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Annie Taipana, 91, joins in the games at an Elders’ 
carnival in Rankin Inlet held by Ilitaqsiniq Friday, Aug. 26. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Two solar farms planned in Kivalliq
Naujaat and Coral Harbour projects inspired by desire to keep Nunavut clean

A joyful tossA joyful toss

Beloved pharmacist bids 
adieu to the Kivalliq

RCMP sergeant praised 
on way out

Solomon Tulurialik 
remembered with 

annual tournament in 
Baker Lake

ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᓯᕿᓂᖕᒨᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᓯᐅᕈᑎᓂᑦ 
ᐸᖕᓇᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᖕᒥᑦ

ᓇᐅᔮᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᑦ ᐱᔪᒃᓯᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓴᓗᒪᖁᓪᓗᒍ
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
∂¬∂Ä‰ÖÍ¬ü áÀ∏∂ÒπêÖÊçí.
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RCMP call volume up 20 per cent
Rankin Inlet

June and July were busy months for the Rankin Inlet RCMP.
Sgt. Benjamin Comley reported to council that in June the 

force responded to 270 calls for service, which resulted in 
37 criminal charges. At least 149 calls involved alcohol and 
78 detainees were lodged.

“This is 79 more calls than June of the previous year,” 
wrote Comley in his June report to council.

“Since the opening of the beer and wine store, we have 
seen an increase of calls from the previous year by 20 per 
cent. The actual cause of the increase in file load might be 
unclear but this was one of the busiest months of my career.”

That increased call volume meant RCMP members were 
disappointed to spend less time at community events, but 
Comley was proud that his team participated in the Indige-
nous Peoples Day barbecue and held a firearm and all-terrain 
vehicle safety event.

July saw high volumes as well, with 326 calls for service 
and 181 where alcohol was a factor, with 91 detainees lodged. 
That was 129 more calls than July of the previous year.

June and July saw a combined 38 calls regarding impaired 
operation of a motor vehicle and 96 for assault.

KIA seeks additional directors
Kivalliq

Ahead of the annual general meeting in October in Rankin 
Inlet, the Kivalliq Inuit Association (KIA) is looking for 
additional directors.

KIA is seeking four directors: an Elder’s representative age 
55 or older; a youth representative age 16 or older; a women’s 
representative; and a member at large. Those directors will 
hold office only for the purposes of the AGM and must be 
Kivalliq beneficiaries.

Applicants should send a letter of interest and resume to 
KIA before Sept. 16.

NCC, Nunavut Housing combine 
on agreement

Nunavut
The Nunavut Housing Corporation and NCC Development 

Limited announced an agreement in principle to pursue a 
strategic partnership in relation to the delivery of transi-
tional, public, affordable and market housing units across 
the territory.

Both organizations share a number of goals moving forward, 
such as developing Inuit workforce capacity and providing 
Inuit with opportunities for meaningful employment and 
careers in the building sector; delivering high-quality hous-
ing solutions for Nunavummiut that achieve customer and 
tenant satisfaction; and generating healthy economic and 
social returns while supporting local Nunavut communities.

In a news release, the organizations stated that it is assumed 
between 3,500 and 4,000 new units are currently needed to 
address the housing supply gap across the territory.

Participants in the Kivalliq Inuit Art Camp gather 
for a photo. Back row, from left, Samantha Tugak-
Brown, Anne Putumiraqtuq, Andrew Duffy, Paul 
Mantrop, Rob Saley, Rebekka Sanguin, Alyson 
Mckay, Andrew Qappik and Mark Kinniksie. Front 
row, from left, Sara Kidlapik, Jaqueline Teenar, 
Elizabeth Kabloona, Steve Shimout, Bernadette 
Dean, Becky Okatsiak, Victoria Amarook and Qovik 
Netser. Photo courtesy of Kivalliq Inuit Art Camp

ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᑮᓴᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᑭᐳᒃᓯᓂᖃᕋᔭᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ 30 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ
ᑐᕌᒐᒃᓴᖓ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓗᒪᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ

ᐸᓚᐃᓐ ᓯᔅᓕᑦ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓂᒃ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖁᕙᖏᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᓄᓇᒥ.

“ᑕᒫᓂ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᓯᒪᕗᖓ, ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᖓ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ, 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᖓ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᔅᓕᑦ, ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᖅ ᓴᒃᑰᑉ ᐱᕈᐃᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔩᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓄᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ−
ᐲᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ (IODI) ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ.

ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᓈᓇᖓᓂ, ᐱᕐᓇᑎ ᓂᕕᐊᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ, ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᑖᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᖓᓂ 
ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒧᑦ.

ᒫᓐᓇ, ᓯᔅᓕᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓇᓱᐊᕆᓪᓗᓂ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒥᓄᑦ.

“ᒥᑭᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᓇ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕆᕙᕋ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᓈᓇᒪ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᒥᑭᑦᑐᒥ ᐅᑎᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ−
ᐲᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ, ᓯᔅᓕᑦ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᓴᒃᑰᑉ ᐱᕈᐃᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔩᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓕᒥᑎᑦᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᔫᔪᒥ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ. 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᐸᓗᒃᐳᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓯᒫᓂᒃᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᑦ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓯᒫᓂᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ.

ᓯᔅᓕᑦᒧᑦ, ᐅᑯᐊ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ 
ᑐᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᓂᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᙱᓚᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓈᓚᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᔾᔮᕐᓇᐃᓐᓇᖁᔭᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ.

“ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᒃᑲ ᒫᓐᓇ ᐱᓯᒪᔭᒃᑲ, ᓂᕈᐊᕈᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᓴᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ−ᓂᕈᐊᕈᑎᒃ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᓂᕈᐊᕈᑎᒃ 
ᐱᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᓂ ᓄᓇᒥᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᒥ 
– ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖁᓇᔭᖅᐸᒃᑲ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ.”

ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᑯᕕᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᓱᒪᖓᓂ, ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕈᑕᐅᕗᖅ 
ᑖᔅᓱᒧᖓ.

“ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᙱᒃᑯᑦᑕ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖔᓗᒃ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ 
ᑯᕕᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᑕᒪᒃᑭᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᓐᓃᓛᖅᐳᑦ, ᑐᒃᑐᐃᑦ ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᓐᓃᓛᖅᐳᑦ, ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ 
ᑕᒫᓃᑦᑐᓐᓃᓛᖅᐳᑦ,,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᔅᓕᑦ. “ᐊᑕᐅᓯᑐᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᑯᕕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓯᒪᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ.”

ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᕆᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 1 MW ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ 1 
MWh ᕚᑕᓖᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑭᐳᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ 30 
ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ. 
ᓴᓪᓕᓄᑦ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᒥᑭᓐᓂᖅᓴᒐᓚᐅᕗᖅ, .96 MW ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ, ᐊᔾᔨᖓᓂ ᕚᑕᓖᒥ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 

ᐸᓚᐃᓐ ᓯᔅᓕᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᕗᖅ 
ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ−ᐲᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ (IODI) ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ. ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᓴᒃᑰᑉ ᐱᕈᐃᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᓂᑦ, ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ 
ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖕᓂ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ.

Blaine Chislett is energy champion for the Indigenous Off-
Diesel Initiative (IODI) program. With the support of Sakku 
Properties Limited, he’s spearheading solar farms in Naujaat 
and Coral Harbour. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐊᒻᒪ 31 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑭᐳᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ.
ᒪᑭᑕᓕᕈᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᔾᓚᓕᕈᓂ, ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 

ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑖᕆᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ ᑭᐳᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ 390,000 ᔩᑕᓂ 
ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ, ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᑭᐳᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ 360,000 ᓖᑕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ.

ᓯᔅᓕᑦ ᒪᓂᓴᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᒃᑰᑉ 
ᐱᕈᐃᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᔨᓄᑦ, ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓪᓗᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ. ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᓂ $12.8 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ−ᖑᕗᖅ, $11.8 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓪᓕᓄᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ.

ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓇᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ:
-.96 MW ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ 1MWh ᕚᑕᓖᒥ 

ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ
-2.5 ha (6.5 ᐊᐃᑯᒥ) ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ
-10 ᑐᑭᓕᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᖁᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᐅᕈᑎᓂ
-110 ᒦᑕᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ
-ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 2024
-ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 2025
-ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 30 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 

ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ
-1596 MWh/ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒧᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ
-31 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ 

ᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᓂᖓᓂ
-360,000 ᓖᑕᓂ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᓅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ
-Over ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 10.8 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᓖᑕᓂ 

ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ, ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 28,000 ᑕᓐᓂ 
CO2eq

ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓇᐃᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ:
-1 MW ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ 1MWh ᕚᑕᓖᒥ 

ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ
-3.1 ha (7.7 ᐊᐃᑯᒥ) ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ
-13 ᑐᑭᓕᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓯᖁᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᐅᕈᑎᓂ
-70 ᒦᑕᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᖅᑯᒻᒥ
-ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 2024
-ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 2025
-ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 30 ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 

ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ
-1866 MWh/ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒧᑦ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥ
-30 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ ᑲᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ 

ᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᓂᖓᓂ
-390,000 ᓖᑕᓂ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᓅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ
-Over ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ: 11.7 million ᓖᑕᓂ 

ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ displacement, more than 30,000 tones of 
CO2eq
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A green glint 
for the next 
generation
Two major Kivalliq solar 
projects would offset 
diesel by 30 per cent

Blaine Chislett wants his children to have the same opportunities 
he had growing up on the nuna.

“I grew up here, I’m part of the community, I am a beneficiary,” 
said Chislett, maintenance manager for Sakku Properties Limited 
and energy champion for the Indigenous Off-Diesel Initiative 
(IODI) program.

He remembers his mother, Bernadette Niviatsia, working on the 
Nunavut Land Claims Agreement and explaining to her children 
that she was working for their future.

Now, Chislett is pursuing two major solar projects in the Kivalliq 
to do the same for his children.

“In a small way, this is my way to do the same thing my mother 
did, give a little bit back,” he said.

As part of the IODI program, Chislett has teamed up with Sakku 
Properties Limited on large-scale solar projects in Naujaat and 

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
Naujaat and Coral Harbour

Coral Harbour. Both are similar in size and have already received 
financial backing, with initial community consultations having 
taken place over the summer.

For Chislett, these are not just investment projects, but a hear-
kening to what he loves about and wants to keep beautiful for 
Nunavut.

“My three children I have right now, if they choose to grow up 
in the same way – if they choose to go hunting or they choose to 
take benefits from the land or they choose to enjoy the land – I 
would like for them to be able to have that option.”

And diesel spills, in his mind, are a threat to that.
Continued on page 5



Accolades are pouring in for 
two community members ending 
their time in Rankin Inlet.

In the last few years, Sgt. Ben 
Comley and pharmacist manager 
Paula Vaters became beloved 
members of the community. And 
as their time here wraps up, the 
outpouring of love from lives 
touched by their goodness is 
real, both on social media and in 
person.

At the council meeting in 
which Comley announced his 
departure, deputy mayor Martha 
Hickes told him, “We love you.” 
And while I can’t quite guaran-
tee it from the recording, I swear 
I heard Comley say “I love you 

too,” in hushed 
tones as discussion 
continued. The 
sentiment certainly 
seemed to be there.

Vaters said she 
was surprised by the 
bombardment she 
received on social 
media after thanking 
her patients in a post 
on The Rankin Inlet 
News that got more 
than 70 comments 
and 200 likes.

Community 
members said 
they would be lost 
without her, that she was “the 
best ever” pharmacist and “your 
kindness was not unnoticed.” 

There were many 
more compliments 
and words of thanks.

Blaine Chislett of 
Sakku Investment 
Corporation isn’t 
leaving, but he is 
passionately pursu-
ing solar projects 
that go beyond good 
business and speak 
to his connection 
to his parents, his 
connection to his 
children and his de-
sire to see Nunavut 
thrive.

These are three 
individuals who all make a dif-
ference, and whose energy and 
contributions create positive 

waves across a community. But 
there are many more.

We can never measure the ef-
fects, but how many times has 
someone’s day been made slight-
ly better because Paula Vaters 
was their pharmacist, or Ben 
Comley was their cop?

It’s hardly quantifiable, but 
the more people we have who 
provide those positive waves, 
the more positive and in tune our 
community ocean is, to stretch 
that metaphor.

Rankin Inlet’s loss is Iqaluit 
and New Brunswick’s gain. 
Comley and Vaters’ replace-
ments have big shoes to fill, but 
those two individuals aren’t the 
last of the energetic and good 
people in the world.
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How individuals make 
the difference
Two beloved community members depart

Fun at the senior level
Ilitaqsiniq hosted an Elders’ carni-

val at the Agnico Eagle Arena Friday, 
Aug. 26.

No children were allowed as more 
than 60 Elders came out to get a 
great meal, play games and connect 
through the afternoon.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Elders point and laugh at other games going on while they wait 
their turn. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Maryanne 
Tattuinee 
laughs 
during 
one of the 
challenges. 
Stewart 
Burnett/
NNSL 
photo

Dorothy Sateana tries her hand at the Frisbee toss. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

Catherine Airut 
gives the Elders’ 

carnival two thumbs 
up. Stewart Burnett/

NNSL photo

Cecelia Ayaruak 
keeps it together 
while playing the 
ball-soccer game. 
Stewart Burnett/

NNSL photo
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And diesel spills, in his mind, are a threat to that.
“If we don’t do something about all the diesel spills, all the 

diesel consumption, then the geese won’t be here, the caribou 
herd won’t be here anymore, the fish will be gone,” said Chislett. 
“It just takes one big accident to lose what we’ve got.”

Diesel reduction
The Naujaat solar farm is projected to provide 1 MW solar 

energy with 1 MWh battery storage, offsetting 30 per cent of 
the diesel used in the community annually. For Coral Harbour, 
the project is slightly smaller, at .96 MW solar energy, the same 
battery storage and 31 per cent annual offset of diesel.

Once up and running, the Naujaat project is forecast to offset 
390,000 litres of diesel annually, with the Coral Harbour project 
offsetting 360,000 litres annually.

Chislett pitched these projects to Sakku Investments Corpo-
ration, who signed on board, and he has secured funding from 
other levels of government and private equity. The Naujaat 
project is budgeted at $12.8 million, with $11.8 million needed 
for the Coral Harbour farm.

“It wasn’t a personal gain,” said Chislett about how the initiative 
came together two years ago. “It wasn’t a company gain. It was 
strong morals and strong parents that raised me.”

Sakku held public engagements in both communities this 
summer, which Chislett said went phenomenally.

“They asked proper questions,” he said. “Anything that is 
worth pushing is going to have a hard question or have people 
oppose it. But the strongest thing you can do toward alternate 
energy is educate.”

One question he heard often was whether the projects would 
reduce the cost of energy. Chislett admitted that they may not, 
but they would help prevent increases.

Another common question was the solar farms’ locations. 
Chislett said there are a lot of considerations with that, such as 
the potential for solar glare to affect pilots and sun availability.

He was also asked if the projects would create jobs, and Chislett 
said they would during the construction phase, and then there 
would be hiring for oversight, data collection and maintenance 

Continued from page 3

fact FILE

over the life of the solar farms.
Part of his pitch to Qulliq Energy Corporation to buy the solar 

farms’ energy and offset some of the communities’ diesel use is 
to give their diesel generators a break, helping extend the life 
of that infrastructure as well.

“In my lifetime, it would be great to hear silence through the 

generators,” said Chislett. “But we’ll start with just hearing a 
break in silence every now and again, which would be a big win.”

The projects have a list of regulatory hurdles and assessments 
to go through first.

Both solar farms will be flipping the switch and running in 
2025, “if the stars align,” said Chislett.

Source: Kivalliq Alternative Energy Ltd.

CORAL HARBOUR PROJECT OVERVIEW:

-.96 MW solar energy with 1MWh battery storage
-2.5 ha (6.5 acre) project area
-10 rows of panels
-110 metres of new road
-Anticipated construction start: 2024
-Anticipated operations start: 2025
-Project lifetime: 30 years or more
-1596 MWh/year of electricity produced
-31 per cent of Coral Harbour’s total annual 
electricity demand
-360,000 litres of diesel displacement annually
-Over project lifetime: 10.8 million litres of diesel 
displacement, more than 28,000 tones of CO2eq

NAUJAAT PROJECT OVERVIEW:

-1 MW solar energy with 1MWh battery storage
-3.1 ha (7.7 acre) project area
-13 rows of panels

-70 metres of new road
-Anticipated construction start: 2024
-Anticipated operations start: 2025
-Project lifetime: 30 years or more
-1866 MWh/year of electricity produced
-30 per cent of Naujaat’s total annual electricity 
demand
-390,000 litres of diesel displacement annually
-Over project lifetime: 11.7 million litres of diesel 
displacement, more than 30,000 tones of CO2eq

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

Pros: once built, solar energy has zero carbon 
emissions and creates no pollution; low 
maintenance and long lifespan; reduced fuel 
requirements locally reduce risk of fuel spills during 
transport and storage.
Cons: solar energy requires a lot of space; land is 
disturbed temporarily during construction; some 
fuel is used during construction.

She never expected the love
Rankin Inlet pharmacist bids 
farewell to community that 
rejuvenated her career’s passion

Paula Vaters was six years old when her father, 
Dave Galway, opened Kelway’s Pharmacy in  
Gander, Newfoundland.

“I can’t remember anything else except being 
in a drug store after school and on the week-
ends,” said Vaters, who came to Rankin Inlet 
in 2019 to work as the pharmacy manager at 
the Northern Store.

Her career began at age 11 for her father and 
she’s worked in a pharmacy ever since. In Au-
gust, she worked her last day in Rankin Inlet, 
marking the first time she would be unemployed 
since she was a child.

Vaters’s farewell message on social media 
received an outpouring of sadness and love from 
community members who came to appreciate 
her work, more than she expected.

“There’s a few times that I have had people 
look me right in the eye and tell me how much 
they love me,” said Vaters about her time in 
Rankin Inlet. “And I have extended family mem-
bers that don’t do that.”

When some of her clients found out she was 
leaving, they made sure to hug her goodbye 
— “people I never expected would even blink 
that I was gone,” remarked Vaters, who was 
touched by how genuine and caring residents 
were toward her.

She didn’t quite know what to expect coming 
to Rankin Inlet from Newfoundland in 2019, 
but she did know she needed a change, as her 
passion for pharmacy had lost its lustre from the 
rampant opioid crisis in the south.

“I wanted a change in my career,” she said. 
“Newfoundland, along with the rest of the coun-
try, there’s a major opioid epidemic. And it’s big 
in Newfoundland. I was getting tired of serving 
drug addicts.”

What started as a career geared to helping 

people had turned into serving drugs that were 
legally prescribed but clearly fuelling addictions.

“I felt like a drug pusher, because you knew 
the drug was not being used properly,” she said, 
adding that there was even the odd robbery or 
threat.

Her husband, Todd Vaters, had been working 
six weeks on, two weeks off in Rankin Inlet 
previously. When Paula saw the pharmacist po-
sition open at the Northern, she called and had 
two questions: what’s the opioid situation like, 
and have you ever been robbed? Both queries 
were laughed off.

“There’s no opioid crisis in Nunavut,” said 
Vaters, who was rejuvenated to go back to her 
pharmacy roots in providing care for traditional 
issues like diabetes, asthma and children’s needs.

She felt like she had returned to basics and was 
thrilled to connect with community members in 
meeting their needs.

“It’s been really good, because number one, 
the people are so patient and so friendly, which 
makes my job a lot easier,” said Vaters, who 
worked in Rankin Inlet but also served Whale 
Cove, Naujaat, Coral Harbour and Chesterfield 
Inlet, making it a busy position.

“You tell (people here) come back in an hour 
and, ‘OK,’ and they’re gone,” said Vaters.

“Home, you tell someone come back in an 
hour and they’re ready to kill you. ‘I need it 
now, I’m more important than the person next 
to me, I need it first.’ That kind of attitude. You 
do not get that kind of attitude up here. People 
are so friendly and they’ve been so nice to me 
and so patient.”

Whereas clients often wouldn’t even make 
eye contact in the south, Vaters made personal 
connections with just about everyone in Rankin 
Inlet through her role.

“There have been lots of nice experiences up 
here, too many to name,” she said. “The biggest 
thing is how much the people touched me.”

So why leave?
“Miss home is the biggest part,” explained 

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Paula Vaters called her time in 
Rankin Inlet “the best three-year 
experience that I could have ever 
had,” thanks to the people. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Vaters, adding that her parents are at the age 
where she gets nervous when the phone rings 
and would like to be closer to them.

As well, serving four communities plus Rankin 
Inlet had become exhausting and she needed a 
break.

She, her husband and dog left town late Au-

gust, but haven’t ruled out coming North again. 
Like others before her, Vaters has become an 
advocate for southerners to see and experience 
Nunavut and its people, calling it the experience 
of a lifetime.

“The people made this the best three-year ex-
perience that I could have ever had,” she said.

Aiming to go online 2025
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ᑭᓱᓕᒫᑦ ᑲᑎᖃᑎᒌᑦᑎᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ Swing Flames ᐃᕐᙳᓯᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ

ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ Swing Flames ᐊᓇᐅᓕᒑᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᔾᔨᒋᓚᐅᙱᓚᖓ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ, ᐱᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᕗᓄᐊᕆᓐᔅ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ, ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅᐹᖅ ᓇᔭᖓᓂ ᓵᓚᒪᓐ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᖕᒧᑦ, 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 2018−ᒥ, ᑐᐊᕕᓗᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᑎᑭᓴᐃᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓇᓕᖅᑲᐅᔪᓂ, ᐃᕐᙳᓯᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᔭᒥᖕᓂ 
ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 11-14−ᒧᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᒧᑦ.

ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ “ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᒧᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ,” 
ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ Stewart’s ᐃᕐᙳᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᔭᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐱᔭᕇᕈᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᑎᑭᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑎᑭᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᓇᔭᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᑖᑕᑦᑎᐊᖓ, ᕼᐃᐅ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ, ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐴᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓗᓂ ᐅᔭᒥᖕᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓗᓂ.

“ᐱᒻᒪᕆᕐᔪᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ.
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᒃᓯᐊᕐᓂᕐᓂ 

ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᐅᑉ 
ᖃᖏᐊᖓᓂ ᑮᓂᓐ ᑳᔭᒃᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᖏᐊᖓ ᓘᓯ ᒫᑏ ᐃᒋᑦᑎᓂᖓᓂ 
ᒪᑐᐃᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖅᓴᒥᒃ ᐃᒋᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑖᑕᖓ ᕌᓂ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕼᐃᐅ 
ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐊᓴᐅᓯᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ.

ᑕᐃᑲᙵᑦ, ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓃᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, ᐃᓱᐊᓂ Balls Deep 
ᖁᑦᑎᓛᖑᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᐃᓚᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 7−ᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂᑦ.

“ᐱᓪᓗᐊᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᓇᐅᓕᒑᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ.

ᓵᓚᒪᓐ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔫᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖓᓂ

ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓐᓂᖅᓯᐅᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ – ᐱᕐᕈᓗᐊᕿᔪᒥ 
ᑭᕕᓂᐅᔪᒥ –2020−ᒥ.

“ᐃᓱᒪᖓ ᐱᐅᖏᓐᓇᖅᐸᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᖁᕕᐊᓱᐃᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ, 
ᑐᙵᓇᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᑦᑎᐊᕙᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐱᙳᐊᒐᔪᒃᖢᓂᓗ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ. “ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᔪᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 
ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ — ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓄᑦ.”

ᒪᑐᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᖓ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖅᐹᖑᓯᒪᕗᖅ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

“ᓂᐱᖃᙱᓚᐅᑲᓚᐅᕆᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᓐᓄᑦ, ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᐅᔪᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓗᓂᓗ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ. ᒪᓕᒃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒧᓯᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᒪᑐᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᖓᑦᑕᐃᓂᓂ 
ᐅᑎᕐᔭᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

ᖃᑦᑎᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓱᐊᓛᒃ ᖃᐅᒻᒪᔫᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ.
“ᑲᒪᓇᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ. “ᐱᔭᕇᕐᒪᑦ, ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᓂ 

ᐃᕿᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᖓ ᑐᙵᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᓂ. 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᒐᓚᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔪᓐᓇᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒪᓕᖕᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ, ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒡᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.”

ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᙱᒃᑯᑦᑕ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕋᔭᑦᑎᐊᕋᔭᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ 
ᕿᓂᖅᐸᒌᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᓇᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᓛᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᖏᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ.

ᖁᔭᓕᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᓵᓐ ᐊᑦᑕᖓᓛᒥ ᓄᖑᓱᐃᑦᑐᒥ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᒡᒋᐊᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᓂᕐᒥ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓴᓂᓕᐊᓂ ᐊᓇᐅᓕᒑᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

“ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᓕᒫᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑎᒋ ᐊᓂᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕈᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ. ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖓ 
ᖁᖓᔮᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᒃᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ. ᖁᕕᐊᑉᐳᒍᑦ ᑎᓴᒪᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ Swing 
Flames ᐃᕐᙳᓯᖓᓂ 2023−ᒥ.”

Northern News Services

When everything comes together
Third annual Swing Flames Cup a homerun

The third annual Swing Flames Softball Tournament was dif-
ferent from the first two, in a good way.

Florence Nagyougalik, the younger sister of Solomon Tulurialik, 
for whom the event is held in honour after his passing in 2019, 
was rushing around after securing sponsors to order plaques, 
trophies and medals for the Aug. 11-14 event.

After “emails everywhere,” she finally got in touch with Stew-
art’s Trophies and Engravings, which was able to complete a 
rush order that made it to Baker Lake five days before the start 
of the competition.

The tournament committee agreed it would be best for her 
grandfather, Hugh Tulurialik, to open the boxes and touch the 
medals first.

“It was very special,” said Nagyougalik.
An opening ceremony and prayers began the tournament, fol-

lowed by Nagyougalik’s nephew Keenan Kaayak and niece 
Lucy Martee throwing the opening pitch while father Ronny 
Nagyougalik and Hugh Tulurialik did the batting.

From there, the games went on, eventually ending with Balls 
Deep coming out on top after four days of tournament play, which 
included seven local teams and one from Arviat.

“The main thing was for everyone to have fun and enjoy the 
softball tournament,” said Nagyougalik.

Solomon always loved big events, she said, which inspired the 
tournament’s first run on his the anniversary of his passing – an 
accidental drowning – in 2020.

“He was always positive, a very happy person, very kind and 
gentle person, athletic too,” said Nagyougalik. “Everyone wanted 
to be friends with him. He had a lot of friends — everyone from 
zero to elderly.”

The closing ceremony for this year’s tournament was the best 
ever, she added.

“We did a moment of silence for my grandmother, who moved 
south and wanted to have a little respect for us to think of her 
too,” said Nagyougalik. That was followed by draws, a closing 
speech and prizes that included return plane tickets.

Firefighters then set off fireworks for the crowd.
“It was amazing,” said Nagyougalik. “When it was all over, 

everyone gave me hugs and greeting me with kind words. Most 
said they cannot wait for the next annual, which made me so 
proud it was a success.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
Baker Lake

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑎᓂ ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ Swing 
Flames ᐃᕐᙳᓯᖓᓂ, Balls Deep. ᑐᓄᐊᓂ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, 
ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ B.A. ᕼᐋᑦ, ᑖᔅ ᐋᑦᔪᒃ, ᒫᓐ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂ, ᕗᕌᓐᓯᔅ 
ᐃᔭᐃᒍ, ᓴᐃᓐ ᔫᑎ, ᕼᐊᐃᓕ ᕿᓗᓪᓚᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑳᑉᑕᖓ ᓯᐹᔅᑎᐊᓐ 
ᓄᐊ. ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ ᐊᐃᐳᕈᓪ ᓂᐊᐃᒍ, ᔭᔅᑏᓐ 
ᕿᓗᓪᓚᖅ, ᑐᕋᓐᑦ ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂ, ᐅᐊᐃᒥ ᕿᓚᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒪᐃᒋᓐ 
ᒪᓐᓂᒃ.

The winning team from the third annual Swing Flames Cup, 
Balls Deep. Back row, from left, are B.A. Hart, Tars Adjuk, 
Sean Aksawnee, Francis Iyago, Shane Joedee, Haley Killulark 
and captain Sebastian Noah. Front row, from left, are April 
Niego, Justine Killulark, Trent Aksawnee, Wamy Kreelak and 
Megan Mannik. Photo courtesy of Florence Nagyougalik

‘Rare, up in the top’ RCMP sergeant 
praised on way out of Rankin Inlet
Sgt. Benjamin Comley will be moving to federal policing in Iqaluit

The monthly RCMP update didn’t have much to do with policing 
stats at Rankin Inlet’s council meeting Monday, Aug. 22.

Sgt. Benjamin Comley used his time in council chambers to 
announce his departure from the community and introduce his 
replacement, Sgt. Patrick Frenette.

“It definitely comes with a sad heart that I am leaving Rankin 
already,” said Comley.

“Me and my wife were just mentioning it the other day when we 
were doing dishes. We were like, ‘I don’t know if it really feels 
right to leave yet.’”

They had a moment together, before realizing plans were already 
in place and Frenette was already in town and ready to go.

“It was a weird two years during Covid,” remarked Comley. “What 
we hoped to accomplish and do with the community, unfortunately 
some of it couldn’t happen for safety reasons, and understandably 
so. But hopefully we’re past that now and it’ll be a different two 
years for Sgt. Frenette.”

Frenette came from Alberta, after spending the last 12 years 
working in the organized crime and drugs unit. He’s fresh to Rankin 
Inlet with his wife and small dog, here for a minimum of two years.

“I’m sure you’ll bring good stuff like Ben did and maybe more,” 
remarked Mayor Harry Towtongie.

Coun. Michael Shouldice called Comley a super guy.
“Boy, your attitude, excellent – rare, like up in the top,” he said. 

“How you approach the problems, your relationships with people, 
how you have conversations with them. I notice you choose your 
vocabulary and the individual at the other end doesn’t feel a lot 
of shaming or whatever, so good for you and congratulations on 
your move and your team. We’re very happy to have Patrick here 
as well.”

Deputy mayor Martha Hickes thanked Comley for his work with 
the children and community events.

“You did a lot and we’re going to miss you,” she said.
Senior administrative officer Darren Flynn echoed those com-

ments, saying it’s been a pleasurable experience working with 
Comley from the administrative side.

“It’s been an easy council to work with,” said Comley. “You 
can tell it’s not just about meetings and budgets and agendas. It’s 
about loving the community back.”

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
Rankin Inlet

Sgt. Ben Comley 
and Rankin Inlet 

council shared 
a few heartfelt 

moments during 
the officer’s last 
council update, 
as he prepares 

to move to fed-
eral policing in 

Iqaluit. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL 

photo

Sgt. Patrick Frenette introduces himself to council, as he 
takes over Comley’s role in the Rankin Inlet RCMP detach-
ment. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Without help, it wouldn’t have been possible. Nagyougalik is 
already looking for volunteers for next summer’s event, as the 
tournament is getting bigger and bigger.

She also thanked Shawn Attungala for his endless effort in 
making the tournament possible and she said it was cute to see 
children have their own tournament beside the diamond.

“It was stressful but all the work paid off,” she said. “That’s 
how much I wanted to do this for my brother. I say he is smiling 
down and proud of how I am putting a lot of effort into making 
Baker Lake have fun. We look forward to the fourth annual Swing 
Flames Cup 2023.”

ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᒫᓚᒪᓐ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ ᑲᑎᑉᐳᑦ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ: ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᕌᓂ ᓇᒡᔪᒐᓕᒃ, 
ᑮᓂᓐ ᑳᔭᑦ, ᓘᓯ ᒫᑎ, ᕼᐃᐅ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᐃᓯ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᒃ.

Family of the late Solomon Tulurialik gather during the 
opening ceremony. From left, Ronny Nagyougalik, Keenan 
Kaayak, Lucy Martee, Hugh Tulurialik and Casey Tulurialik. 
Photo courtesy of Florence Nagyougalik
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