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᙵᐅᙱᑉᐸᑦ, ᓯᓚᑖᓃᒃᑯᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖅᑯᓵᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᓂ, 
ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᕿᒫᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᑕᐅᓄᖓ 
ᓯᒡᔭᖅᐸᓯᖓᓐᓄᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᑲᔪᓯᑎᑕᐅᓗᓂᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓇᒧᙵᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ.”

ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᐃᓂᔪᒥ ᔪᓚᐃ 21−ᒥ ᓇᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ, 
ᕿᒫᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑐᕌᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑰᖓᓐᓄᑦ. ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓂᕿᑐᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᑐᒃᑐᑐᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᖁᖓᔪᓂ.

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᑐᓂᓯᓯᒪᒋᕗᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖁᑭᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ 

ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᔪᓚᐃ 20−ᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 22−
ᖑᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑕᑯᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ. ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᓕᐊᒃ ᓇᓅᓂᖓᓂ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ “ᐃᑉᐸᒃᖢᓂ, ᓴᓪᓗᑯᓘᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᒥᕐᓛᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᒥᖅᑯᖃᖅᖢᓂ,” ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᕈᓂ.

“ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᑕᑯᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ, ᐅᐊᖕᓇᓕᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᑦᑐᓐᓃᖅᐳᖅ, ᑕᐅᕙᓂᒐᓚᒃ ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᑐᒃᑐᓂ ᑐᖁᖓᔪᓂ ᓇᓂᕙᒃᑕᖓᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ.

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᑭᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᑎᑭᓴᐃᓯᒪᕗᑦ 300−ᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓄᑦ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᒐᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᐳᔾᔨᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᒥᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓄᓇᒦᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓂᕙᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐊᐅᑲᐅᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᓂ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᙱᓚᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ, ᑎᑭᕋᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ. ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᖅᐸᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓂᑦ ᖃᓂᑎᑦᑎᕙᒡᓗᑎᒃ.

ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨ ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᖃᓗᔾᔭᖅ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ 
ᐱᓱᕋᔭᒃᑐᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᒫᓂ ᐅᓗᔪᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ 
7 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᐸᓗᒃᑯᑦ. ᐱᖓᔪᐊᓐᓂ, ᔪᓚᐃ 20−ᒥ.

ᓇᓄᖅ ᖃᓂᒡᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ – ᔫᓐ 
ᑑᒑᕐᒧᑦ – ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᕿᒫᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖁᖁᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᐊᐃᓐ ᖁᓖᑦ 
ᑯᓱᒐᕐᒥ, ᐃᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑑᒑᕐᒥ.

ᖃᓗᔾᔭᖅ ᒪᓕᒃᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᑕᐅᕘᓇ Williamson ᑕᓯᖓᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᑯᖓ Home Hardware−ᒧᑦ. ᑐᕌᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᖅᑰᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒍᓛᔾᔪᖓᓄᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓗᔾᔭᖅ, 
ᒪᓕᒃᓴᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᑕᐅᕗᖓ ᒥᕝᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓯᐅᑎᒥᓄᑦ, ᖁᑭᐅᑎᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕈᑎᐅᔪᓂ.

ᖄᖏᕋᒥ ᒥᕝᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐅᓄᙵᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓕᕈᓯᐅᔪᒧᑦ, 
ᖁᑭᕆᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕆᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᖁᙱᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ ᐳᐃᔾᔪᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖢᖓᓄᑦ, 
ᓇᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᒡᔭᖓᓄᑦ. ᐅᐃᔅᓕ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐅᐸᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓴᒪᓕᒃᑯᑦ, 
ᖃᓗᔾᔭᖅ ᐃᑭᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᖢᖓᓄᙵᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᕿᒫᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᖓᓐᓂ ᐅᖓᓯᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒧᑦ.

Northern News Services

ᓇᓄᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᔪᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᐅᑉ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᐅᓪᓘᑉ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᓂ ᓇᓄᕐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᐊᖅᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᓇ ᐅᖓᓯᖕᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖁᐃᓂᓂᖅᓴᐅᓪᓗᓂ. ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᑖᒥᔅ 
ᐊᖑᓚᓪᓗᖕᒧᑦ
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Cultural reckoning hits 
hockey again
Hockey Canada under fire over assault allegations

The last decade has seen a cul-
tural reckoning when it comes to 
our understanding of consent, 
relationships and power dynam-
ics between people.

The #MeToo movement was 
one of the trailblazers in the 
campaign to cast light on just 
how much assault was taking 
place, and more recently, hockey 
culture has come under the mi-
croscope.

This has been a liberating turn 
of events, creating an environ-
ment where victims are more 
encouraged to speak up and the 
next generations are being better 
educated about how to confirm 
active consent during sexual ex-
periences.

No rock is going to be left 

unturned in this social climate, 
including Nunavut hockey now, 
where Jordin Tootoo’s name was 
among those to surface in re-
gards to allegations 
of group sexual as-
sault by members of 
Team Canada at the 
2003 World Junior 
Championships.

Tootoo was a 
player on that team. 
An excerpt from his 
book, “All The Way: 
My Life on Ice,” 
seems to reference 
group sex.

“And it wasn’t 
just one-on-one 
action,” he wrote 
in the book about 
the World Juniors 
team. “A few of the guys would 
get a couple of girls after prac-

tice and head into one of the 
rooms. Enough said.”

That statement was being scru-
tinized by some people on the in-

ternet when the new 
allegations came to 
the fore last week. 
Tootoo was quick to 
release a statement 
Saturday, July 23, 
in which he denied 
any knowledge of 
the alleged incident 
and said he fully 
supports an investi-
gation.

Just because 
Tootoo wrote 
about the sexual 
escapades of  young 
hockey players at 
the World Juniors 

does not mean he was involved 
in or had any knowledge of 

non-consensual sex.
Everyone deserves the benefit 

of the doubt. Tootoo has denied 
knowledge, and only a full in-
vestigation, which he has called 
for, can hopefully weed out the 
truth.

The 2003 allegations, of 
course, are not to be confused 
with very similar allegations 
against the 2018 team, for which 
many players have released de-
nial statements. And if  you’re 
a Vancouver Canucks fan, you 
may know that former player 
Jake Virtanen was in court him-
self  last week fighting sexual 
assault allegations.

The reckoning is truly on.
That said, it is always neces-

sary to remember for the sake of 
justice that allegations are only 
allegations and must be proven 
in the eyes of the law.

A night at the drive-in
Rankin Inlet takes in Slash/Back under the sunset

The stands were full of moviegoers, and the 
parking lot was jammed with cars for the first 
drive-in film of the summer held at the baseball 
diamond in Rankin Inlet, Friday, July 22.

A few hundred people came down for the 
11 p.m. show to see Nyla Innuksuk’s Slash/
Back, filmed in Pangnirtung. Children filled 
the baseball stands, while others gathered in 
cars, piled on truck beds and got comfortable 

on ATVs to take in the movie.
Gabriel Karlik has been hosting the drive-in 

summer movies for the last three years. He used 
a projector and a giant white screen propped 
up on the baseball diamond fence this year, 
with plenty of  cords and power sources for 
technical support.

“Last night was okay,” said Karlik about this 
summer’s debut, noting he ran into radio is-
sues that had challenged him in the past. “The 
equipment’s old, so I’ve just got to start fixing 
it up again. But other than that, it was a good 
turnout.”

Karlik doesn’t sell tickets or charge admis-

sion, he just loves to do this. He was originally 
inspired to try an outdoor movie when he was 
in Iglulik three years ago.

“When the pandemic hit, I had to figure out 
another way to show movies without a lot of 
interaction, so that’s where the radio came in,” 
he said.

If  all goes well and the weather cooperates, 
Karlik hopes to host drive-in movies every 
weekend up to October.

“Last year we only did it a couple of times 
because rain was the biggest issue,” he said, 
adding he intends to hold some indoor events 
as well.

Children fill the stands in front with fam-
ilies, while couples and other community 
members pack cars behind to take in Nyla 
Innuksuk’s Slash/Back film in Rankin Inlet 
Friday, July 22. 

Moviegoers gaze at the giant projected screen in front of 
them as Slash/Back begins. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

Hundreds of community members gathered to take in the movie down at the ball diamond Friday night. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

STEWART
BURNETT

Gabriel Karlik sets up the projector as 
cars start filling spots behind. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photos

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

As long as the weather is good, 
Gabriel Karlik intends to host 

drive-in movies regularly through 
the rest of summer. Stewart 

Burnett/NNSL photos
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A great event is worth repeating. Saturdays in July in Rankin Inlet are becoming known for good times, and fun for the whole family. Like Nunavut Day and Canada Day, the Agnico Eagle 
Family Fun Day held outside the community hall Saturday, July 23 was buzzing with kids playing in bouncy castles, volunteers serving up food and adults mingling, taking in performances 
and hoping to get lucky with door prizes. Estimates suggest at least one-thousand people attended the Agnico Eagle-hosted event. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Throat singing in the park
Nunavut Parks summer events teach culture

Margaret Sharp has been throat singing 
for 20 years, ever since her friend Linda 
Kopak taught her.

“My ancestors used to throat sing and 
I want to keep that up for me and my 
kids and my granddaughter,” said Sharp.

She was, in turn, passing it on to 
first-timers at a Nunavut Parks and 
Special Places event at the Elders Cabin 
Pavilion in Rankin Inlet on Wednesday, 
July 20.

Sharp was teaching the Rankin Inlet 
style, using animal and river sounds. She 
noted that styles can differ in other lo-
cations.

“There’s Baker Lake style, where they 
throat sing with a song, like they actually 
use Inuktitut words,” she said.

Eleven people came to the first event, 

asking Sharp questions about throat sing-
ing and shyly giving it a go themselves 
with encouragement from their peers.

The event was the first of a series of 
‘learn-to’ workshops the Nunavut Parks 
team is offering this summer in Rankin 
Inlet.

“Participants were full of questions and 
we all really enjoyed hearing Margaret 
sing the various songs and learning about 
their meaning,” said Emilia Fredlund, 
regional coordinator for Parks, Heritage 
Appreciation in the Kitikmeot and Ki-
valliq. “It was such a fun afternoon in 
the park and a really positive start to the 
‘learn-tos.’”

The free weekly workshops are set to 
continue throughout the summer, pro-
viding a way for people to connect with 
nature, Inuit culture and heritage as they 
learn new knowledge and skills.

“It also builds a sense of pride and con-
nection to the culture and history of the 
land,” explained Fredlund.

The program started in Iqaluit in 2014 
and Rankin Inlet in 2018, followed by 
other communities, including Kimmirut 
and Kugluktuk.

“Each year we aim to provide some dif-
ferent events based on feedback from the 
community,” said Fredlund. “We try to 
make the experience culturally authentic 
and relevant so people can connect and 
enjoy the experience. Some sessions this 
year include learn how to make and use 
a kakivak, learn to carve soapstone, learn 
to make beaded earrings, learn to make 
a harpoon, learn to make a sealskin rope 
and how to light a qulliq (traditional oil 
lamp).”

A full schedule of events can be found 
on the Government of Nunavut’s website.

Sharp’s tip for those wanting to learn 
throat singing: just act like no one’s 
around or watching you.

“Just keep throat singing,” she said. “If  
you learn how to throat sing, keep up the 
Inuit culture.”

Margaret Sharp has been throat singing for decades. 
She joined a Nunavut Parks program to teach interested 
members of the community some of the basics. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Margaret Sharp laughs while encouraging participants to 
come up and try throat singing, admitting even she was a 
bit nervous. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

A throat singing staple: Jacquie Gahimbare breaks out 
in laughter at the end of her first song attempt. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

A great event is worth repeating
Saturdays in July in Rankin Inlet are 

gaining a reliable reputation for deliv-

ering good times, and fun for the whole 
family. As on Nunavut Day and Canada 
Day, the Agnico Eagle Family Fun Day 
held outside the community hall Saturday, 
July 23 had something for everyone. Kids 
filled bouncy castles, volunteers served 

up food and adults mingled, taking in 
performances and hoping to get lucky 
with door prizes. 

Estimates suggest at least one-thousand 
people attended the Agnico Eagle-hosted 
event. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒥ

ᒫᒡᒍᓕ ᓵᑉ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 20−ᓄᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ 
ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᖓ ᓕᓐᑕ ᑯᐸᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ.
“ᓯᕗᕚᒃᑲ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕈᒪᕙᕋ ᐅᕙᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᕐᙳᑕᓐᓄᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓵᑉ.
ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ, ᑐᓂᕙᓪᓕᐊᕙᖓ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ−ᐱᒋᐅᖅᓴᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓂᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᖓᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᖓᔪᐊᑦ, ᔪᓚᐃ 
20−ᒥ.
ᓵᑉ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᕙᒃᑕᖓᓂ, 
ᐊᑐᖅᖢ:ᓂ ᐆᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒡᑯᑉ ᓂᐱᖏᓐᓂ. ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑲᑕᔾᔭᐅᓯᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ.
“ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᒥ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᐅᓯᖃᖅᐳᑦ, ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᒥ, 
ᐊᑐᓪᓚᕆᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖏᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.
11-ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐅᐸᒃᑐᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ, ᐊᐱᖅᓱᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᓵᑉᒥ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᙳᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᐆᒃᑐᕋᓱᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖃᑎᒥᓂᑦ.
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
‘ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ’ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.
“ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᐸᕗᑦ ᑐᓵᓂᕐᒥ ᒫᒡᒍᓕᒥ ᐃᙱᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᑭᖏᓐᓂ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒦᓕᐊ ᕗᕋᑦᓚᓐ, ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᒪᔨᐅᔪᖅ 
ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᓄᑦ, ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᓄᑦ ᐱᓐᓇᕆᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐅᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ. “ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦᑎᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᓐᓄᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 

ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓘᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
‘ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.’”
ᐊᑭᖃᙱᖦᖢᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᑕᒫᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᑲᔪᓯᓂᐊᕐᓂᕋᖅᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᐅᔭᓕᒫᒥ, ᑐᓂᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᓚᒥ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑦᑕᕐᓂᓴᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ.
“ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓲᖑᒋᕗᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᐱᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓄᓇᒥ,” ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕗᕋᑦᓚᓐ.
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᖅ ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ 2014−ᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 2018−ᒥ, ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑑᖅ.
“ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᕙᒃᐳᒍᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᔭᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᙵᕕᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓕᐊᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕗᕋᑦᓚᓐ. “ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᒧᑦ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᓇᓱᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᖑᕗᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᒡᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ. ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑐᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᑭᕙᖕᒥ, 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᓇᙳᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᒃᑯᓯᒃᓴᒥ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᓴᐸᖓᓂ 
ᓯᐅᑎᕈᑎᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓈᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ 
ᕿᓯᖕᓂ ᐊᒃᖢᓈᓕᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᑭᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
(ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᕐᒥ ᖁᓪᓕᖅ).”
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᐅᒪᔪᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓇᓂᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓᓐᓂ.
ᓵᑉ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᖓ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔪᒪᔪᓂ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ: 
ᐱᓕᕆᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᑑᔮᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑕᐅᙱᙳᐊᕐᓗᑎᑦ.

ᒫᒡᒍᓕ ᓵᑉ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒐᓵᓗᖕᓂ. 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᑕᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

ᒫᒡᒍᓕ ᓵᑉ ᐃᒡᓚᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᐅᔮᕐᔪᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓯᕘᕋᕈᔪᖕᓂᖓᓂ.

ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥ: 
ᔮᑭ ᒐᕼᐃᒻᐹᕐ ᐃᒡᓚᒃᓯᕗᖅ 
ᐃᓱᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ 

ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

Northern News Services

ᑲᑕᔾᔭᕐᓂᖅ ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᖕᒥ
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Jordin Tootoo calls for full investigation 
into 2003 World Juniors allegations
Excerpt from his book connected to new claims of assault

Jordin Tootoo’s name began making waves online 
when an excerpt from his book, “All The Way: My 
Life on Ice,” was connected to new sexual assault 
allegations against members of the 2002-03 national 
junior Canadian team at the 2003 IIHF World Junior 
Championship.

The allegations involve a group sexual assault com-
mitted by members of that team, for which Tootoo 
played, broken by Rick Westhead of TSN/CTV 
National News.

The details of the alleged assault were “deeply 
disturbing” according to a Hockey Canada statement 

released Friday, July 22.
“Mr. Westhead informed Hockey Canada he has 

spoken to multiple witnesses who provided him with 
explicit descriptions of an assault,” wrote Hockey 
Canada’s statement.

Tootoo’s book has an excerpt that quotes as fol-
lows: “But frick, we were just kids back then. The 
**** that we did… . We were horny young men. We 
were in Halifax and we had every goddamned girl 
hitting on us. What are you going to do? Let’s start 
slaying these broads. And it wasn’t just one-on one 
action. A few of the guys would get a couple of 
girls after practice and head into one of the rooms. 
Enough said.”

Social media users began speculating about 
Tootoo’s quote in regards to the allegations, asking 

him about it on his social media accounts.
The Rankin Inlet-born NHL star released a state-

ment Saturday, July 23.
“I join the community in calling for a full inves-

tigation into disturbing allegations that surfaced 
involving members of the 2003 Canadian World 
Junior Hockey Team,” reads Tootoo’s statement, 
posted on his social media Saturday, July 23.

“My book chronicles many experiences from the 
tournament when I was age 19, as well as my journey 
with alcohol addiction, which started at age 14. If  
I am being totally honest with myself and you, I 
don’t recall knowing or hearing about the incident 
in question during or after the tournament. I was 
shocked when I heard about it in the media and will 
cooperate fully with any investigation.”

Jordin Tootoo denies any 
knowledge regarding allega-
tions of group sexual assault 
made against the 2003 Canada 
World Junior team, of which he 
was a part. Photo Eventbrite

Elders gather in Baker Lake
By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Baker Lake

More than 35 Elders came together for a 
luncheon at the wellness building in Baker 
Lake Wednesday, July 20.

Dody Qiyuk, Wellness Coordinator for 
the hamlet and host of the event, said every-
one ate as much caribou as they could. The 
meat was cooked by Aquilla and Darlene 
Amaruq.

There were also homemade pies and ice 
cream, as well as broccoli salad made by 
Qiyuk’s family.

She plans to make the event a regular 
gathering for Elders, perhaps once a month.

Dozens of Elders gather for a luncheon feast in Baker Lake Wednesday, July 20. 
Photos courtesy of Dody Qiyuk

Elders enjoyed caribou, desserts 
and broccoli salad. Photo courtesy 
of Dody Qiyuk

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
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