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A golden moment

ᐅᐱᓐᓇᓛᑦᑎᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᖅ
ᐄᑮᓗᐊᒃ ᐊᕙᓚᒃ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᐅᔾᔨᕗᖅ ᖁᑦᑎᓛᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᖑᔪᒥ 

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂ

Eekeeluak Avalak of Cambridge Bay receiving the 
gold medal after beating Fred Calingay of Alberta 
in the final of the 52-kg weight class in wrestling at 
the 2022 Canada Summer Games. Photo courtesy of 
Thorsten Gohl
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Eekeeluak Avalak makes history at 2022 Canada Summer Games
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News Briefs
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Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 
979-5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

ᓴᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ
ᓴᓪᓕᖅ

ᓴᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ ᕼᐊᒻᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᐅᒐᓯ 12, 2022 
ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ.

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᖏᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐊᐅᒐᓯ 12, 2022-
ᒥ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᑎᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᒃᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 1-ᒥᑦ 5−ᒧᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥᐅᓂ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

“ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᓇᓂᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐊᖅᐸᑕ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᕙᑕᐃᒥᒃ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᑎᖏᓪᓗ 
ᐃᓚᓕᐅᑎᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᒪᓐᓇ:

“ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐊᕝᕙᕐᓗ ᐃᑲᕋᐃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᖅᐸᑦ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᖏᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᕋᐃᑦ ᓯᑕᒪᑦ (4) 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓪᓚᑦᑖᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᓂᒃᑯᓂ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᐊᓂᒡᓗᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᑉ ᐱᖁᖅᐸᒍ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐱᐊᓂᒃᑯᓂᓗ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ,” ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᒋᐊᖃᕈᑎᒃ 5 ᐅᖓᑖᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᕋᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ.

ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒥᓂᒃ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᕋᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒍᑎᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖏᑕ 
ᖄᖏᐅᑎᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖏᑦ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖏᑉᐸᑕ ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᒐᓯ 12, 2022-
ᒥ, ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᒍᑎᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᖏᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᓐᓄᓴᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑲᕋᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᑦ 

ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᕐᓂᖏᑦ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑭᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ.

ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᖅ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᓗᒃᑖᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᓐᖓᐃᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓ 
ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᐅᒐᓯ 9-ᒥᑦ ᓯᑉᑕᐱᕆ 30-ᒧᑦ.

“ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᐸᒃᑐᑦ 
ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᖃᓕᖅᐸᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᑎᒍᑦ ᔪᓚᐃ 
25-ᒥ. “ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᐅᑎᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᓂᒃ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᑭᓐᖓᕐᓂ.” 

ᐅᖄᓚᔪᖃᕌᖓᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒋᔭᐅᔪᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ. ᐅᖄᓚᔪᑦ ᐃᓕᓯᑐᐃᓐᓇᖁᔭᐅᖏᑉᐳᑦ 
ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎᓂᒃ ᑭᐅᔭᐅᖏᒃᑯᑎᒃ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᖁᔭᐅᕗᓪᓗ.

“ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒥᖕᓂᒡᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᒥᒐᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᑦ,” ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ.

ᑭᖑᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᔮᓐ ᒦᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓇᓚᐅᑦᓵᕈᑎᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ 12-ᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ.

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᓂᐱᕗᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᒪᑕ 
ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᖁᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐸᑕ 
ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖏᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ.

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ, ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᖃᓚᐅᖏᑉᐳᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᓂᒃ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑎᔪᖃᓚᐅᖏᑉᐳᕐᓗ.

ᐅᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑭᒃᓴᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ.

Federal government 
announces $1.2 million 
to look into Nunavut’s 
geothermal potential
Geophysical surveys to take place in Cambridge 
Bay, Baker Lake and Resolute

During a visit to Cambridge Bay, North-
ern Affairs Minister and Minister for the 
Canadian Economic Development Agency 
(CanNor) Daniel Vandal announced federal 
investments of $1.2 million to go toward 
supporting a feasibility study for Nunavut’s 
geothermal potential.

“This investment in geothermal research 
in Nunavut is a step towards reducing de-
pendence on diesel fuel for electricity, 

producing more renewable energy alter-
native(s), and helping reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions,” said Vandal.

The project will assess the geothermal 
and waste energy storage in Baker Lake. 
There will also be electronic geophysical 
surveys taking place in Cambridge Bay, 
Baker Lake and Resolute. These assess-
ments will inform preliminary research and 
cost estimation for future phases.

This will help work towards the Qulliq 
Energy Corporation’s plan to develop alter-
native sources of energy in the territory and 
work away from a dependence on diesel 

fuel present in all 25 Nunavut communities.
“Geothermal energy is one of the few 

environmentally friendly, power generation 
options with the inherent ability to supply 
power as reliably and on demand,” said 
Craig Simailak, Minister responsible for 
the Qulliq Energy Corporation.

“Funding support from our federal part-
ners will allow the Corporation to continue 
seeking sustainable solutions to serve the 
long-term energy needs of our vast terri-
tory, and further reduce the environmental 
impacts of our current power generation 
system.”

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Ikaluktutiak/Cambridge Bay

Northern Affairs 
Minister Daniel 
Vandal announced 
in Cambridge 
Bay on August 
9 the federal 
government will 
be investing well 
over one million 
dollars to explore 
Nunavut’s geo-
thermal potential. 
Daniel Vandal/
Twitter

ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᐳᑦ $1.2 
ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᔭᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ, 

ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥ

ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒧᑦ, ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ (CanNor) ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᕚᓐᑎᐅᓪ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂ $1.2 ᒥᓕᐊᓐᓂ ᑐᕌᖓᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᔾᔮᙱᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ. 

“ᐅᓇ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑐᓕᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᖃᐅᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓄᑦ, ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᒥᙶᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᒎᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᓂᕐᓂᖃᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᔪᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓂ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᕐᒥᑦ 
ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕚᓐᑎᐅᓪ. 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒋᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ. 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᑉ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᕆᕗᖅ 

ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ, ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᓱᐃᑦᑐᕐᒥ. ᐅᑯᐊ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑭᖓᓂ 
ᓇᓚᑦᑖᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᓄᑦ. 

ᐅᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᖁᓪᓕᖅ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᕆᔨᓄᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖓᓂ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓯᐊᒎᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᑭᙶᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᑐᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᐱᑕᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 25−
ᖑᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ. 

“ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᒥ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐊᕙᑎᒧᑦ ᑐᙵᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᑕᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᔭᐅᔪᒪᓂᖓᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᕋᐃᒡ ᓯᒪᐃᓚᒃ, 
ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᖁᓪᓕᖅ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 

“ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑎᒥᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᕿᓃᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒪᑭᒪᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᓂ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᑦᑎᓐᓂ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᒃᖠᒋᐊᖅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓗᓂ ᐊᕙᑎᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᓯᐅᔪᒥ.”

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᕚᓐᑎᐅᓪ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 9−ᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᑐᖅᑯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂ 1 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᐅᖓᑎᕐᔪᐊᖓᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐆᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

Northern News Services

.

Cambridge Bay’s Eekeeluak Avalak, right, goes right after his 
opponent from Quebec during wrestling action at the Canada 
Summer Games in Niagara, Ont. Avalak would become the first 
Nunavummiut to win a medal at the Canada Summer Games. 
Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl
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ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ-6-
ᓄᑦ ᐊᑕᖏᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓᓐᓂᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᔫᓂᐊᖏᓐᓂ

ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓᑦ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒐᓚᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᐊᓂᒃᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓂ

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ (GN) ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ (NEU) ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ−6−ᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑕᖏᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓᓐᓂᑦ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 8−ᒥ.

ᓄᑖᖑᔪᑦ ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑎᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᔭᐅᓂᕐᒥ 
ᕿᑲᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᖓᓄᑦ, ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᐊᕿᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᕿᑲᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖓᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓄᑦ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓇᖏᖅᓯᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ, ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᕿᑲᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑭᓕᐅᑕᐅᔪᒥ $3,500−ᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑖᕈᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᐸᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓱᓕᕝᕕᖃᙱᑦᑐᓄᑦ, ᑭᒡᓕᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᓚᐅᑲᒃᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᔭᐅᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᓂ 30−ᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ, ᐅᖓᕙᕆᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᕿᑲᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ 9 ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑭᖑᓂᖓᒍᑦ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ, 1, 2018−ᒥ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 
30, 2024−ᒧᑦ, ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦᑎᐊᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 23−ᓄᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓗᑎᒃ ᐅᑎᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑎᒍᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᒍᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᔭᐃᓴᓐ ᕉᓵᓐ 
ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓇᔭᓚᐅᙱᓚᒍᑦ ᑕᒪᐅᙵ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ PSAC (ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ) ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᒃᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ. 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑕᒪᐅᙵᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᑦ.”

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᒫᒡᒍᓕ 

ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᓇ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓱᖏᐅᔾᔨᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ-19 ᐊᒥᓱᓂ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᐅᓇ ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖁᑎᖏᓐᓄᑦ. ᐊᖏᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖁᑦᑎᓛᖓᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᖁᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᓗᑕ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ.”

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᕗᖅ 4,000 
ᐅᖓᑖᓂ ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᓂ ᓇᓕᒧᑦᑐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐸᖅᑭᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ, 
ᐃᓄᓕᕆᔨᓂ, ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᓂᑦ, ᓄᑖᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᐊᓄᓪᓚᒃᓰᕕᖕᓂ ᓴᓇᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᔨᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ.

ᕉᓵᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ 
ᓴᙱᓂᖅᓴᒻᒪᕆᐅᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ “ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ, ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᓕᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ.”

ᑭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ 
ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓯᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᕕᖓᓄᑦ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ, “ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᕌᓂᒃᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ.”

“ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᑕᑯᓂᖃᓚᐅᙱᓚᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᖁᑎᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᔫᓂᐊᖓᓂ ᓱᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᑭᑦᑐᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ 
ᖁᕝᕙᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ. ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒧᑦ 
ᑕᑯᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᑦ.”

The Government of Nunavut (GN) and Nunavut Employees 
Union (NEU) signed a new six-year collective agreement on 
August 8.

New benefits include family abuse leave, which allows for 
five paid and five unpaid days of leave in the case of domestic 
violence. Two paid days per year for Inuit Cultural Pursuits, which 

replaces the Hunting, Fishing and Harvesting Leave, a lump sum 
payment of $3,500 under the Nunavut Northern Allowance for 
all indeterminate, term and casual employees on strength with-
in 30 days of ratification, extended parental leave and a salary 
increase of nine per cent over the term of the agreement, which 
is retroactive to October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2024, among 
other new benefits for GN employees.

“Also most importantly, the GN for the first time in 23 years 
has agreed to letting us help them fix and make sure that we’ll 
get back to the table in the next round of negotiations that the 
formula is fixed,” said NEU president Jason Rochon at the signing.

“We wouldn’t have reached this point without the hard work, 
dedication and selflessness of the members of the NEU and PSAC 
(Public Service Alliance of Canada) Bargaining Team. Citizens 
of Nunavut who have helped get us to this point.”

Nunavut Human Resources Minister Margaret Nakashuk said 
this helps recognize all the hard work done by those who are 
employed under the Government of Nunavut, as well as a pub-
lic service who has had to adapt to the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

“This agreement shows the Government of Nunavut is commit-
ted to its employees. The agreement will help ensure the public 
service is optimally structured, staffed and supported to deliver 
on our priorities under the Katujjiluta Mandate.”

The NEU represents over 4,000 full-time equivalent positions 
which include healthcare professionals, social workers, wildlife 
officers, technicians, corrections officers and support staff.

Rochon said the NEU is stronger than they’ve been before 
saying “we’re stronger now than we were a year, two years or 
three years ago and we’re ready to negotiate.”

Addressing recent increases in inflation, he added following 
his entry into office last October, “a lot of things were already 
settled on.”

“Nobody saw on the employer or the union side inflation rising 
in the way it did. Nobody saw that.”

Nunavut Human Resources Minister Margaret Nakashuk (left) and NEU president Jason 
Rochon hold a copy of the new collective agreement. Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᒫᒡᒍᓕ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ 
ᓄᑖᖑᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᑕᖏᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᓐᓂᑦ.

Nunavut Human Resources Minister Margaret Nakashuk signs the Nunavut Government’s 
newest collective agreement with the Nunavut Employees Union. Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓ ᒫᒡᒍᓕ ᓇᑲᓱᒃ (ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑏᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ ᔭᐃᓴᓐ ᕉᓵᓐ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᖓᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᑕᖏᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᒋᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂᑦ.

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Nunavut

Nunavut Government signs six-year 
collective agreement with Employees Union

Agreement largely settled prior to recent inflation
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ᐅᖁᒃ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᖕᒥᐅᓗᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ: 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᕗᖅ

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓅᑦᑐᒪᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᒧᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᔫᔮᙱᓚᖅ 

(English to follow)
ᓯᓂᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᓚᕈᕐᕕᖓᓂ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 6-ᓄᑦ ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᓂ 
10−ᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐱᐅᙱᓐᓂᖅᐹᖑᙱᓚᖅ 
ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓲᑉ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎᖏᓐᓂ.

ᐅᖁᖕᒥ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᐱᓚᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓐᓂ ᐱᐅᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓂᐱᑭᑦᑐᒥ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ, ᐅᐃᖃᙱᖦᖢᓂ 
ᐊᓈᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 7−ᓄᑦ.

“ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᒥᓕᒫᑦᑎᐊᖅ. ᐅᖁᒃᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐅᐊᓴᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᑖᓂ ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᐅᖁᒃᑕᓕᒃ 
ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᐅᕕᓂᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᕙᓗᖓᓂ. 
ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓄᑦ ᐅᐊᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖓᓂ, ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᐊᑖᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᖁᓕᖓᓂ 
ᐅᖁᒃᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ.”

9−ᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ.
“ᐃᓄᑑᔪᓐᓇᙱᓚᖓᓘᓐᓃᑦ,”ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᑎᑕᖓ ᐃᓚᖏᑕ 
ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓴᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐱᓗᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐅᐱᕐᙶᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ.

“ᐊᐳᑎ ᐊᐅᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᓕᑐᐊᕋᒥ, ᐱᖓᓱᑦ 
ᓱᕈᓰᑦ ᖁᐃᖅᓱᑲᑕᒃᐳᑦ. ᖃᓂᒻᒪᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑐᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ.

ᑎᐱᑐᐊᖑᙱᓚᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ, 
ᐃᓯᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᖓᑕ ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓱᓪᓗᑯᑖᖓ ᑯᑐᒃᐳᖅ. ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ 
ᒪᑐᓯᓯᒪᓇᓱᒃᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐊᖕᒪᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᒥ 
ᐳᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐸᓂᖅᓰᕕᖕᒥᙶᖅᑐᓂ ᓴᓂᕐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᐅᒃᑕᔫᒥ ᐅᓕᖕᒥ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑎᐱᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᓱᓕ 
ᓇᐃᒪᓇᖅᐳᖅ.

“ᑎᐱᐊᓗᐊ ᒪᒪᙱᑦᑐᒻᒪᕆᐅᕗᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᒋᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᒡᓘᑉ ᐊᑖᓃᑦᑐᒥ 
ᐃᓕᔾᔨᕕᖓᓂ ᒪᒪᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ. 
ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᒥ ᑎᐱᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᔪᓯᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐃᓛᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐱᕆᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓱᐃᖅᓱᖢᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓱᓕ ᓇᓂᓯᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᒥᓂ.

“ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ 7−ᓂ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᓯᒪᕗᖓ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑐᖅᓲᖓᓂ.

“ᐊᐱᕆᑐᐊᕌᖓᒪ, ᐅᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ, ‘ᐃᓚᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᓱᓕ 
ᑎᑭᓚᐅᙱᒻᒪᑕ. ᑎᑭᓛᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᑲᐅᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᓕᖅᐸᑦ.’ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓯᑲᐅᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᑦ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ.”

ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᒪᑐᓯᓯᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᑯᑐᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓯᒪᒻᒪᕆᒃᐳᖅ 
ᐲᖅᓯᓇᓱᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖓᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᐲᔭᕈᓐᓇᙱᓚᖏᑦ.

“ᖁᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓴᓂᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ, ᓇᑎᖓ 
ᐊᐅᓚᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᑐᓴᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 
ᓯᖓᕝᕙᓪᓚᔪᒥ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐅᓪᓘᓕᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐃᓂᐊᓂ.”

ᓅᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᑎᓴᒪᓂ−
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ ᐃᓂᖃᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓲᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ. ᒫᓐᓇᒧᑦ ᑎᑭᖦᖢᒍ, 
ᑐᓴᖅᓯᒪᓗᐊᙱᓚᖅ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓅᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

‘ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᕗᖅ’ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᐃᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
$236−ᒥ ᑕᖅᑭᑕᒫᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᑦᑑᔮᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᓪᓗᒍ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᕆᔭᖓᓂ ᐃᒡᓗ.

“ᐊᔪᕐᓇᖅᑐᐊᓗᒃ,”ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᐃᖃᕐᓇᓂ ᐊᓈᓇᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐊᑭᖃᓪᓗᐊᙱᓚᖅ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒥ? 
ᓱᕙᓕᑭᐊᖑᕗᖅ, ᐱᐅᙱᑦᑐᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ.”

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑕᐃᑲᓃᖏᓐᓇᕋᓗᐊᕈᓂ 
ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᐋᒃᑲᓘᓐᓃᑦ, 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᖁᔭᖓ.

“ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑐᒃᓴᐅᕗᑦ 
ᐱᐅᙱᓐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓕᓴᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᑑᙱᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᓂ 

ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. 
“ᐊᓂᔪᓐᓇᑳᓪᓚᒃᑯᒪ ᐃᒡᓗᒥᑦ, ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖁᓕᒫᑦ ᐲᖅᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ.”

ᔮᓱᐊ ᓛᖕ, ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖑᔪᖅ ᐋᔩᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
258−ᓂ ᒪᑐᐃᖓᔪᓂ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᑕᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓄᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᕕᕗᐊᕆ 
14−ᒥ.

“ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑎᖏᑦ 
ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᓈᒻᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐃᓄᖃᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ,” ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᖕ 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᐸᖕᒥᐅᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ. 
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᕐᙲᓐᓇᑲᐅᑎᒋ ᐃᒡᓗᑖᕈᓐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐃᓕᔭᐅᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖓ ᐱᔭᐅᑐᐊᖅᐸᑦ.”

ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ.

“ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᕙᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕆᔭᐅᑐᐊᖅᐸᑕ,” ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓰᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑭᐅᑦᑎᐊᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᖁᖕᒧᑦ 
ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᐱᓕᒻᒪᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᖁᖕᒧᑦ−
ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓄᑖᙳᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ,”

ᑎᑎᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓛᖕ. “ᐊᖏᔪᓄᑦ, ᓇᓗᓇᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᕐᔪᐊᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᐳᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕌᖓᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᑳᓐᑐᕌᒃᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ.”

ᐊᑐᖅᑐᐊᖅᑎᐅᔪᖅ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᙱᒃᑯᓂ 
ᑭᒡᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᔭᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ, 
ᑐᓂᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᓄᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᑦ, 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

She’s been sleeping on her living room couch for 
six years trying to fit 10 people into her three-bed-
room house, but that’s not even the worst of Chris-
tina Innukshuk’s problems.

Mould, sewage and maintenance issues have 
added up to a miserable situation in her public 
housing unit.

“My condition in my house is very awful,” said 
the soft-spoken Innukshuk, a single mother who has 
been living in her three-bedroom public housing 
unit for the past seven years.

“There’s mould everywhere. There’s mould under 
the sink in the kitchen, there’s mould in the wash-
room, bathtub wall. There’s mould in the laundry 
room, in the crawl space. There was mould in the 
ceiling.”

Nine other family members share her home.
“I don’t even have my own privacy,” she said, 

though her priority is her family’s comfort.
The mould problem especially rears its head in 

spring and summer.
“As soon as the snow starts melting, the three kids 

have been coughing lately. They’ve been getting 
sick,” said Innukshuk.

That’s not the only smell affecting her household, 
as the entrance room’s sewage pipe is leaking. In-
nukshuk has tried to cover the gaps with a mixture 
of lard and dryer lint plus plastic wrap, but the 
smell is still there.

“That smell’s really awful,” she said, adding that 
she has to throw out clothing and belongings kept 

in the crawlspace because of the stench.
A diesel smell also lingers toward the livingroom 

at times, she said.
Innukshuk said she’s asked for maintenance help 

many times but hasn’t found the assistance she 
needs.

“It’s been seven years now I’ve been waiting,” 
she said about other issues with the porch. “Every 
time I ask, they’ll say, ‘Oh, things we need haven’t 
come in yet. They will be coming in next barge.’ 
But the barge and ships are coming in every year.”

In addition to trying to patch up the sewage leak, 
Innukshuk has been getting handy trying to remove 
mould in her bathroom, but she can’t get it all herself.

“Right by the toilet, the floor is moving,” she 
said. “I heard a crack a few days ago in my living 
room, in the kitchen area.”

She desperately wants to move to a four-bedroom 
unit to accommodate her large family. So far, she 
hasn’t heard much movement on her request to 
relocate.

‘It’s not worth it’
Innukshuk is currently paying Nunavut Housing 

Corporation $236 per month for the unit, but she 
hardly thinks that’s fair considering the condition 
of it.

“It’s pretty hard,” she said. “And as a single moth-
er, what’s worth paying a rent like that? It’s not 
worth it, because it’s bad.”

And whether she stays in the three-bedroom unit 
or not, she wants it to be repaired.

“Few people live in probably even worse than 
I do,” she said, recognizing she’s not alone with 
these issues in the community and territory. “If I 
happen to get out of that house, I’m really hoping 
Housing will renovate that house properly and get 
all the mould out.”

Joshua Long, senior communications officer with 
the Nunavut Housing Corporation, said there were 
258 open applications for public housing in Rankin 
Inlet as of Feb. 14.

“The Nunavut Housing Corporation is committed 
to ensuring its tenants are appropriately accommo-
dated with enough bedrooms to satisfy their needs 
through national occupancy standards,” stated Long 
in an email.

“Those currently in public housing who are living 
in overcrowded conditions should make their needs 
known to their local housing organization. Those 
who are unable to immediately secure housing are 
placed on a waiting list as soon as their application 
is received.”

He added that the corporation takes health and 
mould concerns seriously.

“Public housing tenants are asked to report mould 
and any other maintenance issues to their Local 
Housing Organization as soon as they are noticed,” 
he wrote, adding that the corporation continues to 
provide training and support for local housing orga-
nizations to better enable on-the-ground responses 
to mould issues.

“The training includes both practical fixes to 
mould-related problems as well the occupational 
health and safety requirements needed to safely 
undertake renovations,” stated Long. “For large, 
complex remediations, Nunavut Housing Corpo-
ration engages engineering services, and where 
necessary tendering work to private contractors.”

If a tenant is not happy with the level of mainte-
nance they are receiving from their local housing 
organization, they may bring their concerns to the 
board or to the district if necessary, he stated.

Christina Innukshuk stands in front of her three-bedroom Nunavut Public Housing unit in 
Rankin Inlet. She’s one of 10 people living in the home and has been doing everything she 
can to contend with mould, sewage and  maintenance issues.  Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓇᖏᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ−ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓄᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖁᑎᖓᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ 10−ᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖃᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᓕᒫᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖁᖕᒥ, ᑯᕕᖅᑕᖅᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

Christina Innukshuk is desperate to move 
her family of 10 to a four-bedroom unit. In 
the meantime, the single mother has been 
sleeping on her living room couch for six 
years. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᓅᑦᑕᕆᐊᖃᓪᓚᕆᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ 
10−ᖑᔪᓂ ᑎᓴᒪᓄᑦ-ᐃᒡᓗᕈᓯᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᐃᒡᓘᔪᒧᑦ. 
ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᐃᖃᙱᑦᑐᖅ ᐊᓈᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᖃᕐᕕᖕᒥ 
ᓇᓚᕈᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᓯᓂᒃᐸᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 6−ᓄᑦ.

Mould in the bathroom has forced Christina 
Innukshuk to attempt some home repairs to 
get rid of it, but the problem is bigger than 
she can handle. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᐅᖁᖕᒥ ᐊᓇᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ 
ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᖕᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐲᔭᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑎ 
ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᕗᖅ ᑲᒪᒋᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

Plastic wrap covers lard and dryer lint in an 
attempt by Christina Innukshuk to close a 
sewage leak in her home. Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

ᐊᐅᒃᑕᔫᒥ ᐅᓕᒃᓯᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐳᓐᓂᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐸᓂᖅᓰᕕᖓᓂᖔᖅᑐᒥ ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓇ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᖕᒥ 
ᒪᑐᓯᒪᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑯᑐᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative
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Hope following Pope’s visit
Nunavut MP heard a change in tone between speeches

Nunavut MP Lori Idlout says she picked up on a change in tone 
between Pope Francis’ first speech and apology to Indigenous 
people in Maskwacis, and his final speech in Iqaluit during his 
visit to Canada.

“It really felt like he sincerely heard what he’s been told by 
Inuit, First Nations and Metis, because by the time he spoke in 
Iqaluit, he had a stronger sense of determination to tell the people 
that follow him that they need to really work with Indigenous 
peoples to make sure there is change,” said Idlout, who attend-
ed both speeches in person. “I heard that change in tone and I 
appreciated that very much. It makes me hopeful for what could 
possibly happen afterwards.”

She was also encouraged by something not part of the Pope’s 
speeches: his recognition of genocide against Indigenous people, 
which he acknowledged during questions from reporters on the 
plane trip back to Rome.

“It definitely grew my sense of hope,” said Idlout. “For him 
to admit that there was (genocide), it will have ripple effects all 
over the world.”

That impact was already felt, by the following Monday. Idlout 
said she was on a video conference call with a French MP who 
raised the Pope’s remarks about genocide, and called for the need 
for justice as a result.

“I think important decision makers all over the world have been 
given a spark” to pursue positive change, said Idlout.

The Pope’s decision to include Nunavut in his trip was vital 
according to Idlout, who added that Inuit can often be left out of 

conversations about Indigenous people in the country.
“I think that the Pope’s words understandably have a lot of 

weight, and because of that, there were high expectations,” she 
said when asked if his speeches were enough. “I know of people 
who feel like he didn’t go far enough, that some of the words he 
said were not enough, and I think it is important to acknowledge 
them and respect them and make sure that those people who felt 
like it was not enough are heard and get the support they need to 
make sure that they could feel like there’s actual reconciliation, 
there’s justice, there’s a path to move forward.”

For Idlout personally, she found his words momentous, because 
historically, Popes have not gone as far as he has in acknowledging 
the atrocities committed by the church.

“At the same time, he weaved in a sense of hope for the future, 
that he’s asked the institution that he’s the leader of to work with 
First Nations, Metis, Inuit. And I think that his request and his 
hope that the rest of the church follow his lead gives me a sense 
of hope that maybe we will see changes now that the Pope has 
said those words.”

Idlout agrees with calls to rescind the Doctrine of Discovery, 
a decree from more than 500 years ago that provided religious 
backing for Christian European monarchies to legitimize the 
colonization and evangelization of lands outside Europe.

She also supports and echoes the calls for Johannes Rivoire 
to be extradited to Canada so that alleged victims of the priest, 
who spent 30 years in Nunavut, can get justice.

Moving forward, Idlout wants to see resources provided to 
Indigenous people so they can continue to work toward regaining 
their sense of pride in themselves.

“What the churches and the governments did was steal our 
identity,” said Idlout. “It is important that we are able to regain 
a positive sense of our identity as First Nations, Inuit and Metis.”

Nunavut MP Lori Idlout stands with William Tagoona during 
the Pope’s visit to Iqaluit Friday, July 29. Photo courtesy of 
Lori Idlout

ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᐊᖑᑎ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐸᕐᓇᒃᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᖅ ᓯᑎᐱᕆᒧᑦ

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᔭᖓᓂ ᔭᐃᒥᒥ.

ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ, ᐃᓅᓯᖓ ᐃᓱᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᑭᐅᑲᖅᖢᓂ 19−ᓂ ᓄᕕᐱᕆ 16, 2018−ᒥ. 
ᒫᓐᓇ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᐊᓕᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᕐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᓗᓂ.

“ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑯᓘᓪᓗᓂ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓘᓯ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ, ᓂᖏᐅᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕙᐅᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ. 
“ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑲᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᓂᕿᑦᑎᐊᕙᓂ 
ᑐᓂᓯᕙᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐊᑖᑕᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐊᓈᓇᑦᑎᐊᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ. 
ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᕚᓘᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕈᒻᒪᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓄᒃ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ. ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᓂᖅᐹᕆᖃᑕᐅᒋᓚᐅᖅᐸᖓ.”

ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᑲᓪᓚᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᖁᐊᖅᓵᕐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

“ᐃᓱᒪᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᒪᒥᓴᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᒍᑦ, 
ᒪᒥᓴᖃᑎᒌᒡᓗᑕ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᓗᑕ, ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓗᑕ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᓗᑕ, 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒻᒪᖄ ᐱᓕᕆᓗᑕ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓘᒃ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᕐᔪᐊᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ. 
ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ 
ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᑎᖓᓂ.

“ᑭᖑᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ. “ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᐱᑕ? ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓗᒍ 
ᐱᐅᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ.”

ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᓂ 
ᓴᓇᔭᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᕗᖅ — ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᖑᕙᕆᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ— ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖦᖤᓕᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 1-4−ᒧᑦ 
ᐊᓐᓂᑭᑕᕐᕕᑐᖃᕐᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᑦ ᐅᓪᓗᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒨᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ, ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᓪᓘᓗᓂ 
ᒧᒥᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓄᑦ.

ᒧᒥᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ 

ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕆᐊᖅᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᐃᓱᓕᕝᕕᒃᓴᖓ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 26−ᖑᕗᖅ. 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᓄᑦ-ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒧᑦ 
$8,000−ᖑᕗᖅ, $6,000−ᓂ ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
$4,000−ᓂ ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓄᑦ.

ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᑐᙵᓱᒃᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓂᒃᓴᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᖅ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓚᐅᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓂ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐸᑦ.

ᐃᒥᐊᓗᖕᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᐴᖅᑐᒐᕐᓂ ᓱᓐᓂᕈᑕᐅᓲᓂ 
ᐱᑕᖃᕆᐊᖃᔾᔮᙱᓚᖅ.

Luke Qanak Makkigak loved to square dance 
with his sister Jamie.

Tragically, his life ended at age 19 on Nov. 16, 
2018. Now the family is finally hosting the First 
Annual Luke Qanak Makkigak memorial square 
dance competition in his honour.

“He died very young,” said Lucy Makkigak, his 
great-aunt and chairperson of the square dance 
committee. “He was a very good hunter. He 
provided country food to his family, grandpar-
ents, everybody. He was in high school, he was 
a very good student and he loved to travel. He 
travelled many places for square dance competi-
tions. Square dance was one of his big passions.”

His sudden passing was a shock to his family 
and the community.

“I started thinking, we need to heal, heal as 
a family, heal as a community, and maybe we 
can do one of Luke’s passions,” said Makkigak.

That’s how his relatives decided on a square 
dance competition in his name.

“He’s missed dearly,” said Makkigak. “But 
what can we do? We can only move forward and 
remember him in a positive way.”

The competition has been three years in the 
making — the pandemic delayed it — and it 
will finally be held Sept. 1-4 at the old arena in 
Rankin Inlet.

The first three days are for the square dance 
competition, with the last one as a family fun 
day for the dancers and community.

Teams from outside of Rankin Inlet are invited 
to compete. The deadline for registering is Aug. 
26. The first-place prize is $8,000, with $6,000 

Luke 
Qanak 
Makkigak 
dances 
with 
sister 
Jamie at 
Pakallak 
Tyme in 
2016. 
Photo 
courtesy 
of Janet 
Makkigak

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ ᒧᒥᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓇᔭᒥᓂ ᐸᑲᓪᓚᒃ ᑕᐃᒻᒥ 2016−ᒥ.

A square dance competition in Rankin Inlet 
will honour the life of Luke Qanak Makkigak, 
who loved to dance and passed away at age 
19. Photo courtesy of Janet Makkigak

ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᒧᒥᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᕐᒥ, 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᒧᒥᕆᐊᒃᓴᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑭᐅᖃᖅᖢᓂ 
19−ᓂ.

Luke Qanak Makkigak, left, is remembered 
as a generous and talented young man. 
Photo courtesy of Janet Makkigak

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Nunavut
Local Journalism Initiative

ᓘᒃ ᖃᓇᖅ ᒪᒃᑭᒐᒃ, ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ, ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᕗᖅ 
ᑐᓂᓯᒐᔪᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᔪᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

for second and $4,000 for third.
Everyone is welcome to attend the competition, 

space permitting. Makkigak said safety is the 
first priority and attendance will be arranged by 

age group, if required.
No alcohol or drugs will be tolerated.
Makkigak invites everyone to enjoy the com-

petition in remembrance of Luke.
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New report warns of increasing 
conflicts in communities if waste 
not managed

Polar bears are increasingly attracted to com-
munity dumps in the North, and according to 
a new report in the journal Oryx, higher levels 
of government need to find a way to address 
the problem.

“It’s sort of an overview of what many of us 
as polar bear researchers view as an emerging 
issue for human-bear conflicts in the North,” 
explained Dr. Andrew Derocher, Professor of 
Biological Sciences at the University of Alberta, 
one of the authors of ‘Anthropogenic food: An 
emerging threat to polar bear conservation.’

Derocher says polar bear managers and scien-
tists don’t have many tools to address climate 
change and its impacts, but they can pursue 
solutions to the growing potential of human-bear 
conflicts.

“Talking with colleagues that work across the 
Arctic, it was very clear that this was something 
that was happening in all of the five polar bear 
nations,” said Derocher. “It didn’t matter where 
you were. We were seeing more and more cases 
of polar bears coming into communities or near 
communities or into camps and causing conflicts 
with people.”

The outcomes of those conflicts are usually 
one of two things: either the polar bear gets 
killed, or much less likely, a person gets killed.

A case study out of Churchill, Manitoba ad-
dresses the challenge of polar bears and the 
landfill. Derocher explained that town closed 
its dump in 2005 — with garbage being housed 
in unused buildings instead. The community 
also rolled out a polar bear management plan 
to deal with the animals who used to frequent 
the dump.

“If you look at many other places across the 
North — Arviat, for example — that dump and 
the situation is sort of a potential increasing 
problem rather than a decreasing one as it is 

in Churchill,” said Derocher, adding that it’s a 
problem bigger than most northern communities 
can manage alone.

“I think the very clear issue here is that it 
really should not be the responsibility of the 
communities. This is the responsibility of higher 
levels of government.”

While polar bear visits to the landfill keep 
these animals top of mind, residents of the North 
are famliar with the debate around the health 
of polar bear populations. Derocher knows this 
discussion well.

“It’s an interesting phenomenon,” he said. 
“There are different perspectives, certainly on 
the population status in the western Hudson Bay 
Area. From the scientific side, the analyses that 
have been done indicate quite clearly that the 
population has declined.”

He’s been studying polar bears in the western 
Hudson Bay since 1984.

“When it comes to the status of polar bears, 
it’s important to remember that we’ve got in 
Canada 13 different sub-populations. Some 
we share with Greenland or Alaska and some 
of those populations are doing just fine, the 
abundance is very stable, there’s no indication 
of declines,” elaborated Derocher.

“So it depends on which area you look at, you 
get a different perspective. Scientifically, we 
believe that the western Hudson Bay population 
has declined. It seems to have stabilized at a 
lower number.”

It used to be around 1,200 bears in the core 
monitoring area but is now around 800, he 
said. The southern Hudson Bay population has 
declined by about 10 to 15 per cent.

“But if you look at the Foxe Basin population, 
which is the one at the northern end of Hudson 
Bay, that population looks very robust and stable 
and abundant,” said Derocher. “So when we talk 
about polar bear populations in Nunavut, we 
really have to look at which population we’re 
talking about, because there are several that are 
quite robust and looking very healthy.”

Back when he started studying polar bears 40 

Dr. Andrew Derocher, Professor of Biological Sciences at the University of Alberta, is one of 
the authors of ‘Anthropogenic food: An emerging threat to polar bear conservation.’ Photo 
courtesy of Polar Bears International

Polar bears are seen here in Churchill, Manitoba. A new report on managing 
polar bear conflicts with humans suggests bear-proof methods of garbage 
storage. Photo courtesy of Dan Guravich / Polar Bears International

Polar bears and dumps Polar bears and dumps 
need to be addressedneed to be addressed

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat
Local Journalism Initiative

years ago, seeing bears around dumps was rare.
“It was an unusual occurrence,” he said, add-

ing that Churchill’s situation was something of 
anomaly. “It just wasn’t something that we saw 
in other parts of the Arctic.”

Solutions suggested in the report include 
education and implementation of bear-proof 
methods of garbage storage, along with adequate 
resources provided at the community level to 
mitigate the potentially increasing problem.
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ᑐᙵᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖃᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᔪᒥ

ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅ, ᐃᓱᐊᓂ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᒃᓴᕋᐃᓐᓂᖃᖅᑐᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖏᓂ ᓄᕙᐊᓂ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ, ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᒃᓴᒧᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐊᔭᐅᕆᕗᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᓕᐅᔪᓂ (NIRB) 
ᓈᒻᒪᒍᓱᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᕆᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒃᑰᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑰᑕᖓᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᑰᑕᖓᓂ 4.2 ᑕᓐᓂᑦ.

ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᒦᑦᑐᑦ 1,100−ᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᑭᓕᖅᓱᐃᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ, 
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ 200−ᓂ ᐱᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ. ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᓄᑦ ᓄᓘᔭᕐᓂ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 31−ᒥ, ᐅᖃᖅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕈᓐᓃᕐᒪᑕ 
ᑎᑭᐅᑎᓂᐊᓕᕐᒪᑕ 4.2 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᑕᓐᓄᑦ ᑰᑕᖓᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆᐅᑉ−ᕿᑎᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ. ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ ᓱᖁᓯᔾᔮᙱᑉᐸᑕ, ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᓂᑦᑎᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᓂᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 
25−ᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᒃᑐᐱᕆ 11−ᒥ.

ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᖕᒥ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᓗᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᑰᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑰᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᐅᙱᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᔪᒐᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ ᓯᓚᖁᑎᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓄᑦ−
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓴᕋᐃᑦᑐᒥ ᑕᓯᐅᔭᕐᒥ ᐃᓈᓗᖕᒥ, ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᕿᑐᙱᐅᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᓪᓚᙳᐊᓄᑦ ᕿᓚᓗᒐᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐳᐃᔨᐅᔪᓂ.

ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᑭᐅᓗᒍᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ. ᐃᒡᓗᒑᖓᒍᑦ, ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᕙᒃᐳᖅ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᒥ ᓇᑭᙶᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᕐᕕᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐃᓚᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ. ᐃᒡᓗᖔᖓᒍᑦ, ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᕙᑎᒧᑦ ᓱᕋᒃᑎᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐅᖓᓯᒃᑐᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᓴᖅᑐᒥ.

ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐱᒋᔪᙱᑦᑐᒥ. 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᒃᑐᕈᒪᙱᑕᖓᓂ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᒐᕙᒪᑐᖃᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᖓᓂ ᑖᓂᐅᓪ ᕚᓐᑎᐅᓪ ᐃᓱᐊᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓴᐱᓕᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᔪᒪᔭᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓗᑎᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐊᖓᓐᓂ 
ᑰᑕᖓ 4.2 ᒥᓕᐊᓐ ᑕᓐᓄᑦ.

ᐊᐃᑦᑖᖑᒐᓗᐊᖅ ᐹᕙᓐᓛᓐᑯᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ. 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑲᒻᐸᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᓕᐅᙱᒃᑯᓂ ᓯᑖᓂ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖃᖅᑎᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐹᓪ ᖁᐊᓴᒥ 

ᑲᒻᐸᓂᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓕᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᔨᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ.
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒃᑭᕗᖅ ᐆᒃᑑᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᓱᓕᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑐᒥ 2020−ᒥ 
ᑐᓂᐅᖅᑲᐃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ $200,000−ᓂ ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓄᑦ ᕿᑭᖅᑖᓗᖕᒥ 
ᐅᐊᖕᓇᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓂᕿᒃᓴᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᒥ ᑐᐊᕕᕐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 2014−ᒥ, ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᑲᖕᓂᖏᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐅᔪᓂ 2019−ᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓇᓗᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ II−ᒥ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖃᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕐᕌᓂ 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑏᑦ ᓯᒥᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᑦᑕᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓂᒃ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ.

ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐃᓄᓕᒫᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᐊᓂ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐆᒃᑑᑎᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᓪᑯᑦ ᒎᓗᔪᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᓕᖕᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ 2021−ᒥ ᑭᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 2020−ᒥ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒥᖅᑕᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐃᑎᕕᐊᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ 
(ᐊᑲᐅᙱᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.)

ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᕘᓇ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᓕᒃᑎᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ, 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᖅ ᐱᕈᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᑖᓂ.

“ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ [KIA] ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᒃᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᓂᓯᓂᕐᓂ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᓯᕗᕐᙵᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐆᒥᖓ ᑐᓵᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ. ᓈᒻᒪᒃᓴᖅᐳᒍᑦ 
ᐱᔭᕆᑐᔪᓂ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᑭᐅᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᕘᓴ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓂ 
ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓂ, ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒡᓂᑯ ᐄᒍᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᐃᒎᓰᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᓂᒃ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖓ 
ᑯᓄ ᑕᑦᑐᐃᓂ ᔫᓂ 17−ᒥ.

ᑕᐃᒪᑐᖅ ᐅᓇ ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᖅ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖃᕈᓐᓇᐃᓪᓕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓂᖃᙱᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐊᖏᒡᓕᒋᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓵᕆᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᕙᑎᒧᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᐅᑎ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐹᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᖏᒡᓕᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᔫᔮᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ.

Northern News Services

Goodwill needed on 
Baffinland impasse

Once again, the ultimate game 
of chicken is taking place at the 
northern tip of Baffin Island, where 
Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation is 
pushing regulator Nunavut Impact 
Review Board (NIRB) into accepting 
its demand to increase its shipping 
quota to six tonnes of iron ore this 
year from the original quota of 4.2 
tonnes.

At stake are 1,100 good-paying 
jobs, more than 200 of them be-
longing to Inuit. Baffinland sent out 
termination notices to staff at its 
Mary River mine July 31, stating 
it has no other choice because it 
will be hitting the 4.2 million tonne 
quota by mid-September. If the 
NIRB doesn’t budge, Baffinland will 
lay off staff with two rounds of ter-
minations scheduled for Sept. 25 
and Oct. 11.

Pond Inlet hunters and environ-
mentalists argue that increasing 
shipping quotas will have a dev-
astating impact on the ecological-
ly-sensitive Eclipse Sound, an im-
portant breeding area for narwhals 
among other marine animals.

The mine has long been a con-
tentious issue for Qikiqtanni Inuit. 
On one hand, the mine provides an 
important source of income for Inuit 

families. On the other, the threat 
of environmental degradation from 
increased mining activity in the Far 
North.

It’s an issue crying for leadership 
but one that rarely gets any. It’s a 
hot potato few politicians want to 
touch, including federal Northern 
Affairs Minister Daniel Vandal who 
will ultimately decide whether to 
cave into Baffinland’s demands or 
uphold the NIRB’s earlier decision 
to keep the quota at 4.2 million 
tonnes.

It’s unfortunate that Baffinland 
feels it needs to play hardball. Busi-
ness is business but the company 
is not making many friends outside 
the people it employs, among them 
former premier Paul Quassa who 
joined the company last year as a 
senior advisor.

Money talks but so do examples 
of good faith. The mining compa-
ny showed some in 2020 when it 
handed out more than $200,000 
to five north Baffin communities 
to help cope with food shortages 
during the Covid crisis but there 
have been a slew of conflicts dat-
ing back to the start of operations 
in 2014, including layoff notices in 
2019 due to uncertainty over the 
NIRB’s Phase II assessment pro-
cess. Further disruption occurred 

last year when hunters blockaded 
the mine’s road and airstrip to pro-
test proposed expansion.

Other mining companies have had 
greater success in the PR front. 
One example includes Agnico Eagle 
with its gold operations in the Kival-
liq region, which made necessary 
steps back in 2021 to address is-
sues highlighted in 2020 regarding 
its waterline to Melvin Bay (issues 
such as a lack of information.)

Following good communication 
through the necessary channels, 
support grew for the project, such 
as can be viewed below.

“The Kivalliq Inuit Association 
[KIA] worked with Agnico Mines 
and other intervenors to find resolu-
tions to its concerns in advance of 
and during this hearing. We are sat-
isfied that our technical concerns 
have been addressed through the 
new information provided, commit-
ments made by Agnico Eagle and 
the proposed terms and conditions 
we have filed with the Nunavut Im-
pact Review Board,” said KIA presi-
dent Kono Tattuinee on June 17.

Hopefully this latest impasse will 
be resolved without a loss of jobs 
or increased threats to the environ-
ment but the clock is ticking and a 
collision of wills appears increasing-
ly difficult to avoid.

By Editoral Board



An interesting takeaway from 
Nunavut MP Lori Idlout after 
hearing Pope Francis’ first and 
last speeches during his tour 
of Canada was an appreciable 
change in tone she noticed.

“It really felt like he sincerely 
heard what he’s been told,” she 
said.

We can read about things that 
happened and know a subject up 
and down, but until you’ve been 
in the presence of those affected 
in their homes, you won’t fully 
understand.

In this industry, I liken it to re-
mote newspaper reporters who 
know every story in your commu-
nity but have never visited – they 
never get a true feel for the town, 

and there’s always an inauthentic 
element to their reporting.

Regarding the Pope, it’s not 
surprising that being in the pres-
ence of Indigenous 
people and feeling their 
emotions grew his ap-
preciation for the situa-
tion over the course of 
his visit.

I would posit that the 
vast majority of Canadi-
ans would be horrified 
to learn the truth of 
residential schools’ his-
tory and would support 
significant action to 
heal those wounds, es-
pecially if they had the personal 
experience of hearing from those 
affected and being in their world.

The resistance to that comes 

mostly from innocent ignorance 
of one of the worst parts of Ca-
nadian history.

I grew up in Vancouver in the 
‘90s and ‘00s, and we 
didn’t hear much about 
Indigenous people’s his-
tory in our country – we 
didn’t even know Inuit, 
First Nations and Metis 
were three different 
groups.

My dad is a Vancou-
ver boy too, now in his 
70s, and it was only me 
moving North several 
years ago that opened 
his eyes to some of 

this history.
Learning about residential 

school and just how bad it got 
truly broke his heart, and he’s 

taken an active interest in edu-
cating himself about a part of 
Canada he was blind to growing 
up.

Now he’s got an Inuvialuk 
grandson named after him, and 
I love to see the merger of these 
two worlds between southern 
and northern Canada. In a world 
where the internet makes us feel 
so connected, it’s wild we can all 
be in the same country but know 
so little about each other.

At least in my experience, per-
sonalization is a big part of the 
reconciliation process.

The Pope’s visit generated a 
lot of questions about what is 
appropriate or what is enough, 
but there is something to say for 
being here in person and feeling 
the reality.

Northern News Services
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BURNETT

Nice to see the change in tone
Personalization key to reconciliation

Arctic Fishery Alliance to add 
new ship to its fleet

The ‘Anna’ will be renamed to Kiviuq 1 and will be joining the fleet in 2023

The Arctic Fishery Alliance (AFA) has pur-
chased a 52-meter longliner from Iceland, which 
will be joining the AFA’s fleet next year following 
some upgrades.

The ‘Anna’, which will be renamed to Kiviuq 1 

will be used to harvest Greenland halibut. It has 
accommodations for 29 crew with 12 two-person 
cabins and five individual cabins each with its 
own washrooms.

“It will be the first vessel to harvest Greenland 
halibut (commonly called turbot) exclusively 
using automated hook and line harvesting technol-
ogy,” said Harry Earle, general manager of AFA.

“This expanded accommodation will enable 

us to operate the vessel 24 hours per day on a 
two-shift basis, and most importantly permit us 
to have a major increase of Inuit harvesters in 
our crew,” continued AFA Executive Chairman 
Jaypetee Akeeagok, it also offers a much more 
comfortable working environment compared to 
their other fishing vessel the Suvak, he added.

The ship was originally built in Norway in 
2001 as a freezer longliner for the Antarctic. The 

planned upgrades include a new onboard factory 
for processing turbot and an upgraded Mustad 
automatic longline system.

“We are extremely pleased to finally be able 
to purchase a modern longliner as we have been 
trying to achieve this upgrade to our harvesting 
capacity for three years, but Covid-19 interrupted 
our plans to purchase another vessel last year,” 
said AFA president Lootie Toomasie.

The 52-meter longliner ‘Anna’ will be joining the AFA fleet in 2023 following some upgrades and renamed to Kiviuq 1. Photo courtesy of Arctic Fishery Alliance

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Qikiqtani
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KINDLY SPONSORED BY                INVESTMENT GROUP INC.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᑦ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ NCC Investment Group Inc., 
ᐳᓚᕋᕈᒃ www.nccig.ca ᐅᓪᓗᒥ.0

Nunavut News presents the Amazing On-the-Land contest, 
generously sponsored by NCC Investment Group Inc., visit 
www.nccig.ca today.

Congratulations to this weeks winner Rosanna Alvaro! Con-
grats Rosanna!

ALFRED MONTGRAND
Baker Lake, Nunavut

MARY KATE MAPSALAK
Naujaat, Nunavut
Starfish near Aivilik (while picking up shells on the ice) in 
June.

WINNER: ROSANNA ALVARO
Nunavut
Iqaluit, July 29, 2022, she took this photo from the audience 
with consent of the owner. During Papal visit.

TRUDY ANGUTTAUTUQ
Nunavut
Hall Beach, last year, coming from their cabin to their town.

MORGAN EVAGLOK
Kugluktuk, Nunavut
Kugluktuk Nunavut. August 1st, 2022 at 10:30 p.m.

LORETTA PEE
Nunavut
Loretta took this picture on July 24th while going to Duke 
of York Bay from Naujaat. This picture was taken near White 
Island. Walrus and a polar bear on the back.

ᐋᓪᕗᕋᑦ ᒫᓐᑦᒍᕌᓐ
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ

ᓗᐊᕆᑕ ᐲ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᓗᐊᕆᑕ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᔪᓚᐃ 24−ᒥᐊᕿᐊᕈᖕᓇᕐᒥ ᓇᐅᔮᓂ. ᐅᓇ 
ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ White ᕿᑭᖅᑕᖓᑕ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. ᐊᐃᕕᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᓄᖅ ᑐᓄᐊᓂ .

ᒥᐊᕆ ᑲᐃᑦ ᒪᑉᓴᓚᒃ
ᓇᐅᔮᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐊᕐᕋᔮᑦ ᐊᐃᕕᓕᒃ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ( ᐊᕝᔪᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐅᕕᓗᕐᓂ ᓯᑯᒥ ) 
ᔫᓂ ᒥ .

ᒧᐊᒐᓪ ᐃᕙᒡᓗᒃ
ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ. ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 1, 2022−ᓂ 10:30 ᐅᓐᓄᒃᑯᑦ .

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᖅ : ᕈᓵᓇ ᐋᓪᕕᐊᕈ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ , ᔪᓚᐃ 29, 2022, ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᖁᙱᐊᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᒥ. ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
. ᑐᕉᑎ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᑦᑐᖅ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᓴᓂᕋᔭᒃ, ᐊᕐᕌᓂ, ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᑦ ᐃᒡᓗᕋᓛᖓᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖓᓐᓄᑦ .
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CECILE LAFFERTY
Nunavut
This was taken in Fort Resolution NT, 
night of July 30th

GREG SUTHERLAND
Nunavut
Fishing at Paniktok Lake outside of Taloyoak late June 2022.

ROSE TULURIALIK
Nunavut
One-year-old Raymond Juanasi Pauloosie, helping his 
Ataatasiaq to check nets outside of Taloyoak, Nunavut.

BERNARD MAKTAAQ
Pond Inlet, Nunavut
Bowhead Whale under a 1 a.m. sun near Mittimatalik, Nunavut

ERIN KAVALIUNAS
Nunavut

July 22nd, 2140 hours at Sylvia 
Grinnell Territorial Park.

DAN D FINE
Nunavut
Kugluktuk, Nunavut, Hart Lake S lake 4 mile bay.

ᐱᕐᓈᑦ ᒪᒃᑖᖅ
ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐊᕐᕕᖅ ᐊᑖᓂ 1 ᐅᓐᓄᐊᒃᑯᑦ ᓯᕿᓂᖓᓂ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᒃ , ᓄᓇᕗ ᒻᒥ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ

ᓯᓯᐅᓪ ᓛᕗᑎ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐅᓇ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ Fort Resolution ᓄᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒥ , ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ ᔪᓚᐃ 30−ᒥ

ᐃᐊᕆᓐ ᑲᕙᓕᐅᓇᔅ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᔪᓚᐃ 22−ᒥ , 2140 ᐃᑲᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᑕᓯᕐᔪᐊᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒥᕐᙳᐃᖅᓯᕐᕕᒃ .

ᒍᕋᒡ ᓴᑐᓚᓐ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᒃᑐᖅ ᐸᓂᒃᑐᖅ ᑕᓯᖓᓂ ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊ ᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᔫᓂ 2022 
ᓄᙳᐊᓂ .

ᑖᓐ ᑎ ᕙᐃᓐ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ, Hart Lake S ᑕᓯᖓᓂ 4 mile bay.

ᕉᔅ ᑐᓗᕆᐊᓕᒃ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ−ᐅᑭᐅᓕᒃ ᕋᐃᒪᓐ ᔪᐊᓇᓯ ᐸᐅᓗᓯ, ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᑖᑕᑦᓯᐊᒥᓂ 
ᒪᑦᑎᑦᑕᐅᑎᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ .
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Iqaluit Public Health holding 
Covid-19 vaccination clinics

Iqaluit
With concerns of an impending wave of Covid-

19, Iqaluit Public Health will be hosting walk-in-
clinics for the Covid-19 vaccine every Thursday 
and Friday until September 30.

All Nunavummiut ages five and older will be 
eligible for their initial vaccinations or booster 
shots from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 4:15 p.m.

Iqaluit Public Health is also holding pediatric 
Covid-19 vaccination clinics until August 19 
for all children aged four years old and those 
between six months and four years who are 
considered to have either immunosupporession, 
a severe lung or heart disease, are undergoing 
treatment for cancer or are taking medications 
which suppress the immune system.

Iqaluit Public Health is located at Building 
1091. Parents can book an appointment by calling 
867-975-4810.

- Trevor Wright

Possible rabies case in 
Kugluktuk

Kugluktuk
The Department of Health is advising res-

idents of Kugluktuk that a dog that died in 
the community had displayed possible signs 
of rabies.

Due to the danger of rabies, the Department 
of Health is advising all residents to be cautious 
around animals that are acting strangely.

If you have been bitten or scratched by a fox 
or a dog, go to the local health centre and report 
the incident immediately.

Treatment must be started quickly after expo-
sure, as rabies infections are almost always fatal.

Domestic animals that spend time tied up 
outdoors should be monitored for a change in 
behaviour and signs of rabies. Signs of rabies 

include behaving strangely, staggering, frothing 
at the mouth, choking or making strange noises. 
Animals exhibiting these signs should be avoid-
ed and reported to the Regional Environmental 
Health Office or Conservations Officer.

If you see a fox or wolf wandering around the 
community, contact the Conservation Officer 
at 867-982-7450. If your dog had contact with 
a fox or wolf, call the Regional Environmental 
Health Officer at 867-645-6660.

- Ethan Butterfield

Coral Harbour civic holiday
Coral Harbour

A civic holiday has declared by the Hamlet 
of Coral Harbour and will take place on August 
12, 2022

Government of Nunavut employees in the 
community are permitted to take off the after-
noon of August 12, 2022 from 1 to 5 p.m., as a 
civic holiday to participate in planned activities.

“Any employee who must work during the 
holiday as part of their regularly scheduled 
hours will be paid in addition to the pay that 
would have been granted had they not worked 
as follows:

“one half times their hourly rate for up to 
a maximum of four (4) hours worked or an 
equivalent combination of cash and leave at a 
later date convenient to both the employee and 
employer,” reads the notice.

Staff normally scheduled to work after 5 p.m. 
are entitled to receive regular pay at their reg-
ular hourly rate.

Employees on approved duty travel are not 
eligible for overtime compensation for this 
holiday.

Employees who are on approved leave or do 
not attend work the morning of August 12, 2022, 
are required to use leave credits or approved 
unpaid leave for the afternoon hours.

- Ethan Butterfield

Fatal ATV accident
Arviat

A child is deceased and another sustained inju-
ries in an ATV accident late Wednesday, Aug. 3.

At 11 p.m., the Arviat RCMP were dispatched 
to a report of the accident on 7th Avenue.

Four people were on the ATV at the time of 
the accident. Two adult passengers were in-
jured, one child sustained several injuries and 
the second child was pronounced deceased at 
the health centre.

The matter remains under investigation.
“Our thoughts are with the family and the 

community during this very difficult time,” stated 
the RCMP in a news release.

- Stewart Burnett

Avian flu appears
Nunavut

Presence of Avian influenza is suspected in 
two cases in Sanikiluaq and Cambridge Bay, 
says the Government of Nunavut.

The Canadian Wildlife Service informed the 
GN of a suspected case of avian flu detected in 
a live thick-billed murre on Coats Island, and 
another in a herring gull near Cambridge Bay. 
Both samples were sent for confirmatory testing.

“The risk of avian influenza infection in the 
general public is considered low,” stated the GN 
in a news release.

“There is no evidence to suggest that the avian 
influenza virus can be transmitted to humans 
through the consumption of fully cooked game 
birds or eggs. In general, human cases of avian 
influenza are caused by close, prolonged contact 
with infected live or dead poultry or contami-
nated environments. While the risk of human 
infection with avian influenza viruses is low, 
individuals should always use basic hygienic 
precautions when handling wild birds.”

Signs of avian flu in birds include nervous-
ness, trembling, lack of coordination, swelling 

around the head and eyes, diarrhea and sudden 
death.

“If you notice any unusual death or illness in 
birds, contact your local conservation office,” 
stated the GN. “If you feel very sick after han-
dling a bird, contact your local health centre.”

- Stewart Burnett

Health centre closures begin
Nunavut

The Government of Nunavut has announced 
the first health centres to temporarily close due 
to staffing shortages.

Pangnirtung closed briefly for one week previ-
ously, but the GN announced the Kinngait health 
centre would be closed from Aug. 9 to Sept. 30.

“During the temporary closure, paramedics are 
on site to provide emergent or life-threatening 
care,” stated the GN in a news release July 25. 
“The Department of Health will use a combi-
nation of virtual health and paramedic services 
to support clients in Kinngait.”

Calls to the health centre will be directed to 
virtual support services and may be forwarded 
to other communities. Callers are recommended 
not to hang up while waiting.

“The Department of Health is working with 
government and territorial partners to ensure 
Nunavummiut have access to necessary health 
services while addressing staff shortages,” wrote 
the GN.

In the last sitting of the legislative assembly, 
Health Minister John Main had forecast complete 
closures in 12 community health centres.

The Department of Health previously told 
Kivalliq News it was doing everything it could 
to avoid closures, but any closures will be an-
nounced two weeks ahead of time.

As of press time, no closures for Kivalliq com-
munities had yet been announced.

The closures are blamed on staffing shortages.
- Stewart Burnett

Around Around NunavutNunavut
∂´êÄ∏∂Ò ¥∂fl±´

Phone: (867) 979-5990 Email: editor@nunavutnews.com Fax: (867) 979-6010

The Red Flags came out on top in the first Heart of Hudson Bay soccer tournament in Coral Harbour Sunday, Aug. 7. Back row, from left are Russell Matoo, Prime Paniyuk, Stanley JR 
Adjuk, Ruben Saviarjuk, Macy Jones, Randy Kataluk. Front row, from left are Jeannie Jones, Adina Panika, Raymond Kudlak, Vivian Paniyuk, and Keesha Jones. They took home $5,000 
for first place. In second was Goon Squad, earning $3,000. Third was Rankin, winning $2,000. Fourth was SDL for $1,000. Nolan Sammurtok and Emma Jones were named the top male 
and female athletes of the weekend. Photo courtesy of Doris Bruce

First ‘Heart of Hudson Bay’ soccer tournament a successFirst ‘Heart of Hudson Bay’ soccer tournament a successFirst ‘Heart of Hudson Bay’ soccer tournament a successFirst ‘Heart of Hudson Bay’ soccer tournament a success
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Cambridge Bay’s Paula Cziranka makes sure the hair of 
Cambridge Bay’s Kiana Ekpakohak is all set before her first 
wrestling match on Tuesday. Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Kiana Ekpakohak gets the upper hand on her opponent from 
Alberta during wrestling action on Tuesday. Photo courtesy 
of Thorsten Gohl

Team Nunavut Team Nunavut 
finishes week finishes week 
one at Canada one at Canada 
Summer GamesSummer Games

The first week of action at the 2022 Canada Summer Games in 
Niagara, Ont., is in the books and it was one of the more exciting 
ones there’s ever been for Team Nunavut.

Cambridge Bay’s Eekeeluak Avalak had the team — and the 
territory — on edge with his gold medal performance on the 
wrestling mat, while the men’s and women’s beach volleyball 
teams each hit the win column in their debuts on the sand.

Week two will be much quieter for Nunavut as it’s just men’s 
and women’s indoor volleyball to close things out.

Here’s some of the action from the opening week.

Canada Summer Games Feature
with Thorsten Gohl
Niagara, Ont.
Northern News Services

Eekeeluak Avalak hugs assistant coach Paula Cziranka after 
winning gold in wrestling on Thursday. Photo courtesy of 
Thorsten Gohl

Iqaluit’s Shawna Kyak, left, and Iqaluit’s Talia Grant both go for the reception during beach volleyball action on Monday. 
Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

SPORTS HOTLINE • JAMES MCCARTHY
Phone: (867) 873-4031 • Email: sports@nnsl.com • Fax: (867) 873-8507

SportsSports  & Recreation& Recreation
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Isaiah Angutimarik of Iglulik tries to get position on his opponent from Manitoba during 
wrestling action on Tuesday. Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Wrestling coach Chris Crooks smiles as Eekeeluak Avalak 
celebrates with the crowd after Avalak’s gold medal win on 
Thursday. Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Aiden Anawak goes for 
the kill past a Yukon 

defender during beach 
volleyball action on 

Tuesday. Photo courtesy 
of Thorsten Gohl

Talia Grant, left, Shawna Kyak and Jonah Oolayou of Iqaluit are all smiles as they march into the opening ceremony on Aug. 6. 
Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl

Aiden Anawak, left, and Ian MacDonald take some time 
to rest in between sets during beach volleyball action on 
Monday. Photo courtesy of Thorsten Gohl
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A week like no other for Team Nunavut
Territory earns first-ever medal at Canada Summer Games

If you had asked the casual sports fan in the territory about how 
the 2022 Canada Summer Games would have gone for Team 
Nunavut, you probably would’ve had a mixed bag of responses.

Maybe we’ll do well. Maybe we’ll have some good results. 
Maybe we’ll win a medal this time.

And they would’ve been right on all three.
It was a week the likes never seen before for Team Nunavut in 

Niagara, Ont. Of course, the big news came courtesy of Eekeeluak 
Avalak of Cambridge Bay and his historic gold medal win on 
the wrestling mat on Aug. 11. It is the first time Nunavut has hit 
the podium at the Canada Summer Games and the second time 
overall that any athlete from the territory has won a medal at a 
Canada Games. Eugene Dederick of Iqaluit holds the honour of 
being the first overall to do it when he won bronze in judo at the 
2007 Canada Winter Games.

In speaking with Nunavut News before the big day, Avalak 
said he knew how important this is not only for himself, but his 
team and the territory.

“Just being in the top-four is amazing and I’m so proud of what 
I’ve done, but winning a medal for Nunavut would be so huge,” 
he said. “I’m excited to get the chance.”

Avalak advanced to the semifinal based on his results from the 
team duels portion of the wrestling event. That happened on Aug. 
9 and 10 as the full team hit the mats looking to score as many 
points per match as possible toward a total team score. Nunavut 
was placed in pool B and took on B.C., Quebec, Manitoba, Prince 
Edward Island and New Brunswick. They weren’t able to win 
any of their duels, but did come close versus P.E.I., dropping a 
tight 16-13 decision. They did, however, manage to win their 
duel over Yukon and finish 11th overall.

But the duels were used as a way to determine which wrestlers 
would do battle for what place. Avalak won all five of his match-
es — three by technical superiority (mercy rule, 10-point spread 
or more) and two by forfeit as not every team had a wrestler at 
every weight class.

His quintet of victories means he finished atop his weight class 
in his pool and put him in line for a medal.

Not like he wasn’t expected to be at or near the top to begin 
with. Avalak went into the Games as the absolute best hope for 
a medal for Nunavut and, as we found out, he didn’t disappoint.

He knew going in that there would be no more surprises about 
what he’s capable of — the rest of the country has found out just 
how good he’s become.

“I’m more ready than ever,” said Avalak. “I know my name 
is out there, it’s been out there for the past couple of years now. 
Everyone’s taking me more seriously and I’ve just gone match 
by match.”

Head coach Chris Crooks said as a team, his troops accorded 
themselves more than admirably.

“We won some, lost some,” he said. “We knew it would be 
tough going in, but they’ve all been competitive and looked like 
wrestlers (laughs). A lot of our matches went into the second 
round and that’s a big positive. We weren’t getting beat in the 
first round. That’s always a big plus.”

One of the big highlights, according to Crooks, was Cambridge 
Bay’s Jusipie Dimitruk getting his first win at the Canada Summer 
Games. He’s the youngest member of the team at 14 and provided 
one of the nicer moments of the week.

“We don’t usually win a lot of matches and seeing him win 
was really cool,” said Crooks. “It was really inspirational and 
gave us a boost.”

But all the excitement was saved for Avalak.
He began his march to the top with a technical superiority vic-

tory over Zubin Gatta of Ontario, a match which Crooks said was 
probably one of the best technical matches Avalak has ever had.

Before his heroics on the wrestling mat, Cambridge Bay’s 
Eekeeluak Avalak had the honour of carrying the Nunavut 
flag into the opening ceremony of the Canada Summer 
Games in St. Catharines, Ont., on Aug. 7. Photo courtesy of 
Thorsten Gohl

By James McCarthy
Northern News Services

Niagara, Ont.

“Picture perfect,” Crooks said. “Really solid.”
That win guaranteed Avalak nothing worse than a silver medal 

as he advanced to the final, where he went up against Alberta’s 
Fred Calingay, someone he’s seen and worked with before.

“We’ve seen him over the past few years and Eekee’s scrim-
maged with him once before,” said Crooks. “Everyone around 
us was telling us Eekee was gonna won the gold, but you never 
want to get too overconfident. I knew he was in the right mindset, 
a bit of a bump in the morning because he had his late brother 
on his mind, but he got into it and went out there and wrestled 
a really smart final.”

Avalak opened by scoring the first seven points of the match 
before Calingay got one back to make it 7-1. From there, Avalak 
didn’t give Calingay any chance to have any offence and scored 
three more points down the stretch.

Make the final 10-1, and make it a piece of Canadian sporting 
history.

“I told Eekee to be patient, make sure he knew the strategy, 
and no heroics,” said Crooks. “Take the win — you have a big 
lead, so don’t do anything dumb.”

Naturally, the moment was the biggest thing going at the wres-
tling venue, so much so that action elsewhere was stopped because 
of the cheering and commotion.

Understandably, Crooks got emotional when talking about 
everything post-match.

“I’ve been with these kids four weeks straight, 24 hours a day, 
practiced with them for years,” he said. “All the cheering, all the 
photos after. We’re there to wrestle, but to be a part of what Eekee 
did, him and the kids representing that many people, knowing 
what this is going to mean to Nunavut … it’s been a real team 
effort. Not just me, so many people.”

There was also beach volleyball on week one for Nunavut 
and it, too, was historic. It was the first time the territory had 
entered a men’s and women’s team into the Canada Games and 
they didn’t embarrass themselves in the slightest. In fact, both 
teams hit the win column.

Shawna Kyak and Talia Grant, both of Iqaluit, turned the trick 
first as they beat Yukon on Aug. 8 in straight sets, 2-0.

Nunavut News caught up with Kyak minutes after the victory 
and, needless to say, she was still trying to process it.

“I don’t know know to feel,” she said excitedly. “We’ve trained 
so hard for this and worked so hard to get here and this is some-
thing we wanted.”

It was the unofficial championship of the North per se; the 
NWT didn’t have a women’s team entered. It’s also not the first 
time Nunavut has had teams in beach volleyball — the 2019 
Western Canada Summer Games was the very first time the 
territory played at either the regional or national level and came 
away with a seventh-place finish overall, which included three 
wins over Yukon teams.

The ladies had played Prince Edward Island in their first con-
test the day before and lost in straight sets in what could only 
be described as an oven. The humidity made it feel more like 40 
C on the sand, but the conditions were a bit better on Monday.

“It rained in the morning before we played, so that made it a 
bit cooler,” said Kyak. “It got warmer, but it was really windy. 
We knew it would get hotter, so we made sure we kept drinking 
lots of water, staying hydrated as best we could.”

The men’s team of Iqaluit’s Ian MacDonald and Rankin Inlet’s 
Aiden Anawak were also winners over Yukon the following day, 
but they made thing a bit more dramatic as they needed all three 
sets to win it, 2-1. The Nunavut pair dropped the opening set 
before winning set no. 2, followed by the third, 15-12.

“We fought for that win,” said MacDonald. “It felt great to get 
it. Obviously, we’re the first ones from Nunavut to be at Canada 
Games and we were complete underdogs in every game, but it 
was amazing.”

MacDonald was also on hand for Avalak’s piece of history and 
said it was amazing to witness in person.

“We all made sure we were there cheering him on,” he said. 
“Anyone who could be there from Nunavut was there.”

Talia Grant, 
back, serves 
one up as 
Shawna 
Kyak keeps 
an eye on 
the oppo-
site num-
bers during 
beach 
volleyball 
action at 
the Canada 
Summer 
Games 
on Aug. 
8. Photo 
courtesy of 
Thorsten 
Gohl
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Eekeeluak Avalak has entered that place very few 
Nunavummiut athletes have ever gone before

For all intents and purposes, this was probably the greatest 
week Team Nunavut has ever had at the Canada Summer 
Games.

The beach volleyball teams — Talia Grant and Shawna Kyak 
for the women, and Ian MacDonald and Aiden Anawak for the 
men — announced their presence by not just showing up and 
making up the numbers. No, both teams hit the win column 
… not bad for a territory which counts exactly, well, not that 
many beaches in which to be able to practice year-round on. It 
will be the first of many trips, I’m sure.

But with apologies to those four, all of the excitement was 
reserved for Eekeeluak Avalak of 
Cambridge Bay. That’s because young 
master Avalak has now entered the 
realm of Nunavut sporting lore for the 
rest of time.

The 18-year-old became the first 
Nunavummiut to stand on the podium 
at the Canada Summer Games. And 
he did it in the tallest spot of them 
all: gold medal in the men’s wrestling 
52-kg weight class on Aug. 11. He beat Fred Calingay of Al-
berta to do it and did it just like every other win he had this 
past week: business-like.

I’ve covered plenty of young athletes over the years I’ve 
been sitting in this chair but chronicling the rise of Avalak has 
been so much fun. Here’s a young man who found something 
he’s good at, enjoys doing it, works his ass off at, and found 
success in.

This is the formula on how to become successful in sport. 
Ask Jordin Tootoo — he’ll tell you the same thing.

My first introduction to Avalak came in 2017, which is also 
one of the first time I spoke to Chris Crooks, his coach. Ava-
lak told me even back then that wrestling was good for him. 
It gave him something to do, something to look forward to, 

something that he told me changed his lifestyle. He got good 
at it, working his way up in meets, winning some, losing some, 
but always improving.

Crooks has always been good at that. Sure, he wants his 
wrestlers to win, but that doesn’t always happen. So when you 
don’t win, you go back and figure out why. Good coaches will 
always find those small things that happened — a missed hold, 
a wrong step, etc. — and that’s what will be worked on when 
it’s time for practice. You just hope your student is a sponge.

Obviously, it’s worked because Avalak has made a steady 
progression up that ladder to the point where he started get-
ting noticed at the national level. Athletes from the North are 
almost always looked at as part of the numbers. Dust them off 

and bring on the real competition — 
that’s the attitude a lot of southern 
athletes take. Not all, but plenty do. 
Problem was “Eekee” started going 
deep into meets, picking off some of 
the top seeds along the way.

It didn’t take long before that North-
erner, the surprise package from the 
Kitikmeot, started giving other wres-
tlers headaches. He was no longer a 

speed bump, but more of a spike belt. Take him lightly at your 
peril. He had no problem exposing you and I’ll admit — it’s 
been fun to go back and see just what sort of damage he did to 
bust a bracket in his weight class.

Eekee knew his stock was rising and the mystique was 
wearing off. He told me so himself. As soon as he showed up, 
coaches began to strategize. They had seen his arsenal, but 
Eekee didn’t care. He knew he had to be the harder worker, 
both physically and mentally, and that always takes you far. 
Again, not always to the winners’ pay window, but enough to 
make your opponent know they’ve earned it.

If you get the chance, go back and watch the recorded 
streams of his matches at the Games. The one thing you’ll 
notice is that there are very few wasted motions. He’s the ag-

Cambridge Bay’s Eekeeluak 
Avalak sobs in the chest of 
coach Chris Crooks after 
winning gold at the Canada 
Summer Games in St. 
Catharines, Ont., on Aug. 11. 
It’s the first medal for Nunavut 
at the Canada Summer Games 
and it could not have hap-
pened to a more deserving 
individual. Photo courtesy of 
Thorsten Gohl

Northern News Services

James McCarthy is the sports editor 
at NNSL Media. Reach him at sports@
nnsl.com

SPORTS 
Talk

gressor almost every time and when he senses his opponent is 
on their heels, he employs a cobra-like mentality: go in for the 
kill, finish them off, and wait for the next opponent.

All wrapped with a smile. Yeah, he loves to smile after it’s 
done and he has a bit of a smart-aleck tone about him as well. 
I recall the 2018 Arctic Winter Games in Hay River, NWT, and 
that was my first look at him. He looked great even back then 
on the “WWE ring”, as Crooks described it (that’s because the 
wrestling mat sat on top of a spring-loaded gymnastics floor). 
He was winning his matches in quick succession, which didn’t 
give me a lot of opportunity to get good photos.

As he left the mat after dusting off one his opponents, I gave 
him a bit of snark:

“Thanks for taking your time and giving me good photos.”
His response?
“You’re welcome, James.”
Followed by a wink. Exactly the response I expected and 

loved.
If Avalak wasn’t in the big time before, he is now. His stock 

has just gone through the roof and you can bet the invites will 
follow. He’s earned everything to this point and it could not 
have happened to a nicer and more deserving person.

And besides, it’s not every day you become the answer to a 
trivia question, right?
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Theodore Thompson loads up for a 
big hit. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Robin Alikaswa Sewoee swings hard for a hit. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photoWater is swept away from the plate between innings. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Saami Arnalak helps keep score in the downpour. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

A summer rain and wind storm wasn’t enough to slow 
down the Arviat softball league for games on Sunday, Aug. 
7. Players were completely soaked and running through 
puddles to score runs, all with smiles on their faces.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat

Players hide behind a 
tarp until their next turn 
at bat. Stewart Burnett/

NNSL photo
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