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Johnny and Aatami Nakoolak 
demonstrate their spider skills 

during Nunavut Day celebrations 
in Rankin Inlet Saturday, July 9. 

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Swinging by

Rankin 
Inlet-
born 
model 
hits the 
runway

Staying 
safe 
on the 
water 
this 
summer Fire department reports 

to council

Giving drivers a second chance

ᐊᖁᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᑦ
ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓖᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᑦ ᑲᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᓂᒃᑯᑦ

RCMP helps connect community through road safety event

ᖃᑉᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᑐᐊᖅᑐᑦ 
Hᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓄᑦ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓪᓚᑦᑖᓯᔪᖅ

ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖅ ᐃᒪᕐᒥ 
ᐊᐅᔭᖅ
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Ready to rescue in Rankin Inlet

Inshore Rescue Boat station opens 
for summer

Though safety on the water is as important as 
ever, mariners can breathe a little easier knowing 
help is close by in Rankin Inlet, as Canadian 
Coast Guard’s Inshore Rescue Boat (IRB) station 
opened June 29.

The IRB in Rankin Inlet first opened in 2018 
and is crewed by Indigenous staff hired and 
trained by the Canadian Coast Guard, an ini-
tiative under Canada’s Oceans Protection Plan.

The program provides hands-on work expe-
rience to crew members, who learn lifesaving 
skills, as well as provides additional maritime 
search and rescue services during the busy sum-
mer season.

The Rankin Inlet station has two three-per-
son crews working on 14-day rotations, along 
with an operational and community liaison who 
serves on both crews.

Before the station opened, search and rescue 
coverage in the area was done via Canadian 
Coast Guard icebreaker, helicopter, Royal Cana-
dian Air Force, chartered aircraft and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary – the Rankin Inlet branch of 
which started in 2005.

“When working in the North, Coast Guard 
recognizes and respects that local and traditional 

knowledge is imperative to working efficiently 
in the area,” stated Jeremy Hennessy, commu-
nications adviser for Fisheries, Oceans and the 
Canadian Coast Guard.

For Rankin Inlet resident Sonny Ittinuar, the 
ocean is his office, and his backyard since he 
was a child.

“I just live the dream out here,” he said July 6, 
on a day he had earlier spent following a polar 
bear swimming in the bay off Rankin Inlet.

Wind and reefs are the main hazards on the 
ocean, but he hasn’t run into too many problems.

Ittinuar uses the summer boating season to 
camp and hunt beluga, caribou, seals and fish.

“The ice went away pretty quick, so we’ve 
been boating since the ice was gone,” he said. 
“Good fishing right now, lots of fish.”

The Coast Guard’s search and rescue program 
incorporates local place names on charts and 
makes sure to be familiar with hunting routes 
and patterns, fostering cooperation with local 
hunters and trappers organizations to be aware 
of their planned activities for response purposes. 
The Coast Guard is also currently developing 
a record of cabins in some communities to aid 
in search planning.

Last year, the IRB closed its summer service in 
September after responding to three search and 
rescue cases, carrying out four training exercises 
and travelling more than 854 nautical miles.

A boater passes the fuel barge on the way back to Rankin Inlet Wednesday, July 6. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Inshore Rescue Boat station members engage in a rescue training session in Rankin Inlet. 
Photo courtesy of Jeremy Hennessy

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Water safety in Nunavut might as well include polar bears. Sonny Ittinuar took this 
photo while following a bear in the Rankin Inlet bay Wednesday, July 6. Photo cour-
tesy of Sonny Ittinuar
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.
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The games don’t stop
Rankin Inlet

From Canada Day to Nunavut Day, July has been a 
month of busy weekends with lots of family fun to be had.

In Rankin Inlet, the party is continuing.
An Agnico Eagle Family Fun Day will be held outside 

the rec hall Saturday, July 23.
It is planned to run from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., with a barbecue, 

bouncy houses, dunk tank, ice cream and face painting. 
There will also be several performances, including ones 
from Christine Tootoo and Terrie Kusugak, Kuuri Panika, 
Katuutiit and Princess Autut.

At 9 p.m., a square dance will finish it off at the rec hall.

Clam harvesting tips released
Nunavut

The Department of Health has released a list of tips in 
regards to clam harvesting this summer.

They include the following recommendations: don’t 
harvest shellfish within 122 metres (400 feet) of a wharf; 
don’t harvest shellfish within 305 metres (1,000 feet) of 
any possible source of pollution, such as sewage lagoon 
runoff, sewage treatment plant outfall or other industrial 
runoff such as landfills; when in doubt, don’t harvest.

Harvested shellfish should be kept at 4 C or colder, and 
they should be eaten within two hours of harvesting or 
kept on ice, boiled and refrigerated. They should be kept 
for a maximum of three days in a fridge and cooked to an 
internal temperature of 74 C. And like with harvesting, 
when in doubt, throw them out.

Masks no longer mandatory in GN 
facilities

Nunavut
Masks are no longer mandatory in Government of Nun-

avut facilities, the territorial government announced on 
July 4.

That applies to schools and GN workplaces, but all 
community health centres, Elders’ facilities and the hos-
pital in Iqaluit will continue to require patients and staff 
to wear masks.

“As a reminder, public bodies and private businesses 
may continue to require staff and patrons to wear masks 
based on their own safety requirements and responsibil-
ity to protect their employees,” stated the GN in a news 
release. “While masks are no longer mandatory in public 
spaces, they are still recommended for any individual 
who is feeling unwell and who is unable to stay home. 
Masks are still encouraged for all to help reduce the risk 
of transmission of Covid-19 and other illnesses.”

She can’t be stopped

Catherine Airut slipped in a subtle bird to the 
Kivalliq News photographer at the road safety 
event at the community hall in Rankin Inlet 
Thursday, July 7. It’s become something of an 
inside joke and is the third time she’s been pho-
tographed flipping the bird this year. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᔭᐅᔾᔮᕈᓐᓃᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᐃᓕᑦᑎᒃᐸᑕ
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᔪᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ

ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖕᒥᒃ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔭᖕᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᓴᖃᙱᖦᖢᑎᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᕐᓚᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᔭᖅ 
ᐊᑭᓕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᖁᔭᓈᖅᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐅᐸᒍᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᑕᒫᓂ, ᔪᓚᐃ 7-ᒥ.

“ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᓚᐅᕋᑉᑕ ᐅᑭᐅᑉ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂᒃ − ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᑎᒪᔩᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᖢᑎᒃ − ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓯᑎᔪᓂᒃ 
ᓇᓴᕐᓂᒃ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᐱᓐᔭᒥᓐ 
ᑳᒻᓕ.

“ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑎᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕋᓱᒋᓚᐅᕋᑉᑎᒍᑦ, 
ᖁᕝᕙᖅᑎᕆᔪᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᖁᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᑎᔪᓂᒃ 
ᓇᓴᖅᓯᒪᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒪᓐᓈᖅᑐᐃᓗᐊᕌᓗᙱᓪᓗᑕ. ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ 
ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᒌᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖅᑖᖅᑎᑦᑐᒪᖏᖢᒋᑦ. ᐅᐸᒍᑎᑐᐃᓐᓇᖁᓚᐅᖅᑕᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᓗᑕ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒡᓗ ᖁᕝᕙᖅᑎᕆᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑎᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᙱᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.”

ᑕᐃᑉᑯᐊ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖅᑖᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᖃᐃᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑐᓵᔭᖅᑐᕐᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑎᑦᑎᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᒐᒃᓴᖅᑕᖃᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᓂ, ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖏᑦ ᖁᔭᓈᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒃ. 
ᑳᒻᓕ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᒻᒪᖄᒎᖅ 22 ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖏᑦ 
ᖁᔭᓈᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ.

“ᖃᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ 50% ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᖅᑖᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑳᒻᓕ.

ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐃᔪᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 

ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ “ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᑯᓘᙱᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ, ᐊᑭᓕᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
ᖃᓄᖅᑑᕈᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕆᑉᓗᓂᐅᒃ.

“ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᑦᑑᓇᓱᒋᓐᖏᑕᕋ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᒻᓕ. “ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᖓ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ. ᐃᓱᒪᔪᖓᓕ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᕋᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᖁᓇᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑕᕋ ᐅᑉᓘᑉ ᐃᓚᖓᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᖅᑰᖅᑐᖅ.”

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᖕᓄᑦ, ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᙳᐊᕐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔫᓯᐊᖅᑖᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖁᑭᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓚᐃᓴᑖᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ.

ᐸᕐᐸ ᑕᖅᑕᖅ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᐃᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖏᓐᓂᙶᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐊᖏᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᑲᔪᓯᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ.

“ᖁᕝᕙᖅᑎᕆᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᖁᖦᖢᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒪᓕᒐᓂᒃ ᒪᓕᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓕᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᖁᓐᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ, ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᑦᑎᐊᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓂᓗᒃᑖᖅ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᒃᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᓕᕐᒪᑕ.
“ᖁᔭᓕᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᒐᒪ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 

ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᖅᑕᖅ. “ᑲᑎᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᒌᒃᖢᓂ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑲᑎᒃᑳᖓᑕ. ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᙱᖦᖢᑕ, 
ᑲᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᑎᒥᐅᔪᑦ ᖁᕝᕙᖅᑎᕆᔭᕌᖓᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑐᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑕᑯᔪᒪᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒍᑦ.”

Northern News Services

Letting them off the hook, 
if they learn
Community event teaches road safety and gives 
second chances

Those ticketed for operating an all-ter-
rain vehicle without a helmet or similar 
infractions earlier this summer had a chance 
to see their fines waived by attending a 
road safety event in Rankin Inlet Thurs-
day, July 7.

“We noticed earlier in the year — and 
the council noticed — that there weren’t a 
lot of people wearing their helmets,” said 
Rankin Inlet RCMP Sgt. Benjamin Comley.

“We thought that was a priority, so we 
wanted a way to promote ATV safety and 
helmet safety without being overly punitive. 
We didn’t want to ticket the whole commu-
nity. We’d just rather them come to an event 

and be able to learn and promote safety.”
Those with tickets on the books were 

able to show up for a presentation on road 
safety, as well as door prizes, to have them 
waived. Comley said about 22 people had 
their tickets waived.

“I would say we had a turnout rate around 
50 per cent from the tickets,” said Comley.

The RCMP had held open houses before, 
but this was the detachment’s first go at an 
“informal, pre-charge alternative measures 
program,” as he put it.

“I don’t think it’s a completely unique 
idea,” said Comley. “I know events like this 
have been held in other locations. I guess 
it’s just one of those ideas trying to figure 
out how to help the community stay safe 
and build relationships at the same time. It 
just came to me one day, I suppose.”

The event was hosted by the RCMP, 
bylaw and community justice and also of-
fered a chance for people to get assistance 
with their firearms licence application.

Barbara Tartak, a member of the com-
munity justice committee, agreed that the 
event went well.

“It promotes safe driving and abiding by 
the rules that are in place for ATV driving 
in the community, respecting the bylaws 
and safety all around,” she said.

She looks forward to the next one.
“I’m just very thankful for this oppor-

tunity,” said Tartak. “It pulls us together 
as different groups. Instead of being in 
our own little corners, we pull together as 
community groups in promoting commu-
nity wellness and safety. That’s what we 
want to see.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Sgt. Benjamin Comley hands out door prizes – gift cards and 
helmets – while encouraging folks to be safe on the roads. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Jaclyn Samok and Kelsey Pissuk pose for a photo during the 
road safety event. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐳᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃ ᐱᓐᔭᒥᓐ ᑳᒻᓕ ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᔪᖅ ᐃᑎᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᐊᒧᔭᒃᓴᓂᒃ 
− ᓂᐅᕕᕈᑎᓂᒃ ᓯᑎᔪᓂᒡᓗ ᓇᓴᕐᓂᒃ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
− ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᐃᑉᓗᓂᓗ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᖃᑦᑕᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

ᔮᔅᓚᓐ ᓴᒻᒧᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᐅᓯ ᐱᓱᒃ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔫᒃ ᐊᑉᖁᑎᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᖃᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᑎᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.
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Second chances help
RCMP program to waive tickets is great relationship building

Everyone is flawed and makes 
mistakes, and the best way we can 
keep our bonds together through 
them is by offering avenues to re-
pair those breaks.

The Rankin Inlet RCMP detach-
ment’s initiative to waive certain 
tickets for road infractions if those 
ticketed showed up to a communi-
ty event on road safety was a great 
example of turning bad to good.

Sgt. Benjamin Comley didn’t 
take the entire credit for the idea, 
saying similar initiatives had been 
held elsewhere, but he put the sub-
ject in plain terms that cut through 
bureaucratic mud: “We didn’t 
want to ticket the whole communi-
ty,” he said.

Institutions like the RCMP and 
government are often at their 
worst when they stick rigidly to 
“the rules,” even when those rules 

aren’t working to help and are 
really just increasing the difficulty 
and stress in the world. We saw 
a lot of that absurdity during the 
pandemic, where 
“technically” reigned 
supreme over com-
mon sense.

Instead, people 
who had road safety 
tickets on the books 
were able to attend a 
fun community event 
complete with door 
prizes and take in a 
bit of a presentation 
on proper driving 
etiquette to get those 
tickets written off.

The net change 
in giving people 
that second chance 
is massive: the individuals get 
to keep their money instead of 
being fined; their connection with 
the RCMP grows and may have 

changed from a negative interac-
tion to a positive one; and maybe 
they won a new helmet or gift card 
along the way.

The alternative was 
they’d be out money, 
annoyed and probably 
not any greater fans 
of the cops and bylaw 
than they were before.

Plus, as Comley 
hinted at, the issue 
of all-terrain vehicle 
operators not wearing 
helmets or disobeying 
other rules of the road 
is so widespread that 
a major crackdown 
could undo a lot of 
relationship building 
that law enforcement 
has done in town.

That said, of course, road safety 
is no less important, and offering 
this second chance does nothing to 
hinder that message – it actually 

amplifies it greater. Pure punish-
ment is not the only or best way to 
elicit change.

Attendees had to love Comley’s 
subtle humour throughout his 
handing out of door prizes too, 
often telling winners not to spend 
all of a store’s gift card in one 
place or asking if they would like 
louder applause.

Comley and the rest of the de-
tachment are no doubt not perfect 
people themselves and make 
mistakes or quietly break certain 
rules like we all do. By the RCMP 
hosting this event, they all seem 
more human and come off more 
like fair and reasonable neighbours 
than strict instruments of the law 
watching our every move.

The world today is not an easy 
environment for police to be appre-
ciated in, so the work the Rankin 
Inlet detachment is doing to be a 
positive presence is commendable 
and to our benefit.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

STEWART
BURNETT

Fire calls rise

Department praised for quality

“Our call volume with both bylaw and fire is up significantly this year,” 
said Rankin Inlet Fire Department Chief Mark Wyatt.

He was providing a report to hamlet council about the work of the protec-
tive services division so far in 2022, at the municipality’s meeting Monday, 
June 27.

There had been 404 calls to fire and ambulance in Rankin Inlet as of June 
23. In 2021 up to the same date, there were 324.

The breakdown for 2022 as of June 23 is as follows: 334 ambulance calls; 
six fire calls; 13 alarm calls; one Code Orange emergency landing; 27 human 
remains; four medical assists; one suicide; one suicide cleanup; and one 
possible aircraft fire, which was a false alarm; and more.

“Medevac calls represent probably 70 to 75 per cent of our medical calls,” 
said Wyatt, responding to a question from Coun. Michael Shouldice about 
the pressure points for the department.

Wyatt said that number was comparable to Iqaluit.
Nineteen members are active in the fire department along with Wyatt, 11 

of whom are women. Two summer students are working rotating day and 
night shifts with bylaw.

On the bylaw side of the protective services division, there had been 304 
calls to date as of June 23.

That included 112 reports of loose dogs, 86 of which were caught; 88 dogs 
vaccinated; 12 surrendered dogs; 46 dogs sent out; six dog bites reported 
and dealt with; nine injured or sick dogs; two dogs run over; four dead dogs 
picked up; and one mistreatment of a dog.

For the human bylaw interactions in that time period, there had been two 

Coun. Michael Shouldice asks fire chief Mark Wyatt about where the 
pressure points are in his department’s services. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

intoxicated drivers; nine underage driver incidents; six no-helmet incidents; 
nine medical assists; two motor vehicle accidents; 13 traffic tickets writ-
ten; and seven miscellaneous issues including domestic abuse and vehicle 
issues. Other calls include funerals, dog examinations, residential property 
infractions and more.

Coun. Daniel Kowmuk praised Wyatt’s department and said the good 
work has been noticeable.

“What I’ve noticed from the fire department over the years, I’m really 
happy,” said Kowmuk. “Your response time is really, really fast now.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Rankin Inlet Fire Department Chief 
Mark Wyatt delivers a report to town 
council Monday, June 27. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo
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The old community hall is bustling 
with those joining the feast and 

others socializing or waiting their 
turn. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Lucy Manilak skillfully cuts with her ulu. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Wellness begins in the belly

Community feast held at 
mental wellness event

The old community hall was busy in Rankin 
Inlet Thursday, July 7.

Following a presentation on road safety, the 

mental health and addictions team from the 
Department of Health hosted a community 
feast at an event called Healing by Talking.

For the visiting counsellors, the feast, plus 
games and a dance, was a way to help get them 
immersed in the community and promote the 
counselling services.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Tyra Claire Panigoniak does 
a little colouring on the side. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Kenneth Bruce hugs his 
precious Tang tight 
while posing for a 
photo. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL 
photo

Folks gather at the carboard to dig into 
the bevy of country foods on offer. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

People cut through 
big slabs of meat 

to share tasty 
treats. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL 

photo
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ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᔪᖅ 
ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒥ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᑮᓇᓐ ᓯᒥᒃ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᐊᔪᖅ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ

ᑮᓇᓐ ᓯᒥᒃ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᒋᔭᖃᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᔭᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ.
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᒧᒥᖅᑎᓪᓚᕆᒃ, 

ᒪᓐᑐᕆᔮᒥᐅᑕᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᖅ.

“ᖁᒃᓴᓱᒍᓐᓇᙱᑦᑐᖓ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ 
ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᕕᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ. “ᐅᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᖓᓕ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦᑐᐊᓘᓂᖓᓄᑦ.”

ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐃᓅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐊᑐᕚᒧᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᒃ. ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᔪᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᒧᒥᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᓂᓕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᙳᖅᖢᓂᐅᒃ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᕐᔪᐊᖑᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

“ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐊᕙᑎᖅᑲᔭᕐᓂᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᓂᒃ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ 
ᑲᙳᓱᒍᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᖕᒪᒡᒎᖅ. “ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓂᖅᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᓄᔭᖏᑦ 
ᑮᓇᖏᓪᓗ ᐱᐅᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᖁᒃᓴᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥᒡᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒪᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑑᔭᙱᑦᑐᑦ − ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐱᐅᓯᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᖕᒪᖔᕐᒥᒃ.”

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑳᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᕚᒥ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᔾᔪᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
2015-ᒥ, ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕈᓯᐊᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒧᒥᕆᐅᖅᓴᓗᓂ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑲᒥ, 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᓂᒃ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑕᖃᑦᑕᖅᖢᓂ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᒃᑯᑦ.

ᐅᑎᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ, ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᒧᒥᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒋᕙᒃᖢᓂᒋᓪᓗ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒥᙵ ᓴᕆᒪᓱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᒋᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓴᕆᒪᓱᒃᑐᖅ. 
ᓴᓇᐃᓐᓇᓲᖅ ᒪᓐᑐᕆᔮᒥ ᒧᒥᖅᑎᒋᔭᐅᑉᓗᓂ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ.

ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓲᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᓂᒃ ᐅᑉᓗᓂᒃ 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᕆᐅᖅᑎᑦ ᓴᓇᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᒃᑯᑦ.

“ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔪᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᓂᒃ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ, 
ᐅᕙᒻᓂᒃ ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᐃᓯᒪᓪᓚᕆᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᔭᐅᖅᑐᐃᓯᒪᔪᓪᓗ 
ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᖁᑉᓗᖓ ᑕᒪᒃᑯᓂᙵ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

“ᐃᓅᖃᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᖓ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᓯᒪᔭᒃᑲᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᖁᔭᓕᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᒃᑲᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑐᖃᖅᓯᒪᖕᒪᑦ. 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᖓ ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᒫᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᑕᑯᔪᓐᓇᕈᒫᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓂᒃ ᐆᒃᑐᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒫᖅᑐᒥ.”

ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

“ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑦᑐᐊᓘᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ. “ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖓ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᒻᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓅᑉᓗᖓ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᖦᖢᓂ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᒪᓕᓕᕈᓐᓇᕐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᓴᙲᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓴᙱᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐱᓕᕆᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑐᕈᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐅᕙᒻᓄᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᑭᓇᐅᓪᓚᑦᑖᕐᓂᕋᓄᑦ.”

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᕈᖅᓯᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᐸᑕ, ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐅᑎᕈᒪᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔭᖅᑐᕐᓗᓂ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ 
ᒧᒥᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ.

ᑮᓇᓐ ᓯᒥᒃ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᔪᖅ ᐊᓄᕆᑑᑎᓂᒃ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔭᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑐᕌᓐᑐᒥ ᔫᓐᒥ.

ᑮᓇᓐ ᓯᒥᒃ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ Bibi Chemnitz 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥᒃ ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᖅᑎᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᑮᓇᓐ ᓯᒥᒃ ᑯᒪᒃᓯᐅᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓯᐅᑎᓂᒃ 
ᐃᒡᒑᖕᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᓪᓗᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᑯᑎᑖᕆᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

Northern News Services

Kivalliq-born model 
works the catwalk at 
Toronto Fashion Arts
Keenan Simik Komaksiutiksak 
embraces two-spirited sense of self 
in fashion show

Keenan Simik Komaksiutiksak isn’t afraid 
of the limelight.

If anything, the Rankin Inlet-born professional 
dancer and circus artist, who now lives in Mon-
treal, basks in it.

“I personally do not get nervous,” said Ko-
maksiutiksak after modelling a series of designs 
at the Indigenous Fashion Arts show in Toronto 
last month. “I would say it’s more excitement.”

Komaksiutiksak was born in Rankin Inlet 
but moved to Ottawa at the age of three. The 
two-spirited performer has been dancing since 
age six and began taking it seriously in his teens.

“I’ve been performing on stages now for almost 
20 years,” said Komaksiutiksak, adding that he 
has long since gotten over any stage fright. “It 
was so magical to see everyone in their hair and 
make-up and their looks. I don’t think there was 
much time to really feel nervous – everyone was 
just excited to show how amazing we all looked.”

After winning a summer solstice festival in 
Ottawa in 2015, Komaksiutiksak was able to use 
the proceeds to fund more competitive classes 
and dive deeper into dance and circus arts. After 
graduating high school, he began working as a 
professional circus artist on cruise ships and 
travelled the world performing.

Since returning to Canada, Komaksiutiksak 
has built a solid network and relationships with 
other Indigenous dancers, whom he’s proud 
to call his mentors. He works full-time in 
Tio’Tia:ke (Montreal) as a freelance dancer 
and circus artist now.

The Indigenous Fashion Arts (IFA) runway 
shows stretched over four days and Komaksiu-
tiksak modelled a variety of looks by designers 
in the Indigenous world.

“I really met such amazing and inspiring In-
digenous artists, which has given me so much 
motivation and inspiration to keep building these 
relations,” he said.

“I honestly feel like I made a genuine connec-
tion with everyone I met at IFA and I am very 
grateful for all of the memories I had made there. 
I’m very much looking forward to next year’s 
festival and I’m hoping to see more Inuit apply 
for the upcoming years.”

Komaksiutiksak modelled both masculine and 
feminine looks at the show.

“It was really fun to live my full androgynous 
fantasy,” he said. “I identify as a two-spirit Inuk, 
so being able to touch into my feminine and 
masculine side collectively throughout all the 
shows was a full circle moment for me and my 
journey of embracing my queerness.”

And if the funding can come together at some 
point, Komaksiutiksak dreams of returning to 
Rankin Inlet to teach youth dance classes.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Toronto

 
Komaksiutiksak 
models Swirling 
Wind Designs at 
the Indigenous 

Fashion Arts 
show in Toronto 

in June. Photo 
courtesy of 
Red Works 

Photography

 
Komaksiutiksak 
sports this 
Bibi Chemnitz 
design on the 
runway. Photo 
courtesy of 
Red Works 
Photography

Keenan Simik Komaksiutiksak pulls up his Inuit sun-
glasses while showing off a Qaulluq design. Photo cour-
tesy of Red Works Photography
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What does Nunavut Day 
mean to you?

Thomas  
Angoshadluk
“Nunavut Day 
means we’re on 
our own territory 
now. We’re 21st 
century now, so it’s 
good to see more 

opportunities and mental health and 
awareness programs. I wish we could 
open up some more.”

Veronique  
Nirlungayuk
“It means that 
we’re celebrating 
our culture, that 
our ancestors 
are strong. They 
survived in the 

cold winter, they tried to survive and 
teach their family by hunting. Today 
we have to celebrate Inuit traditions 
because of our ancestors. Without 
them, we wouldn’t be here today.”

Monica Kaludjak
“Inuit culture.”

Shirley Kirkwa
“Nunavut Day 
means to me that 
we’re celebrating 
our land, which 
is Nunavut, and 
our ancestors. It’s 
because of our 

ancestors we’re here. I’m proud that 
I’m from Nunavut.”

Alexandria Arualak
“Celebration of the 
day Nunavut came 
to be.”

Delsie Palvialok
“It’s for gathering 
with everyone, get 
to see everyone 
enjoy their day, 
see people play 
games, watch 
people singing 

and socialize with everyone. It’s good 
to be back with no more Covid.”

Whole town comes out 
for games, music and 
socializing

Rankin Inlet was humming for Nunavut Day Saturday, July 9.
The events began with a parade through town several blocks 

long. Afterward, games, food, competitions and music were held 
outside the old community hall by Williamson Lake.

Several hundred people — perhaps more than 1,000 — partici-
pated, ending the night with a square dance at the community hall.

Nunavut Day celebrates the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 
Act and the Nunavut Act, both passed on July 9, 1993, but Nunavut 
didn’t officially split from the Northwest Territories to become 
its own territory until April 1, 1999.

Bernadette Apsaktaun and Veronique Nirlungayuk look 
beautiful in their Inuit regalia. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

Cars wind their way 
through town during the parade. 

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Darlene De Leon, 
Mazlin Haducaand 

Derick Haduca stop 
for a photo. Stewart 

Burnett/NNSL photo

Jackie Makkigak 
shows off her 
traditional outfit. 
Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

Johnny 
and Aatami Nakoolak 
demonstrate their 
spider skills. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Marie Tiktak 
dances joy-
ously to the 
music. Stewart 

Burnett/NNSL 
photo

Nick Tattuinee mugs for the camera, with a supporter 
behind. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Participants line up for the egg toss. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Party’s on for Nunavut Day

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet



r?9o3 u iWK5

wu6ymlt5 
kNyst5bsoQ5. 

 


	KIVN220713_A01
	KIVN220713_A02
	KIVN220713_A03
	KIVN220713_A04
	KIVN220713_A05
	KIVN220713_A06
	KIVN220713_A07
	KIVN220713_A08

