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Big messages on Canada Day

The Rankin Inlet parade for Canada Day was a long one, stretching over several blocks as vehicles 
wound their way through town, and came with some big messages. The lead fire truck plastered a 

slogan of “No Pride for Genocide.” Many hundreds, if not more than a thousand, people took part in 
the family festivities outside of the old arena afterward. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo7 71605 00500 3
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ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᒃ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒫᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐅᑉᓗᖓᓂ

Pope’s visit reopens wounds this Nunavut Day

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᐃᖁᔨᔪᖅ

Rankin Inlet Elder preaches forgiveness

New council member 
appointed

Beauty on display for 
Indigenous Peoples Day

Ski-Doo skipping on 
Canada Day
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
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Youth arrested after house fire
Rankin Inlet

The Rankin Inlet RCMP arrested a 15-year-old youth in 
connection with a residential fire just after 8 a.m. Monday, 
June 27.

The occupants of the house were able to escape without 
injury, and the Rankin Inlet Fire Department extinguished 
the fire, containing it to the porch.

“However, the damage to the residence is estimated to 
be nearing $100,000,” stated the RCMP in a news release.

The youth appeared in justice of the peace court and has 
been remanded in custody until another court appearance 
set for July 25 in Rankin Inlet.

The individual is facing charges for arson with disregard 
for human life, arson to property and mischief over $5,000.

Council defers on renaming street
Rankin Inlet

Despite the Pope’s visit to Iqaluit this month, Rankin 
Inlet’s council isn’t in a hurry to accommodate a Nunavut 
Tunngavik Inc. request to name a street or landmark to 
acknowledge and honour residential school survivors.

A letter from NTI President Aluti Kotierk to Mayor 
Harry Towtongie in May suggested the hamlet make such 
a move as part of a territory-wide campaign.

“I encourage the city to consider the renaming of a 
road or other facility/landmark in the Inuktut language, 
to demonstrate the importance of Inuktut and the forti-
tude that we have demonstrated as a people to preserve 
and protect our language and culture, despite seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles and repression,” wrote Kotierk 
to Towtongie.

At the July 27 council meeting, Coun. Kelly Lindell said 
the lands committee didn’t want to rush into something.

“With so much importance, we’re not just going to find 
something (to name),” said Lindell.

She suggested more community consultation and further 
thought could be given to the best option available, rather 
than rushing a decision because of the Pope’s visit in July.

Sliding hill on the way
Rankin Inlet

The Hamlet of Rankin Inlet is pursuing a new sliding 
hill for the community behind Simon Alaittuq School.

Senior administrative officer Darren Flynn told council 
June 27 that an initial site review has been done and the 
hamlet is now waiting for an estimate to get final approval 
on building the hill.

“It will be a sliding hill that we put down behind SAS, 
starting from the old arena, coming down towards the 
new arena,” said Flynn.

ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᒃ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒫᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᖅ ᐋᓐᓂᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ 
ᑕᒡᕙᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐅᑉᓗᖓᓂ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᐃᖁᔨᔪᖅ

ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱᒧᑦ, ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᑎᑭᑦᑐᒫᕐᓂᖓ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᔪᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᐅᙱᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐅᑉᓗᖓᓂ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᒥ.

“ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᖓ ᓄᓇᕗᖃᕋᑉᑕ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᖓ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᒃ 
ᑎᑭᓐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒦᖦᖢᓂ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒐᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᓕᕐᒥᔪᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᕈᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᒥᓂᒃ, ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥ, ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕐᓄᑦ.

“ᐱᑕᖃᕈᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᑕᖅᑲᓂᒃ ᐃᒡᓚᒪᔭᒃᑐᓂᒃ, ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ,” 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. “ᓂᐱᖃᕈᓐᓃᖅᑐᖅ. ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᖢᓂ. ᐃᓗᐃᑦᑐᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑐᖅ.”

ᑭᓯᐊᓂᓕ, ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᓕᒃ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑰᕈᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒃᑯᑦ: 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᙱᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᕚᓪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓂᙵᐅᒪᔪᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖁᑎᑉᑎᓐᓂᒃ.

“ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒍᑦ. 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᒐᓗᐊᕌᖓᒥᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᒋᐊᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᑦ. 
ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᒍᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᖃᑦᑕᖁᔭᐅᙱᖦᖢᑕ, 
ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕆᐊᖃᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ.”

ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂᑐᖄᓗᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᒥ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓕᒋᑦ, 
ᑐᑭᓯᑎᑦᑎᒋᐊᖅᖢᓂᓗ, ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕆᐊᖃᖃᑦᑕᙱᓐᓂᑉᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᓴᙲᑦᑐᒡᒎᖅ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕆᐊᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᓴᙱᔫᓂᐅᖕᒪᑦ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᙱᓪᓗᓂ ᓂᙵᐅᒪᔾᔪᑎᒋᙱᓪᓗᒍ.

ᐊᒥᓱᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ ᕿᐸᑦᑕᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᖅᑐᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. “ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᑎᑐᑦ ᓇᔭᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᑎᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓂᒃ,” ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕈᒪᓯᒪᔪᑦ.

“ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᖃᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 

ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. “ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᒪᓐᓈᖅᑐᐃᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐃᓅᓯᖃᖅᓯᒪᙱᑦᑐᒍᑦ. ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᑦᑎᐊᕙᖕᒥᒃ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖔᕐᓗᑎᒃ, 
ᐃᓅᓂᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᐃᓅᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᐅᑕᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐊᔪᕈᓐᓃᖅᓯᒪᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᓂ.”

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔩᔪᒪᒃᐸᑕ ᐃᑭᙳᑎᖏᓪᓗ, ᐃᓅᑦᑎᐊᕋᓱᒋᐊᓖᑦ ᓵᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᒥᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᖃᑦᑕᖅᓯᒪᔭᖏᑦᑎᒍᑦ, ᑕᐅᑐᙱ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ.

“ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓯ. ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓯ ᑕᐃᑉᑯᓂᙵ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ. “ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓯ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᓂᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᓇᔭᓂᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂᒃ. ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓇᓱᒋᐊᓖᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑐᓐᓇᖁᑉᓗᒋᑦ.

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ ᓴᕆᒪᓱᒋᐊᓖᑦ ᐃᓅᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᖃᑦᑕᙱᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑕᒻᒪᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑑᕋᓱᓕᕌᖓᑕ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕋᓱᓕᕌᖓᑕ.

ᓂᙵᐅᒪᐃᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂ ᓱᓇᐅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓅᑉᓗᓂ, ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᖢᓂ.

“ᐃᖕᒥᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓃᕈᓐᓇᕈᕕᑦ, ᓴᑉᑯᓐᓇᔭᖅᑕᐃᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓃᕐᓗᒍ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. “ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ. ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓃᕈᒪᙱᒃᑯᒃᑎᒃ, ᐃᓅᓯᕐᓂᒃ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᓯᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓗᑎᑦ. ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᖅ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᖅ.”

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᙱᒃᑯᕕᑦ, ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᓗᑎᑦ 
ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᒡᓕᒋᔭᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᑎᒍᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕆᐊᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᒧᑦ.

“ᑲᓇᑕ ᓄᓇᑦᑎᐊᕚᓗᒃ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ. 
“ᐃᓅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᓂ, ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᐃᑦ, ᐱᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᓕᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ.”

Northern News Services

ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᑕᑯᔭᓯ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒦᑎᓪᓗᒍ 2021-
ᒥ. ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᓕᒃ ᖃᓄᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓯᖃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᖕᒪᖔᑕ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᒋᐊᕆᐊᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓂᙵᐅᒪᑉᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᑦᑎᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑕᐃᑉᓱᒪᓂ, ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᔾᔪᑎᒋᔪᓐᓇᖅᑕᑐᐊᖅᐳᑦ, ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᐃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᓇᓱᒋᐊᖃᓕᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓗᒃᑖᒃᑯᑦ.

ᑳᑎ ᑕᐅᑐᙱ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᑯᔭᓯ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐊᕙᑎᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᑦ 
ᐅᖓᑖᓂᐅᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᒥᕐᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑑᒃ ᓴᑭᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᑕ 
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

Cathy Towtongie is seen here 
in Chesterfield Inlet in 2021. 
The former politician has been 
concerned with a trend she’s 
seen in the younger genera-
tion, where people are turn-
ing to revenge and bitterness 
about the crimes committed 
against Inuit in the past. The 
only way forward, she said, 
is forgiveness and becoming 
the best individual every Inuk 
can be. File photo courtesy of 
Cathy Towtongie

Cathy 
Towtongie 
and her 
daughter are 
seen here 
more than 20 
years ago in 
a full caribou 
outfit her 
mother-in-law 
made for her. 
File photo 
courtesy 
of Cathy 
Towtongie

Pope’s visit reopens wounds 
this Nunavut Day
Rankin Inlet Elder preaches forgiveness

For Cathy Towtongie, the Pope’s visit 
to the territory casts a unique light on 
Nunavut Day this year.

“I’m glad we have the territory of Nun-
avut, and I’m glad the Pope is coming in 
to the capital,” she said from Rankin Inlet.

But clouding celebration of the territory 
is all the residential school wounds the 
Pope’s visit has reopened, particularly in 
the Kivalliq for those who survived the 
residential school in Chesterfield Inlet, 
which was run by the Catholic Church.

“There were no more sounds of running 
children laughing, playing,” said Towton-
gie. “No more sounds. Our culture was 
changed. Completely changed.”

However, there’s something else that 
concerns her in relationship to that trau-
matic history: a rise in bitterness and anger 
among the young generations.

“We are above that,” said Towtongie. 
“We are better than that. Inuit have always 
been able to turn the other cheek. We’ve 
been advised by Elders not to pay back, 
never pay back.”

An ancient saying from Elders is Ak-
giatialigit, she explained, meaning do not 
retaliate or take revenge, as it is a weak 
person that will want to take revenge and 
retaliate, and it takes a lot more strength 
not to retaliate than to give in to bitterness.

Many young people are turning into 
hateful people, said Towtongie, “just like 
the priests and nuns who ran the school,” 
and people are calling for revenge.

“That was not the Inuit way,” said Tow-
tongie. “That was not the Elders’ saying. 
It is not who we are. The only way to get 
back at the residential school system is to 
succeed in life, not only to live but to sur-
vive and become a successful Canadian.”

If the youth want to truly make a dif-
ference in their generation, they should 
live healthy lives and turn to their culture 

and Inuit morals, according to Towtongie.
“Be better. Be better than them,” she 

implored. “Be better than the priests or 
the nuns or the teachers. They owe it to 
themselves.”

Youth should be proud to be Inuit, she 
continued, and not to fear making mis-
takes while reclaiming their language 
or culture.

Being constantly angry will shrivel you 
as a person, she added.

“Once you forgive yourself, you release 
it, and then you forgive the system,” said 
Towtongie. “That’s the only way. If you 
hold on to unforgiveness, it will impact 
your life into becoming a bitter person. 
It’s tough, but it’s simple.”

And if you can’t do it, ask for help from 
an Elder you respect and one who has the 
ability to transmit culture and knowledge.

“Canada is a great country,” said Tow-
tongie. “By becoming successful Inuit 
individuals, youth and Elders alike, we 
can even make it better.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Kivalliq

Ski-Doo skipping

Stanley Anawak blasts across the snow fence 
lake as part of the water cross competition 
during Canada Day in Rankin Inlet. He was the 
only competitor this year and gave a few extra 
laps for the crowd, never falling in. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo
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Patrick Tagoona joins Rankin Inlet council
Second councillor replacement for hamlet this year

Patrick Tagoona is the newest member of Rankin 
Inlet’s hamlet council, after Coun. Tommy Mak-
kigak resigned due to personal reasons in June.

Makkigak is the second councillor to step down 
this year, with Coun. Megan Piz-
zo-Lyall replacing Gabriel 
Karlik in March.

Tagoona was ap-
pointed to the 
position at the 
hamlet’s June 
27 council 
meeting, using 
the same list of 
candidates that 
Pizzo-Lyall was 
selected from fol-
lowing Karlik’s res-
ignation. Councillors 
voted between him, 
Simon Okpatauyak 
and Bernard Krako.

Tagoona and Okpat-
auyak tied in the vote, 
leaving the decision to 
a random draw from the hat by Senior Adminis-
trative Officer Darren Flynn.

“Having an opportunity to sit on the Rankin Inlet 
council, I’m looking forward to it, being involved 
and trying to find solutions,” said Tagoona fol-

lowing his swearing-in on June 29. “Obviously 
there are many challenges that we have in Rankin, 
including our water, sewer utilidor system and 
getting that upgraded.”

Tagoona’s background is in business and rec-
reation. He has served as executive director of 
the Kivalliq Inuit Association, president of Sakku 

Investments, director of Sport Nunavut and 
he briefly served on Baker Lake 

council. He is also president 
of the Kivalliq Chamber 

of Commerce and 
sits on the Nunavut 

Housing Corpo-
ration board.

His business 
background 
will come in 
handy to ad-

vance infra-
structure priori-

ties in the town, but 
he admits he’ll have 

some catching up to 
do first.

“I think initially 
there will be some 
learning that I’m 
going to have to go 

through to get caught up on files, and there would 
be various projects that are already on the go that 
I may not be aware of, so I think it’s getting up 
to speed on those,” said Tagoona.

Besides business, his passion is sport and recre-

RCMP Sgt. Benjamin Comley helps Patrick Tagoona swear in as a new councillor for the 
Hamlet of Rankin Inlet, replacing Tommy Makkigak, who stepped down from council for 
personal reasons on June 9. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photoRankin Inlet’s newest hamlet councillor, 

Patrick Tagoona, shakes hands with Coun. 
Lynn Rudd after being sworn in Wednesday, 

June 29. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑉᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓄᑦ
Inuit fashion on display

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓴᖅᑭᓚᐳᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᓂ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᑭᓴᕐᕕᒃ ᑯᐊᐸᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᐹᓂ, ᔫᓂ 28−ᒥ.

ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ 60−ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐅᐸᒍᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᓲᔭᖅᑐᓄᑦ, ᕼᐋᒻᐳᒍᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᐅᓯᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᙱᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᒥᓲᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᐅᓲᔮᖅᑐᓂ ᓂᕆᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᑲᑕᐃᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᓐᓂᖕᒥ 
ᐊᓘᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᑯᖅᑯᔾᔨᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᒥᓂᑦ.

It was postponed a week 
due to weather, but the 
crowds came out with 
some beautiful fashion 
for Indigenous Peoples 
Day outside the Kissar-
vik Co-op in Rankin Inlet 
Tuesday, June 28.

More than 60 people 
swung by for hot dogs, 
hamburgers and contests. 
Participants earned priz-
es for singing in front 
of the crowd, eating 
as many hot dogs as 
they could, balanc-
ing an egg on a spoon 
and showing off their 
traditional fashion.

Inuumiq Ittinuar, left, stands with Lisa Ittinuar, Aiolah Ittinuar and Evangeline Ittinuar, with Ovila 
Green in front and young Damian Green hidden behind their mother. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐃᓅᒥᖅ ᐃᑎᓐᓄᐊᖅ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᓇᖏᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓖᓴ ᐃᑎᓐᓄᐊᕐᒥ, ᐊᐃᐅᓛ ᐃᑎᓐᓄᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᕚᓐᔨᓖᓐ 
ᐃᑎᓐᓄᐊᖅ, ᐅᕕᓚ ᒍᕇᓐᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᑕᐃᒥᐊᓐ ᒍᕇᓐ ᐃᔨᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᑕ ᑐᓄᐊᓂ.

Eric Katokra, left, poses with Kristen Bruce, with baby Sydney Marie Aupilarjuk poking 
out, Nellie Kopak, hiding a small Miles Reid in her hood, and Anita Kopak. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐃᐊᕆᒃ ᑲᑐᖅᑲᖅ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᓇᖏᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᕆᔅᑎᓐ ᐳᕉᔅᒥ, ᓄᑕᕋᓛᖅ ᓯᑦᓂ ᒧᕇ 
ᐊᐅᐱᓛᕐᔪᖕᒥ ᓄᐃᓴᔪᒥ, ᓇᓕ ᑯᐸᒃ, ᐃᔨᖅᓯᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᓄᑕᕋᓛᒥ ᒪᐃᔪᔅ ᕇᑦᒥ ᐊᒪᐅᑎᖓᓂ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓃᑕ ᑯᐸᒃ.

ᕼᐃᓗᕆ ᑲᑉᐱ ᑕᑯᖅᑯᔾᔨᕗᖅ ᐱᐅᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᖓᓂ ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

Hilary Kappi shows off a wonderful 
outfit for the traditional clothing con-
test. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᕗᕌᓂᑲ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓲᓚ ᐱᓚᑲᑉᓯ ᑕᑯᒥᓇᖅᐳᑦ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

Veronica and Zola Pilakapsi look stylish while taking in the 
events. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᕗᑦ ᐅᓲᔮᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖏᑉᐳᑦ ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓄᕗᔭᔪᒥ ᐅᓐᓄᒃᓴᖓᓂ.
Folks line up for hot dogs 
and take their seats on a nice 
overcast afternoon. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

ation. He’s worked on and off as a hockey coach 
for years. He pointed to the Agnico Eagle Arena 
and described it as a community benefit that still 
has more potential.

“With Rankin being strong on sports and op-
portunities, that’s something near and dear to 
me,” said Tagoona.

The next municipal election is scheduled for 

fall 2023, until which time Tagoona will serve 
on council.

“I’d just like to thank the council members for 
putting their faith in me and appointing me to 
become a councillor and work with them,” he said.

Unless something major comes up, council is on 
a recess until the end of August, when members 
are next scheduled to meet again.

Adrianna Aupilarjuk 
shows off her beautiful 

traditional outfit. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐊᐃᑐᕆᐋᓇ ᐊᐅᐱᓛᕐᔪᒃ 
ᑕᑯᖅᑯᔾᔨᕗᖅ ᐱᐅᔪᒻᒪᕆᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᒥᓂ.
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We must rise 
above hatred
Cathy Towtongie shares universal 
wisdom

Cathy Towtongie has some sage words 
about the importance of forgiveness in light of 
the Pope’s visit to the capital this month.

“Be better than the priests or the nuns or the 
teachers,” she said, dismayed 
about what she has seen as a rise 
in bitterness among the young 
generation about past crimes.

There can be no doubt that 
the evil of the residential school 
system and crimes of individual 
actors within it more than justify 
lingering and current feelings of 
hate and anger, but Towtongie is 
right that universally, in all situa-
tions, hate does not combat hate, 
and instead breeds a vicious 
cycle of self-destruction.

Towtongie’s sense that bit-
terness has risen in the young 
generations seems accurate 
beyond the experience of Indig-
enous people in Canada, too.

There has been a cultural shift in the last 
decade caused by a convergence of many dif-
ferent factors.

Gallup’s Global Emotions Report for 2022 
found the mood of the world to be at its low-
est point since the survey began in 2006, with 
happiness trending down consistently for the 
last decade, showing the results are due to 
more than just the pandemic. The poll sur-

veys adults in 122 countries on their levels of 
stress, physical pain, sadness and anger.

Anecdotally, political civility seems to be on 
the decline, with many younger people calling 
for blood in the wake of policies, institutions 
or decisions they don’t like.

The Western World’s economy is not help-
ing the case, as more and more, 
there is a general sentiment that 
the gulf between the haves and 
have-nots is increasing, and there 
is less reason to prop up a system 
that is not working for most.

There is even a prevalent idea 
now that different ends of the 
political spectrum cannot talk 
to each other – not just that they 
can’t agree, but that communi-
cation itself is useless, and one 
side must simply hold power to 
move forward. Without commu-
nication to settle differences, all 
we have is violence.

Towtongie is right that the 
path forward is in being the best 

individual one can be and leading by that ex-
ample, not in becoming the monster that has 
beaten you down.

An important distinction is that this ap-
proach does not mean you take injustices 
lying down, but that justice beats injustice, not 
“an eye for an eye.”

Of course, that’s all easier said than done. 
Being a good person in good times is much 
simpler than maintaining dignity in chaos.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

STEWART
BURNETT
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The Rankin Inlet airport terminal building project is on schedule, if not necessarily on bud-
get. The status of the airport terminal building projects in Chesterfield Inlet, Naujaat and 
Whale Cove was less clear in the legislative assembly. Stewart Burnett/NNSL file photo

Terminal buildings 
status in the air

Chesterfield Inlet, Whale Cove, Naujaat 
awaiting start of construction

As of mid-June, there was still no word on 
the status of airport terminal building projects 
in Chesterfield Inlet, Naujaat and Whale Cove, 
a bundled tender that had closed early May.

Rankin Inlet North – Chesterfield InleT MLA 
Alexander Sammurtok queried Minister of Trans-
portation David Akeeagok about that in the leg-
islative assembly June 13.

“My staff are currently still meeting with Trans-
port Canada,” said Akeeagok through interpre-
tation. “We still haven’t concluded. Although 
the tender has closed, we still have some work 
to do, but we haven’t finalized our plan yet.”

Sammurtok said that Chesterfield Inlet mayor 
Tony Amauyak had brought forward concerns 

about the placement of the airport terminal build-
ing in his community.

“The mayor has requested that the government 
issue a separate tender for the Chesterfield Inlet 
airport terminal building replacement project, 
in the event that the most recent procurement 
process is unsuccessful,” said Sammurtok.

Akeeagok responded that the tender is closed 
and government wants the project to succeed, but 
if it cannot, would have to figure out acceptable 
alternatives.

“In working with Transport Canada, we want to 
see this move forward, but currently we cannot 
say that we are going another route,” he said 
through interpretation.

Sammurtok also asked for confirmation that 
the Rankin Inlet airport terminal building project 
is on schedule.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Kivalliq

Continued on page 9
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Akeeagok said that project will be proceeding, with his depart-
ment seeking supplementary appropriations in 2024-25.

“We will let Transport Canada know about this intention and 
that we expect that the infrastructure projects will be a bit more 
expensive,” he said through interpretation. “I can confirm that we 
are still currently proceeding with this project in Rankin Inlet.”

No time change on the horizon
Nunavut
Aivilik MLA Solomon Malliki’s push for the Government of 

Nunavut to consider doing away with time changes isn’t making 
much ground.

Malliki had asked in the winter sitting of the legislative assem-
bly if the GN would consider it, and he followed up with new 
Minister of Justice Craig Simailak in the spring sitting June 13.

“As the minister is aware, his department is responsible for 
time zone regulations made under the authority of the Legisla-
tion Act,” said Malliki. “These regulations state that the clock 
currently needs to be changed in March and November of each 
year. Both my colleague and I suggested that the government 
should consider ending the practice. What is the new minister’s 
position on this issue?”

Simailak’s answer was short: his department is not engaging in 
any discussions regarding changing the protocol around daylight 
savings time.

In 2020, the Yukon ended the practice of changing the clocks 
twice per year, and other jurisdictions in North America have 
been considering it.

“Our neighbours in the Northwest Territories have recently 
undertaken the public consultation process on this issue,” noted 
Malliki, asking Simailak if he had any discussions with his NWT 
counterpart.

Simailak responded that he had not. Malliki then asked if he 
would commit to undertaking a formal public consultation on 
this issue, which Simailak quickly denied as well.

Decentralization promised
Coral Harbour, Naujaat
Malliki, who represents Coral Harbour and Naujaat, directed a 

question in the legislative assembly to Minister of Executive and 
Intergovernmental Affairs PJ Akeeagok about the government’s 
plans for further decentralization.

“Neither of the communities that I represent are decentralized,” 
said Malliki. “I am wondering whether the government is planning 
for more decentralization to the smaller communities.”

Akeeagok responded that the government had no plans for 
that currently but in the coming months would be looking at it.

“The smaller communities need to benefit,” responded Malli-
ki. “We fall behind larger communities in Nunavut. Why is the 
government, or the Premier, not planning to support the smaller 

Continued from page 7

Minister of Justice Craig Simailak gave no confidence that his department was interested in doing away with twice-yearly 
time changes for the territory. Trevor Wright/NNSL file photo

communities and why is this not a priority?”
Akeeagok responded that the government recognizes the im-

portance of the issue.
“Currently, we are negotiating devolution, and it has been 

a priority to date, and we are following this process,” he said 
through interpretation. “We are looking at it, and once we agree 
on a plan to acquire some positions in the coming months, we 
will then be reviewing the model to see where and if there are 
any changes that can be made.”

Malliki pointed to unfilled positions in the GN and the potential 

for people to work remotely.
“The pandemic illustrated that this was possible, so I would 

like for the government to consider that the location of jobs can 
be done anywhere now,” he said through interpretation.

Akeeagok agreed and said the government would be reviewing 
that potential.

“We are looking to fill as many positions with Inuit as possible, 
and it’s clear that Inuit in the communities want to work,” he said 
through interpretation. “We understand your concern, and expect 
to be able to report to you in the near future.”
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