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Wildlife Sports News

Young hunters land first whales
Arviat program teaches traditional skills and knowledge

Rosemary Sandy completes 20 children’s Rosemary Sandy completes 20 children’s 
amautit in 10 days, making full use of amautit in 10 days, making full use of 
her time since retirement from teaching. her time since retirement from teaching. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photoStewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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Golden eagles tracked 
from Wisconsin to 

Baker Lake

Rankin Inlet youth 
pitches a stunning 

perfect game
Emotions flow during 
and after Pope’s visit
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names 

right. With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes 
and run corrections. If  you spot an error in Kivalliq News, 
call (867) 645-3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email 
kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. We'll get a correction or clarification 
in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
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Sewage spill contained
Rankin Inlet

The Government of Nunavut released a public health 
advisory regarding a sewage spill at the Johnston Cove 
Lift station Tuesday, July 26.

The incident happened at approximately 8:30 a.m. 
after the force main was damaged, causing effluent to 
spill into Johnston Cove before passing through the 
wastewater treatment plant.

The public had been advised to avoid the area and 
the water.

“Coming in contact with sewage can expose a person 
to bacteria, viruses and parasites that are harmful to 
health and may cause disease,” wrote the GN’s news 
release.

As of later that morning, the leak had been contained.

Water service disruption
Rankin Inlet

Critical maintenance is taking place on the power 
systems at the Williamson Lake pumphouse in Rankin 
Inlet, which was scheduled to cause two water shut-
downs in the community.

Community and Government Services operations 
and maintenance workers were scheduled to replace the 
existing transfer switch, requiring them to completely 
shut down the building power for two to three hours.

One shutdown was scheduled for 11:55 p.m. Aug. 2, 
the other at 12:10 a.m. Aug. 4.

During this time, pumped water service would not 
be available to the community.

The Hamlet of Rankin Inlet stated that a boil water 
advisory would be going out from the Department 
of Health.

Swing Flames tournament 
approaches

Baker Lake
The third annual Swing Flames Softball Tournament 

is coming back to Baker Lake Aug. 12-14, with the 
deadline for teams to sign up on Aug. 8.

Teams outside of Baker Lake are invited to play.
The event is held in honour of  the late Solomon 

Tulurialik, who passed away in July 2019.
More information can be found on the Baker Lake 

Public Bulletin page.

A sewage spill at the Johnston Cove Lift Station was 
contained Tuesday, July 26. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

A lifetime of experience

Rosemary Sandy makes 20 amautiit in 10 days

When Rosemary Sandy retired from teaching, she couldn’t 
just sit around and do nothing.

“That’s not me,” said Sandy, who’s from Coral Harbour 
but has been living in Rankin Inlet since the 1980s. “I’m the 
person that keeps going and wants to do a lot of things.”

And her output is impressive: when she got an assignment to 
make 20 amautiit for five- and six-year-old school graduates, 
she completed the entire job in 10 days.

“I did all these and I made an extra three,” she said, after 
she posted a photo of her work and others inquired about 
making them one for their child.

“All of them are different colours. I ty to make them different 
colours just to keep them interesting.”

She grew up in Coral Harbour on the outskirts of town, 
several kilometres from school. Her father worked at the 
airport, which was also a distance away, so she spent a lot of 
time at home observing her mother’s sewing.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Rosemary Sandy made 20 amautiit for kindergarten graduation in just 10 days. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Nunavummiut gather 
for pope’s apology

Pope Francis finished his Canadian tour with a stop in 
Iqaluit on Friday, July 29, where he apologized for the “evil” 
of Canada’s residential schools.

He asked forgiveness for the actions performed by Catholics 
who contributed to the policies of cultural assimilation and 
enfranchisement in those schools.

Nunavummiut, by and large, took the afternoon off  from 
work to take in the pope’s apology, with many travelling to 
Iqaluit to be there in person.

Following his visit, the pope told reporters on the plane back 
to Rome that although he did not use the word genocide in 
his apologies, he described genocide and it was accurate to 
use that term.

Trevor Wright/NNSL photos

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Pope Francis apologizes for the “evil” of Canada’s residential 
schools in Iqaluit Friday, July 29. Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

The community, and many people from out of town, gather 
in Iqaluit to hear the pope apologize for residential schools. 
Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

Jack Anawak was on hand for the pope’s apology. Trevor 
Wright/NNSL photo

“My first wasn’t that great,” she said about dipping her 
toes into making amautiit, remembering she gave it a shot 
in her 20s.

But after she kept making them and getting better, family 
began requesting amautiit and her abilities grew from there.

Ever since, she’s been making all manner of traditional 
cold-weather gear and spends much of her time going from 
contract to contract teaching other people how to sew. But 
her favourite is the amauti.

“I just love amautiit,” she said.
One of Sandy’s jobs had her a bit skeptical at first – teaching 

men at the healing facility how to sew. But she was warmed 
to see the inmates’ pride in making items for their children.

“It makes me feel great, because they did something for their 
family,” she said. “A lot of them – all of them, actually – it’s 
always their first time seeing the sewing machine or trying the 
sewing machine, but a lot of them are fast learners.”

For a while when she was younger, Sandy observed that 
the skills in making traditional clothing were falling off, as 
people were able to buy winter gear from the stores. But with 
the sewing programs she’s involved in across the region, she’s 
seen interest pick up again.
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Seeing the fruits of the Ujjiq-
suiniq Young Hunters Program 
from the Aqqiumavvik Society 
in Arviat as youth caught some 
of their first whales was a great 
reminder of the beautiful words 
Joe Karetak shared with me 
months ago.

We had a two-hour phone call 
soon after I arrived to Rankin 
Inlet, in which he explained the 
goals and ideology of Aqqiu-
mavvik Society. It was beyond 
enlightening and impossible 
to summarize in a newspa-
per-length story.

It was clear the Aqqiumavvik 
Society had been developed 
with a strong philosophical 
foundation, and it’s not surpris-
ing the organization is seeing 
success.

Karetak described Inuit cul-
ture as a data collection system 
of all things – “a historical 

library” – accounting for where 
animals are, changes in the sea-
sons, what to look out for and 
so on.

But disruptions 
to the culture broke 
the chains of that 
knowledge being 
passed down.

“You could feel 
there’s something 
missing but you 
have no idea what it 
is,” explained Kare-
tak about the lost 
knowledge.

The Aqqiumavvik 
Society aims to do 
its part to rebuild 
those connections, 
and when the cul-
ture is introduced 
to youth, Karetak would ob-
serve the young participants al-
most immediately able to grasp 
the concepts and skills, as if  the 
puzzle was finally put together.

He also discussed the different 
economic system Inuit adopted 

compared to that of the Western 
world, saying Inuit were enabled 
by a management system based 
on holistic perspectives.

“To me, it’s under-
standing you don’t 
control the environ-
ment, you don’t con-
trol the animals. You 
control very little 
except yourself  and 
each other,” he said.

That bred the 
need to work to-
gether and focus on 
the ‘human’ aspect 
of society, rather 
than the technologi-
cal one.

The modern 
world might see the 
Inuit way as “back-

wards,” he continued, but that’s 
only when the technological side 
is the focus.

He compared Inuit and 
Western cultures to IBM and 
Apple, saying that just because 
they were incompatible at first 

doesn’t mean they can’t grow to 
work with each other.

There’s no magic solution, he 
said, but there is time.

“Time is something that I 
think has to be considered, 
because it’s going to take a 
while to get to that stage,” said 
Karetak. “It took a long time 
to build Inuit culture and then 
when it completely stopped for 
a while – just about stopped 
for a while – what stopped was 
the information being passed 
on to the younger generations. 
The older people still had it, but 
their way of passing it on got 
stopped.”

If Western society wants to 
see Inuit successful, it must ac-
commodate some changes back 
to Inuit systems, he said.

His teachings go on. As men-
tioned, it could never fit prop-
erly or be perfectly captured on 
this page. But it’s good to see 
the Aqqiumavvik Society help-
ing keep those chains of knowl-
edge together.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat
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Providing the missing 
puzzle piece
Aqqiumavvik Society rooted in valuable philosophy

Can’t touch this
Carson Nukapiak pitches a 
perfect game

Carson Nukapiak pitched a per-
fect game in the gold medal finals 

of the Peewee Baseball Champi-
onship in Rankin Inlet, leading his 
team to a 1-0 victory Sunday, July 
24. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
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Hunters land 
their first whales
Aqqiumavvik Society brings youth on 
the land

Four young hunters hit a milestone with 
their first whales last week in Arviat.

Charlie Sinnisiak Jr, Andre Alikut, Dexter 
Kalluak and Ivan St. John all got their first 
whales on Thursday, July 28.

They were taking part in the Ujjiqsuiniq 
Young Hunters Program through the Aqqi-
umavvik Society, which started in 2012. It’s a 
community-based project designed to develop 
sustainable harvesting practices in youth be-
tween the ages of eight and 18.

Each intake is about 10 weeks long and in-
volves eight to 10 participants, with intakes for 
three different age groups. The four hunters 
are part of the high school group.

In the program, participants learn from El-
ders, Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit, cultural beliefs 
and values around sustainable hunting prac-
tices, environmental stewardship and Inuit 
malijarjuit: living in harmony and balance, 
planning and preparing for the future, working 
for the common good and being respectful 

of all things.
The young hunters also spend time in the 

shop, where they learn how to make tools 
for seasonal activities, such as ulus, knives, 
qamutik building, niksik making, harpoon 
and harpoon head making, fishing net repair 
and building, pana making and much more.

Using those tools and their education from 
Elders, participants head out on the land to 
put it all into practice during hunting and 
camping sessions.

This summer, the group has also been mon-
itoring and learning how to use technolo-
gy, such as sea bed mapping, water quality 
monitoring, animal monitoring and necropsy 
— learning how to take samples of various 
animals to be tested by Department of Fish-
eries and Oceans or other research partners, 
SmartICE monitoring, weather monitoring 
and much more – plus basic gun, boat, land 
safety, Arctic survival skills and more.

The Aqqiumavvik Society is a community 
wellness organization in Arviat that seeks to 
promote self-reliance through locally driven 
programming that uses the collective resources 
of individuals, family and community.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat

Deejay Akatsiak, Darryl Baker, Charlie Sinnisiak Jr. and Andre Alikut harvest whales together 
in Arviat Thursday, July 28. Photo courtesy of Aqqiumavvik Society

Young hunters instructor Ollie Mikiyungiak, Deejay Akatsiak and Dexter Kalluak attend to a 
whale harvest. Photo courtesy of Aqqiumavvik Society

Charlie Sinnisiak Jr. shows off his whale. Photo courtesy of Aqqiumavvik Society

Deejay Akatsiak holds a rope as Andre Alikut poses with his catch. Photo courtesy of 
Aqqiumavvik Society
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The Ribbies defeated the RBIs in the ladies slo-pitch tournament in Rankin Inlet on Sunday, July 24. Pictured here are the Ribbies, consisting of back row, from left, Sandra Papak, Erin 
Kubluitok, Appolina Makkigak, Geralyn Kaludjak, Leah Gibbons, Tracy Ittinuar and Keisha Aliyak. Front row, from left, Tamara Amarok, Lukisha Tatty, Amy Kaludjak, Brenda Tagalik and 
Erin Kaludjak. Photo courtesy of Taina Aliyak Kubluitok

Golden eagle sparks interest in Baker Lake
Tracked bird flew all the 
way from Wisconsin

How many eagles have you seen in the Kivalliq?
A couple of Facebook updates on the Baker Lake bulletin 

page from a Wisconsin, USA, wildlife biologist tracking the 
movement of a golden eagle excited many commenters.

Ryan Schmitz, assistant manager of the Raptor Resource 
Project in Wisconsin, posted in mid-July that an immature 
golden eagle he had been tracking had made its way about 
2,200 km from its wintering grounds and was on the southeast 
end of Baker Lake. The eagle had been captured in western 
Wisconsin in February and is one of two goldens the Raptor 
Resource Project is following.

Commenters chimed in on their own eagle sightings in the 
area, with one suggesting they knew where some goldens nest. 
Others expressed interest and remarked that they never knew 
bald eagles and golden eagles were different species.

Schmitz explained on Facebook that there is a population 
of approximately 200 golden eagles in the “Driftless Area” of 
the Upper Midwest (parts of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Illinois 
and Iowa) and that little is known about this eagle population 
concerning their summer and winter areas and migration paths.

Brett Mandernack, manager of the Raptor Resource Project, 
told Kivalliq News that he has also been tracking bald eagles 
since 1998-‘99, and some of them summer in Nunavut.

“What brings them to Nunavut and the Hudson Bay area?” 
asked Mandernack rhetorically. “Thousands of years of doing 
so. It must suit them, as far as finding adequate food and 
having adequate time to raise a family to repeat the cycle. 
Got to be a tight window, though, with the ‘warm’ season 
being rather brief.”

He shared location data for a bald eagle he’s been tracking 
since 2015, which was a second-year bird at the time, meaning 
it hatched in 2013.

“He is not a breeding bird, and is quite the wanderer,” 
remarked Mandernack. “As you can see, he is no stranger to 
the Whale Cove and Rankin Inlet area and is currently just a 
few miles northeast of Rankin Inlet.”

Not all eagles become breeders once they hit sexual matu-
rity, he said.

“Several continue to ‘float’ and do not stay in one place long 
enough to raise a clutch of young,” explained Mandernack, 
saying the bald eagle mentioned near Rankin Inlet was a 
perfect example of one such bird.

Ryan Schmitz is seen here extending the wing of one of 
the eagles the Raptor Resource Project is tracking. Photo 
courtesy of Brett Mandernack

This graphic shows the paths of the two golden eagles the 
Raptor Resource Project is tracking. Image courtesy of Brett 
Mandernack

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Baker Lake
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Ribbie me thisRibbie me this

As for the goldens near Baker Lake, one was likely too 
mobile to be incubating eggs, according to Mandernack. 
The other is still a youngster that has taken its time to reach 
its summer range.

Mandernack said it’s interesting to speculate whether the 
younger golden is an offspring of the adult, as both were 
trapped in close proximity to each other last winter and now 
both are summering in a similar range in Nunavut.

“Without DNA evidence to show they are related, it is just 
speculation,” he said.

Mandernack said the project team would be happy to con-
tinue updating Nunavummiut on the golden eagles’ travels.

This golden eagle, now in her 
third year, is seen here with 
Brett Mandernack of the Raptor 
Resource Project. Photo courtesy 
of Brett Mandernack
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