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New study suggests 
landfill management 
to limit polar bear 

conflicts

Arviat slowpitch league 
plays no matter the 

weather

Idlout heard a change in Pope’s tone
Nunavut MP encouraged by Pope’s visit and recognition of genocide

Christina Innukshuk Christina Innukshuk 
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three-bedroom three-bedroom 
Nunavut Public Nunavut Public 
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Calling out Calling out 
for helpfor help

Luke Qanak Makkigak 
memorial square dance 
set to honour young 
Rankin Inlet man

ᐃᓪᓚᐅᑦ ᑐᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖕᓂᖓᓂ

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ
ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᖁᕋᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes 
and run corrections. If  you spot an error in Kivalliq News, 
call (867) 645-3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email 
kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.
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Fatal ATV accident
Arviat

A child is deceased and another sustained injuries in 
an ATV accident late Wednesday, Aug. 3.

At 11 p.m., the Arviat RCMP were dispatched to a 
report of the accident on 7th Avenue.

Four people were on the ATV at the time of the ac-
cident. Two adult passengers were injured, one child 
sustained several injuries and the second child was 
pronounced deceased at the health centre.

The matter remains under investigation.
“Our thoughts are with the family and the community 

during this very difficult time,” stated the RCMP in a 
news release.

Avian flu appears
Nunavut

Presence of Avian influenza is suspected in two cases 
in Sanikiluaq and Cambridge Bay, says the Government 
of Nunavut.

The Canadian Wildlife Service informed the GN of 
a suspected case of avian flu detected in a live thick-
billed murre on Coats Island, and another in a herring 
gull near Cambridge Bay. Both samples were sent for 
confirmatory testing.

“The risk of avian influenza infection in the general 
public is considered low,” stated the GN in a news 
release.

“There is no evidence to suggest that the avian in-
fluenza virus can be transmitted to humans through 
the consumption of fully cooked game birds or eggs. 
In general, human cases of avian influenza are caused 
by close, prolonged contact with infected live or dead 
poultry or contaminated environments. While the risk 
of human infection with avian influenza viruses is low, 
individuals should always use basic hygienic precautions 
when handling wild birds.”

Signs of avian flu in birds include nervousness, trem-
bling, lack of coordination, swelling around the head 
and eyes, diarrhea and sudden death.

“If you notice any unusual death or illness in birds, 
contact your local conservation office,” stated the GN. 
“If  you feel very sick after handling a bird, contact 
your local health centre.”

Health centre closures begin
Nunavut

The Government of Nunavut has announced the 
first health centres to temporarily close due to staffing 
shortages.

Pangnirtung closed briefly for one week previously, 
but the GN announced the Kinngait health centre 
would be closed from Aug. 9 to Sept. 30.

“During the temporary closure, paramedics are on 
site to provide emergent or life-threatening care,” stated 
the GN in a news release July 25. “The Department 
of Health will use a combination of virtual health and 
paramedic services to support clients in Kinngait.”

Calls to the health centre will be directed to virtual 
support services and may be forwarded to other com-
munities. Callers are recommended not to hang up 
while waiting.

“The Department of Health is working with govern-
ment and territorial partners to ensure Nunavummiut 
have access to necessary health services while addressing 
staff  shortages,” wrote the GN.

In the last sitting of the legislative assembly, Health 
Minister John Main had forecast complete closures in 
12 community health centres.

The Department of Health previously told Kivalliq 
News it was doing everything it could to avoid closures, 
but any closures will be announced two weeks ahead 
of time.

As of press time, no closures for Kivalliq communities 
had yet been announced.

The closures are blamed on staffing shortages.
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Hope following 
Pope’s visit
Nunavut MP heard a change in tone between speeches

Nunavut MP Lori Idlout says she picked up on a change 
in tone between Pope Francis’ first speech and apology to 
Indigenous people in Maskwacis and his final speech in Iqaluit 
during his visit to Canada.

“It really felt like he sincerely heard what he’s been told by 
Inuit, First Nations and Metis, because by the time he spoke 
in Iqaluit, he had a stronger sense of determination to tell 
the people that follow him that they need to really work with 
Indigenous peoples to make sure there is change,” said Idlout, 
who attended both speeches in person. “I heard that change in 
tone and I appreciated that very much. It makes me hopeful 
for what could possibly happen afterwards.”

She was also encouraged by something not part of the Pope’s 
speeches: his recognition of genocide against Indigenous peo-
ple, which he acknowledged during questions from reporters 
on the plane trip back to Rome.

“It definitely grew my sense of hope,” said Idlout. “For him 
to admit that there was (genocide), it will have ripple effects 
all over the world.”

That impact was already felt by the following Monday. 
Idlout said she was on a video conference call with a French 
MP who raised the Pope’s remarks about genocide and called 
for the need for justice as a result.

“I think important decision makers all over the world have 
been given a spark” to pursue positive change, said Idlout.

The Pope’s decision to include Nunavut in his trip was vital 
according to Idlout, who added that Inuit can often be left 
out of conversations about Indigenous people in the country.

“I think that the Pope’s words understandably have a lot of 
weight, and because of that, there were high expectations,” 
she said when asked if  his speeches were enough. “I know of 
people who feel like he didn’t go far enough, that some of the 
words he said were not enough, and I think it is important 
to acknowledge them and respect them and make sure that 
those people who felt like it was not enough are heard and 
get the support they need to make sure that they could feel 
like there’s actual reconciliation, there’s justice, there’s a path 
to move forward.”

For Idlout personally, she found his words momentous, 
because historically, Popes have not gone as far as he has in 
acknowledging the atrocities committed by the church.

“At the same time, he weaved in a sense of hope for the future, 
that he’s asked the institution that he’s the leader of to work 
with First Nations, Metis, Inuit. And I think that his request 
and his hope that the rest of the church follow his lead gives 
me a sense of hope that maybe we will see changes now that 
the Pope has said those words.”

Idlout agrees with calls to rescind the Doctrine of Discovery, 
a decree from more than 500 years ago that provided religious 
backing for Christian European monarchies to legitimize the 
colonization and evangelization of lands outside Europe.

She also supports and echoes the calls for Johannes Rivoire 
to be extradited to Canada so that alleged victims of the priest, 
who spent 30 years in Nunavut, can get justice.

Moving forward, Idlout wants to see resources provided 
to Indigenous people so they can continue to work toward 
regaining their sense of pride in themselves.

“What the churches and the governments did was steal our 
identity,” said Idlout. “It is important that we are able to 
regain a positive sense of our identity as First Nations, Inuit 
and Metis.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Nunavut
Local Journalism Initiative

A summer rain and wind storm wasn’t 
enough to slow down the Arviat soft-
ball league for games on Sunday, Aug. 

7. Players were completely soaked 
and running through pud-

dles to score runs, all 
with smiles on their 

faces.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services
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An interesting takeaway from 
Nunavut MP Lori Idlout after 
hearing Pope Francis’ first and 
last speeches during his tour 
of Canada was an appreciable 
change in tone she noticed.

“It really felt like he sincerely 
heard what he’s been told,” she 
said.

We can read about things that 
happened and know a subject 
up and down, but until you’ve 
been in the presence of those 
affected in their homes, you 
won’t fully understand.

In this industry, I liken it to 
remote newspaper reporters 
who know every story in your 
community but have never vis-
ited – they never get a true feel 
for the town, and there’s always 

an inauthentic element to their 
reporting.

Regarding the Pope, it’s not 
surprising that 
being in the pres-
ence of Indigenous 
people and feeling 
their emotions grew 
his appreciation for 
the situation over 
the course of his 
visit.

I would posit that 
the vast majority of 
Canadians would 
be horrified to 
learn the truth of 
residential schools’ 
history and would 
support signifi-
cant action to heal 
those wounds, especially if  they 
had the personal experience of 
hearing from those affected and 
being in their world.

The resistance to that comes 
mostly from innocent igno-
rance of one of the worst parts 

of Canadian his-
tory.

I grew up in Van-
couver in the ‘90s 
and ‘00s, and we 
didn’t hear much 
about Indigenous 
people’s history in 
our country – we 
didn’t even know 
Inuit, First Nations 
and Metis were 
three different 
groups.

My dad is a Van-
couver boy too, 
now in his 70s, 
and it was only me 

moving North several years ago 
that opened his eyes to some of 
this history.

Learning about residential 

school and just how bad it got 
truly broke his heart, and he’s 
taken an active interest in edu-
cating himself  about a part of 
Canada he was blind to grow-
ing up.

Now he’s got an Inuvialuk 
grandson named after him, and 
I love to see the merger of these 
two worlds between southern 
and northern Canada. In a 
world where the internet makes 
us feel so connected, it’s wild 
we can all be in the same coun-
try but know so little about 
each other.

At least in my experience, per-
sonalization is a big part of the 
reconciliation process.

The Pope’s visit generated a 
lot of questions about what is 
appropriate or what is enough, 
but there is something to say 
for being here in person and 
feeling the reality.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services
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Nice to see the change in tone
Personalization key to reconciliation

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᐊᖑᑎ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᓘᒃ 
ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐸᕐᓇᒃᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ ᓯᑎᐱᕆᒧᑦ

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᔭᖓᓂ ᔭᐃᒥᒥ.

ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᐃᓅᓯᖓ ᐃᓱᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᑲᖅᖢᓂ 19−ᓂ ᓄᕕᐱᕆ 18, 2018−ᒥ. ᒫᓐᓇ 
ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ 
ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᕐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᓗᓂ.

“ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑯᓘᓪᓗᓂ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓘᓯ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ, ᓂᖏᐅᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ. “ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑲᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓂ ᑐᓂᓯᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᐊᑖᑕᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ. ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᕚᓘᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒪᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᒃ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᓂᖅᐹᕆᖃᑕᐅᒋᓚᐅᖅᐸᖓ.”

ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᑲᓪᓚᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᐊᖅᓵᕐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

“ᐃᓱᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᒪᒥᓴᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒍᑦ, 
ᒪᒥᓴᖃᑎᒌᒡᓗᑕ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᓗᑕ, ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓗᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᓗᑕ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐱᓕᕆᓗᑕ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓘᒃ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᕐᔪᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ. 
ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑎᖓᓂ.

“ᑭᖑᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ. 
“ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᐱᑕ? ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓗᒍ 
ᐱᐅᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.”

ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᕗᖅ — ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᖑᕙᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ— ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖦᖤᓕᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 1-4−ᒧᑦ 
ᐊᓐᓂᑭᑕᕐᕕᑐᖃᕐᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒨᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ, ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓪᓘᓗᓂ 
ᒧᒥᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

ᒧᒥᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕆᐊᖅᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᐃᓱᓕᕝᕕᒃᓴᖓ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 26−ᖑᕗᖅ. 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᓄᑦ-ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒧᑦ $8,000−
ᖑᕗᖅ, $6,000−ᓂ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ $4,000−ᓂ 
ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓄᑦ.

ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

A square dance competition in Rankin Inlet 
will honour the life of Luke Qanak Makkigak, 
who loved to dance and passed away at age 
19. Photo courtesy of Janet Makkigak

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓘᒃ 
ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᕐᒥ, ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᒧᒥᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 19−ᓂ.

Luke Qanak Makkigak, left, is remembered as 
a generous and talented young man. Photo 
courtesy of Janet Makkigak

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᕗᖅ 
ᑐᓂᓯᒐᔪᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔪᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᖅ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓚᐅᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᑦ.

ᐃᒥᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᐴᖅᑐᒐᕐᓂ ᓱᓐᓂᕈᑕᐅᓲᓂ 
ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᖅ.

Luke Qanak Makkigak loved to square dance 
with his sister Jamie.

Tragically, his life ended at age 19 on Nov. 
18, 2018. Now the family is finally hosting the 
First Annual Luke Qanak Makkigak memorial 
square dance competition in his honour.

“He died very young,” said Lucy Makkigak, 
his great-aunt and chairperson of the square 
dance committee. “He was a very good hunter. 
He provided country food to his family, grand-
parents, everybody. He was in high school, he 
was a very good student and he loved to trav-
el. He travelled many places for square dance 
competitions. Square dance was one of his big 
passions.”

His sudden passing was a shock to his family 
and the community.

“I started thinking, we need to heal, heal as 
a family, heal as a community, and maybe we 
can do one of Luke’s passions,” said Makkigak.

That’s how his relatives decided on a square 
dance competition in his name.

“He’s missed dearly,” said Makkigak. “But 
what can we do? We can only move forward 
and remember him in a positive way.”

The competition has been three years in the 
making — the pandemic delayed it — and it 
will finally be held Sept. 1-4 at the old arena 

in Rankin Inlet.
The first three days are for the square dance 

competition, with the last one as a family fun 
day for the dancers and community.

Teams from outside of Rankin Inlet are in-
vited to compete. The deadline for registering 
is Aug. 26. The first-place prize is $8,000, with 
$6,000 for second and $4,000 for third.

Everyone is welcome to attend the competi-
tion, space permitting. Makkigak said safety is 
the first priority and attendance will be arranged 
by age group, if  required.

No alcohol or drugs will be tolerated.
Makkigak invites everyone to enjoy the com-

petition in remembrance of Luke.

Luke Qanak Makkigak dances with sister 
Jamie at Pakallak Tyme in 2016. Photo cour-
tesy of Janet Makkigak

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᒧᒥᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᔭᒥᓂ 
ᐸᑲᓪᓚᒃ ᑕᐃᒻᒥ 2016−ᒥ.
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ᐅᖁᒃ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖕᒥᐅᓗᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ: 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᕗᖅ

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓅᑦᑐᒪᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᔫᔮᙱᓚᖅ

ᓯᓂᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓇᓚᕈᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 6-ᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᓂ 10−ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᐅᙱᓐᓂᖅᐹᖑᙱᓚᖅ ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ 
ᐃᓄᒃᓲᑉ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂ.

ᐅᖁᖕᒥ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᐱᓚᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓐᓂ 
ᐱᐅᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᐱᑭᑦᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ, ᐅᐃᖃᙱᖦᖢᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 7−ᓄᑦ.

“ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒥᓕᒫᑦᑎᐊᖅ. ᐅᖁᒃᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐅᐊᓴᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᑖᓂ ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᐅᖁᒃᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᐅᕕᓂᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᕙᓗᖓᓂ. 
ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓄᑦ ᐅᐊᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖓᓂ, ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᐊᑖᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 
ᖁᓕᖓᓂ ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ.”

9−ᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ.
“ᐃᓄᑑᔪᓐᓇᙱᓚᖓᓘᓐᓃᑦ,”ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᑎᑕᖓ ᐃᓚᖏᑕ 
ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. ᐅᖁᖕᒥ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᐅᐱᕐᙶᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ.

“ᐊᐳᑎ ᐊᐅᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᑐᐊᕋᒥ, ᐱᖓᓱᑦ 
ᓱᕈᓰᑦ ᖁᐃᖅᓱᑲᑕᒃᐳᑦ. ᖃᓂᒻᒪᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑐᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ.

ᑎᐱᑐᐊᖑᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ, ᐃᓯᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖓᑕ 
ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᖓ 
ᑯᑐᒃᐳᖅ. ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᒪᑐᓯᓯᒪᓇᓱᒃᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᖕᒪᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐳᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᓂᖅᓰᕕᖕᒥᙶᖅᑐᓂ ᓴᓂᕐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᐅᒃᑕᔫᒥ ᐅᓕᖕᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑎᐱᐊᓗᐊ ᓱᓕ 
ᓇᐃᒪᓇᖅᐳᖅ.

“ᑎᐱᐊᓗᐊ ᒪᒪᙱᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᖅ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᒋᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᐊᑖᓃᑦᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᔾᔨᕕᖓᓂ 
ᒪᒪᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ. ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ 
ᑎᐱᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᔪᓯᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐱᕆᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓱᐃᖅᓱᖢᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓱᓕ ᓇᓂᓯᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᒥᓂ.

“ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 7−ᓂ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓯᒪᕗᖓ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑐᖅᓲᖓᓂ.

“ᐊᐱᕆᑐᐊᕌᖓᒪ, ᐅᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ, 
‘ᐃᓚᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᓱᓕ ᑎᑭᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ. ᑎᑭᓛᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓯᑲᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᓕᖅᐸᑦ.’ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᑲᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᒃᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ.”

ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᒪᑐᓯᓯᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ 
ᖁᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑯᑐᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓯᒪᒻᒪᕆᒃᐳᖅ ᐲᖅᓯᓇᓱᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖓᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ 
ᐲᔭᕈᓐᓇᙱᓚᖏᑦ.

“ᖁᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓴᓂᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ, ᓇᑎᖓ 
ᐊᐅᓚᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 
“ᑐᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓯᖓᕝᕙᓪᓚᔪᒥ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓘᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᐃᓂᐊᓂ.”

ᓅᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒧᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᐃᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓲᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ. ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ, 
ᑐᓴᖅᓯᒪᓗᐊᙱᓚᖅ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓅᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

‘ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᕗᖅ’ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᐃᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
$236−ᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᑕᒫᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᑦᑑᔮᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓪᓗᒍ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᕆᔭᖓᓂ ᐃᒡᓗ.

“ᐊᔪᕐᓇᖅᑐᐊᓗᒃ,”ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᐃᖃᕐᓇᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐊᑭᖃᓪᓗᐊᙱᓚᖅ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒥ? 
ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᕗᖅ, ᐱᐅᙱᑦᑐᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ.”

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᑲᓃᖏᓐᓇᕋᓗᐊᕈᓂ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᐋᒃᑲᓘᓐᓃᑦ, 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᖁᔭᖓ.

“ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᕗᑦ 
ᐱᐅᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᑑᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. “ᐊᓂᔪᓐᓇᑳᓪᓚᒃᑯᒪ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᖁᓕᒫᑦ ᐲᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ.”

ᔮᓱᐊ ᓛᖕ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᔪᖅ ᐋᔩᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
258−ᓂ ᒪᑐᐃᖓᔪᓂ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᑕᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 
14−ᒥ.

“ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑎᖏᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᓈᒻᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐃᓄᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ,” 
ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᖕ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐸᖕᒥᐅᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ. ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᕐᙲᓐᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ 
ᐃᒡᓗᑖᕈᓐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓲᖑᕗᑦ 
ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓ 
ᐱᔭᐅᑐᐊᖅᐸᑦ.”

ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ.

“ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᕙᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕆᔭᐅᑐᐊᖅᐸᑕ,” ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑐᓂᓰᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐅᖁᖕᒧᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᖁᖕᒧᑦ−
ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ,”

ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᖕ. “ᐊᖏᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕌᖓᑦ 
ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ.”

ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᒃᑯᓂ ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ, 
ᑐᓂᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

She’s been sleeping on her living room couch 
for six years trying to fit 10 people into her 
three-bedroom house, but that’s not even the 
worst of Christina Innukshuk’s problems.

Mould, sewage and maintenance issues have 
added up to a miserable situation in her public 
housing unit.

“My condition in my house is very awful,” 
said the soft-spoken Innukshuk, a single moth-
er who has been living in her three-bedroom 
public housing unit for the past seven years.

“There’s mould everywhere. There’s mould 
under the sink in the kitchen, there’s mould in 
the washroom, bathtub wall. There’s mould 
in the laundry room, in the crawl space. There 
was mould in the ceiling.”

Nine other family members share her home.
“I don’t even have my own privacy,” she said, 

though her priority is her family’s comfort.
The mould problem especially rears its head 

in spring and summer.
“As soon as the snow starts melting, the three 

kids have been coughing lately. They’ve been 
getting sick,” said Innukshuk.

That’s not the only smell affecting her house-
hold, as the entrance room’s sewage pipe is 
leaking. Innukshuk has tried to cover the gaps 

with a mixture of  lard and dryer lint plus 
plastic wrap, but the smell is still there.

“That smell’s really awful,” she said, add-
ing that she has to throw out clothing and 
belongings kept in the crawlspace because 
of the stench.

A diesel smell also lingers toward the livin-
groom at times, she said.

Innukshuk said she’s asked for maintenance 
help many times but hasn’t found the assis-
tance she needs.

“It’s been seven years now I’ve been waiting,” 
she said about other issues with the porch. 
“Every time I ask, they’ll say, ‘Oh, things we 
need haven’t come in yet. They will be coming 
in next barge.’ But the barge and ships are 
coming in every year.”

In addition to trying to patch up the sewage 
leak, Innukshuk has been getting handy trying 
to remove mould in her bathroom, but she 
can’t get it all herself.

“Right by the toilet, the floor is moving,” 
she said. “I heard a crack a few days ago in 
my living room, in the kitchen area.”

She desperately wants to move to a four-bed-
room unit to accommodate her large family. 
So far, she hasn’t heard much movement on 
her request to relocate.

‘It’s not worth it’
Innukshuk is currently paying Nunavut 

Housing Corporation $236 per month for 
the unit, but she hardly thinks that’s fair con-
sidering the condition of it.

“It’s pretty hard,” she said. “And as a single 
mother, what’s worth paying a rent like that? 
It’s not worth it, because it’s bad.”

And whether she stays in the three-bedroom 
unit or not, she wants it to be repaired.

“Few people live in probably even worse 
than I do,” she said, recognizing she’s not 
alone with these issues in the community and 

territory. “If I happen to get out of that house, 
I’m really hoping Housing will renovate that 
house properly and get all the mould out.”

Joshua Long, senior communications officer 
with the Nunavut Housing Corporation, said 
there were 258 open applications for public 
housing in Rankin Inlet as of Feb. 14.

“The Nunavut Housing Corporation is com-
mitted to ensuring its tenants are appropriately 
accommodated with enough bedrooms to 
satisfy their needs through national occupancy 
standards,” stated Long in an email.

“Those currently in public housing who are 
living in overcrowded conditions should make 
their needs known to their local housing orga-
nization. Those who are unable to immediately 
secure housing are placed on a waiting list as 
soon as their application is received.”

He added that the corporation takes health 
and mould concerns seriously.

“Public housing tenants are asked to report 
mould and any other maintenance issues to 
their Local Housing Organization as soon 
as they are noticed,” he wrote, adding that 
the corporation continues to provide training 
and support for local housing organizations 
to better enable on-the-ground responses to 
mould issues.

“The training includes both practical fixes 
to mould-related problems as well the occupa-
tional health and safety requirements needed 
to safely undertake renovations,” stated Long. 
“For large, complex remediations, Nunavut 
Housing Corporation engages engineering 
services, and where necessary tendering work 
to private contractors.”

If  a tenant is not happy with the level of 
maintenance they are receiving from their 
local housing organization, they may bring 
their concerns to the board or to the district 
if  necessary, he stated.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓇᖏᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 10−ᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᓕᒫᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

Plastic wrap covers lard and dryer lint in an 
attempt by Christina Innukshuk to close a 
sewage leak in her home. Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

ᐊᐅᒃᑕᔫᒥ ᐅᓕᒃᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐳᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐸᓂᖅᓰᕕᖓᓂᖔᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᖕᒥ 
ᒪᑐᓯᒪᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑯᑐᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ.

Mould in the bathroom has forced Christina 
Innukshuk to attempt some home repairs to 
get rid of it, but the problem is bigger than 
she can handle. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ 
ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᖕᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐲᔭᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᕗᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

Christina Innukshuk stands in front of her three-bedroom Nunavut Public Housing 
unit in Rankin Inlet. She’s one of 10 people living in the home and has been doing 

everything she can to contend with mould, sewage and 
maintenance issues. 

Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo
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Polar bears are seen here in Churchill, Manitoba. A new report on managing polar bear conflicts with humans suggests 
bear-proof methods of garbage storage. Photo courtesy of Dan Guravich / Polar Bears International

Polar bears and dumps Polar bears and dumps 
need to be addressedneed to be addressed

First ‘Heart of Hudson Bay’ 
soccer tournament a success

The Red Flags came out on top in the first 
Heart of Hudson Bay soccer tournament in 
Coral Harbour Sunday, Aug. 7.

Members of  the winning team included 
Russell Matoo, Prime Paniyuk, Stanley JR 
Adjuk, Ruben Saviarjuk, Macy Jones, Randy 
Kataluk, Jeannie Jones, Adina Panika, Ray-
mond Kudlak, Vivian Paniyuk, and Keesha 
Jones.

In total, they took home $5,000 for first 
place. 

Coming in second was Goon Squad, earning 
$3,000. Third was Rankin, winning $2,000. 

Fourth was SDL for $1,000.
Nolan Sammurtok and Emma Jones were 

named the top male and female athletes of 
the weekend.

Best forward was Prime Paniyuk, with best 
defence Ruben Saviakjuk and best goalie Xza-
vier Kubluitok.

Most sportsmanship went to Panilaa Tartak, 
most goals male to Nolan Sammurtok and 
most goals female to Samantha Nakoolak.

Coral Harbour Soccer thanked all support-
ers for their donations, including Calm Air, 
inovations, Sudliq Developments Limited, 
Northern Store, Katudgevik Co-op, Hamlet 
of Coral Harbour and Kivalliq Inuit Asso-
ciation.

New report warns of increasing conflicts in 
communities if waste not managed

Polar bears are increasingly attracted to community dumps 
in the North, and according to a new report in the journal 
Oryx, higher levels of  government need to find a way to 
address the problem.

“It’s sort of an overview of what many of us as polar bear 
researchers view as an emerging issue for human-bear conflicts 
in the North,” explained Dr. Andrew Derocher, Professor of 
Biological Sciences at the University of Alberta, one of the 
authors of ‘Anthropogenic food: An emerging threat to polar 
bear conservation.’

Derocher says polar bear managers and scientists don’t 
have many tools to address climate change and its impacts, 
but they can pursue solutions to the growing potential of 
human-bear conflicts.

“Talking with colleagues that work across the Arctic, it was 
very clear that this was something that was happening in all of 
the five polar bear nations,” said Derocher. “It didn’t matter 
where you were. We were seeing more and more cases of polar 
bears coming into communities or near communities or into 
camps and causing conflicts with people.”

The outcomes of those conflicts are usually one of two 
things: either the polar bear gets killed, or much less likely, 
a person gets killed.

A case study out of Churchill, Manitoba addresses the chal-
lenge of polar bears and the landfill. Derocher explained that 

town closed its dump in 2005 — with garbage being housed 
in unused buildings instead. The community also rolled out 
a polar bear management plan to deal with the animals who 
used to frequent the dump.

“If you look at many other places across the North — Ar-
viat, for example — that dump and the situation is sort of a 
potential increasing problem rather than a decreasing one as 
it is in Churchill,” said Derocher, adding that it’s a problem 
bigger than most northern communities can manage alone.

“I think the very clear issue here is that it really should not 
be the responsibility of the communities. This is the respon-
sibility of higher levels of government.”

While polar bear visits to the landfill keep these animals top 
of mind, residents of the North are famliar with the debate 
around the health of polar bear populations. Derocher knows 
this discussion well.

“It’s an interesting phenomenon,” he said. “There are dif-
ferent perspectives, certainly on the population status in the 
western Hudson Bay Area. From the scientific side, the analyses 
that have been done indicate quite clearly that the population 
has declined.”

He’s been studying polar bears in the western Hudson Bay 
since 1984.

“When it comes to the status of polar bears, it’s important 
to remember that we’ve got in Canada 13 different sub-pop-
ulations. Some we share with Greenland or Alaska and some 
of those populations are doing just fine, the abundance is very 
stable, there’s no indication of declines,” elaborated Derocher.

“So it depends on which area you look at, you get a different 
perspective. Scientifically, we believe that the western Hudson 
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Bay population has declined. It seems to have stabilized at a 
lower number.”

It used to be around 1,200 bears in the core monitoring area 
but is now around 800, he said. The southern Hudson Bay 
population has declined by about 10 to 15 per cent.

“But if  you look at the Foxe Basin population, which is the 
one at the northern end of Hudson Bay, that population looks 
very robust and stable and abundant,” said Derocher. “So 
when we talk about polar bear populations in Nunavut, we 
really have to look at which population we’re talking about, 
because there are several that are quite robust and looking 
very healthy.”

Back when he started studying polar bears 40 years ago, 
seeing bears around dumps was rare.

“It was an unusual occurrence,” he said, adding that Chur-
chill’s situation was something of anomaly. “It just wasn’t 
something that we saw in other parts of the Arctic.”

Solutions suggested in the report include education and 
implementation of bear-proof methods of garbage storage, 
along with adequate resources provided at the community 
level to mitigate the potentially increasing problem.
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