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Family and friends prepare to let off their balloons on the one-year anniversary of Brandon Suluk 
Kirkwa’s passing Sept. 18. From left to right are Isaiah Kirkwa, Lyndon Irkootee, Leland Kirkwa, 
Kaeden Kunderman, Kaya Niakrok, Theresa Niakrok, Bernice Niakrok, Eva Kirkwa, Shirley Kirkwa, 
Becky Jones and Kyra Kirkwa. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

This is for you

Celebrating those on a 
healing journey

Rankin Inlet opposes Qulliq 
Energy Corporation’s plans 

for standardized rates

Students 
in Coral 
Harbour 
get busy

Interpreting for the Queen

ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓂᖅ
ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᒥᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖑᔪᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᕐᒥ 1970−ᒥ

Tom Sammurtok reflects on duty to introduce Kivalliq couples in 1970

ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓄᑦ

ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᐅᔪᑦ ᓴᒃᑯᐃᑦᑎᓕᒑᕗᑦ ᐳᕕᒐᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᕐᒥ−ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥ ᓇᓪᓕᐅᓐᓂᖅᓯᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐳᕌᓐᑎᓐ ᓱᓗᒃ ᑰᒃᕙᐅᑉ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 18 −ᒥ . ᓴᐅᒥᖕᒥ ᑕᓕᖅᐱᖕᒧᑦ 
ᐅᑯᐊᖑᕗᑦ ᐊᐃᓴᐃᔭ ᑰᒃᕙ, ᓕᓐᑎᓐ ᐃᖅᑯᑎ, ᓖᓚᓐ ᑰᒃᕙ, ᑲᐃᑎᓐ ᑲᓐᑐᒪᓐ, ᑳᔭ ᓂᐊᖁᖅ, ᑎᕇᓴ ᓂᐊᖁᖅ, ᐳᓃᔅ ᓂᐊᖁᖅ, ᐄᕙ ᑰᒃᕙ, ᓲᓕ ᑰᒃᕙ, ᐸᑭ ᔫᓐᔅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᐃᕋ ᑰᒃᕙ .

ᐅᓇ ᐃᓕᖕᓄᑦ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ ᐊᑭᕋᖅᑐᖅᐳᑦ ᖁᓪᓕᖅ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᑭᐅᔪᓂ

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᓴᓪᓕᓂ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖃᐅᖅᐳᑦ
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Rankin hamlet 
opposed to Qulliq 
Energy Corporation 
plan to equalize rates 
across territory

In May, the Hamlet of Rankin Inlet wrote to the Utility 
Rates Review Council, stating its opposition to Qulliq 
Energy Corporation’s proposed rate equalization plan.

In June, Rick Hunt, CEO of QEC, responded to council 
in a letter.

And on Aug. 22, that letter was shared at the hamlet 
council meeting.

“I read through it,” said Coun. Justin Merritt. “And it’s 
a bunch of crap.”

With the change in how QEC calculates rates, the cor-
poration has proposed a realignment of existing commu-
nity-based rates into territory-wide rates. The plan would 
roll out a change to rates for a test year in 2022/2023. If 
approved, it would add up to a 5.1 per cent increase.

Currently, residential customers across the territory pay 
a base rate subsidized by the Government of Nunavut up 
to a certain threshold. Beyond that, they pay a per-com-
munity rate, which varies depending on the community. 
QEC is looking to standardize that price across the territory, 
claiming it would equalize rates with Iqaluit, which are the 
lowest in the territory.

“QEC’s current rate structure does not reflect the true 
cost of power in communities,” wrote Hunt in his letter to 
the Mayor Harry Towtongie.

He went on to say that electricity should be considered an 
“essential service” and customers should be treated equally.

“Even in Nunavut, other essential services are priced in 
this manner,” he wrote, referencing the standardized price 
for heating fuel and gasoline.

“This proposal is not about larger community rate in-
creasing to subsidize smaller community rates whatsoever.”

But Merritt suggested it is better for electricity rates to 
reflect the true costs in each community.

He compared it to the different price of milk in different 
places. He said it wouldn’t be fair if the price of mils in 
Rankin Inlet went up to meet in the middle with the price 
of milk in a more remote community like Naujaat.

“I think we have to pass this on to our MLAs that this 
is not acceptable and even meet with our MLAs about it 
that if this goes through, maybe they’re not our MLAs 
anymore,” said Merritt. “That’s how strong I feel about it.”

Council passed his motion to write a letter to the town’s 
MLAs restating the hamlet’s opposition to QEC’s proposal.

Rankin Inlet’s council continues to oppose a plan by 
Qulliq Energy Corporation to standardize electricity 
rates across the territory. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Council 
rejects rate 
normalization

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᓯᕘᕋᔪᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᐊᖑᑦ
ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ 22−ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ, ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ, 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᒥ ᑐᐃᖓᒍᑦ ᐊᐱᕆᔪᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ.

“ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᕐᒪ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥᐅᑕᓪᓚᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓕᓴᐱ ᐳᓚᕋᕆᐊᖅᑐᕐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᔪᓚᐃ 1970−ᒥ ᐳᕆᓐᔅ ᕕᓕᑉᓗ, 
ᐳᕆᓐᔅ ᓵᓕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐳᕆᓐᓴᔅ ᐋᓐ. ᐱᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᒻᔪᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᑦ ᐳᕆᓐᔅ 
ᕕᓕᑉ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ Boy Scout 
jamboree−ᒥ, ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑯᐃᓐᓗ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑐᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᒋᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑯᐃᓐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

“ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᖕᒪᑕ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᖔᑦ, 
ᒪᒃᑯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, 22−ᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕘᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᓇᓗᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ… 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓇᖓ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓇᖓ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 

ᑯᐃᓐᑎᑐᑦ,” ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ.
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᖏᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᔪᒥ 

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ.

“ᑲᒪᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔭᐅᒐᑦᑕ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᙱᓚᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᙱᑉᐳᑎᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ. “ᓲᕐᓗ, ᑯᐃᓐ ᐹᕈᕕᐅᒃ, 
ᐊᒡᒐᐃᑦ ᐃᓴᒃᑕᐃᓕᓗᒍ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓗᑎᑦ. 
ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓴᖔᕈᓂ 
ᐊᒡᒐᒥᓂᒃ, ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ ᑕᓯᐅᖃᑦᑖᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᕙᐃᑦ.”

ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᑦ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔪᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᑭᓕᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖓᑕ 
ᐅᖓᓯᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᑦ, Eskimo 
Point (ᒫᓐᓇ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ) ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᐸᒍᔾᔭᐅᖅᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ, ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑐᓵᔨᓪᓚᕆᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

“ᓯᕘᕋᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ,” 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ. “ᓇᓗᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᑕᒪᓐᓇ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᕋ? ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᑯᑐᐊᕋᒃᑯ 
ᑯᐃᓐ, ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᑎᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᐹᖓ. ᕿᓚᒥᑯᓗᒃ 

ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᐹᖓ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᖕᓂᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᔅᓯᐅᖕᒪᖔᕐᒪ. 
ᐅᖃᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᐸᕋ 22−ᖑᓂᕋᖅᖢᖓ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ‘ᐊᓱ, ᐃᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖓ 21−
ᖑᔪᒥ.’ ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕈᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖑᔪᓂ ᑭᒃᑰᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᖓ 
ᑕᐅᕗᙵᐊᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ.”

ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓗᐊᕐᓇᓂ, ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᐱᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᖃᓄᖅ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐃᓅᕙᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ.

ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ, ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑑᑉ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖓ 
ᐱᔭᕇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑯᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ 
ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᖃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑐᓴᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑯᐃᓐ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔫᔮᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓅᔅᓲᔭᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᒫᑦᑕᒃᖢᓂ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ.

That nervous young man
Tom Sammurtok reminisces about interpreting 
for the Queen

Tom Sammurtok was 22 and working in Churchill, Man., when 
he got a tap on the shoulder with a big question.

“The government asked me if I would be willing to interpret for 
the Queen,” said Sammurtok, originally from Chesterfield Inlet.

Queen Elizabeth was set to visit the community July 1970 
with Prince Philip, Prince Charles and Princess Anne. One of the 
reasons for visiting Churchill was for Prince Philip to take part 
in the Boy Scout jamboree, Sammurtok recalled.

The Royal Family were set to bring in a couple from each 
Kivalliq community to meet the Queen and Sammurtok was 
pegged as the interpreter for them.

“When they asked me if I could interpret, I was young, I was 
only 22 and I was nervous, I wasn’t sure… never having in-
terpreted or even had interaction with someone as high as the 
Queen,” he remembers.

But he accepted and was soon given a crash course on how to 
properly interact with royalty.

“It was interesting that we were told you can do this or you can 
do this but you cannot do this or cannot do that,” said Sammurtok. 

“For example, when the Queen meets you, don’t extend your 
hand to shake her hand first. You have to wait until she extends 
her hand, then you can shake her hand.”

The couples representing the Kivalliq communities were lined 
up by their community’s distance to Churchill, with Eskimo Point 
(now Arviat) first.

Sammurtok was introduced to the Queen first, with the expla-
nation that he was her official interpreter.

“I was very, very nervous,” he remembered. “I wasn’t sure, 
can I pull this off? But as soon as I met the Queen, she made me 
feel so at ease. We had a very brief conversation. She asked me 
what do I do and how old am I. I told her I am 22, and she said, 
‘Oh I have a son who’s 21.’ After that it became easy enough 
for me to get the job done introducing the Inuit couples to her as 
she went down the line.”

Sammurtok would give the Queen the couples’ names, but not 
much more information, in order to leave some room for her 
to ask questions about where they were from, how they got to 
Churchill, what they do and how they live at home.

After that, Sammurtok’s job was done and he was able to enjoy 
the rest of the Royal visit.

Upon hearing of the Queen’s passing, Sammurtok said he felt 
touched by her longevity and sadness for her loss, but he was 
honoured and privileged to have interpreted for her.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Northern News Services

Tom Sammurtok is pictured here as a nervous young man interpreting for Queen 
Elizabeth II in Churchill, Man., in 1970. He said the Queen quelled his nerves and 
put him right at ease. Photo courtesy of Tom Sammurtok

Tom Sammurtok says he felt privileged 
for his role interpreting for the Queen 
and it was sad when he heard she 
died on Sept. 8. Photo courtesy of Tom 
Sammurtok

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕘᕋᓪᓗᓂ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᖑᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓕᓴᐱ II−ᒧᑦ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ, ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ, 1970−ᒥ. ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑯᐃᓐ ᓯᕘᕋᔪᓐᓃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᑎᑲᐅᑎᒋᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ.

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᒫᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓴᕋᒥ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 8−ᒥ.
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ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᖅ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᔨ ᐅᐱᐅᖅᑲᕗᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖓᓂ

ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓂᐅᕐᕈᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᑕᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ, ᐳᓛᕐᕕᒃ ᑲᑉᓚ 
ᐃᓚᓐᓇᕇᖕᓂᐅᑉ ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᕝᕕᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᔨᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ.

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᑖᒃᑯᓇᙵᑦ ᒨᓇ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ−ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᔨ 
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ.

“ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓱᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ, ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐋᓪᐴᑕᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ. 
“ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ.”

ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓯᖅᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖑᔪᒥ.

“ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᓐᓂ, ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ. 
“ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ, ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.”

ᖁᕕᐊᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑯᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓚᒌᓂᑦ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ ᒪᒥᐊᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᒃᓯᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᐅᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑐᖁᕋᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑕᐅᕗᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ. “ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓲᖑᙱᓚᑦ. ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᕿᒃᓵᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ.”

ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖓᓂ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ, ᓇᓂᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᑭᓯᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ 
ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

“ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ, ‘ᑭᓱᒥ 
ᐱᐅᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸ?’” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ. “ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ – ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᕙᓪᓕᐊᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ.”

ᑭᒃᑯᓕᒫᑦ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᖃᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᓂᕆᔭᖓᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓇᖕᒥᓂᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᐊᐅᑐᑦ ᐃᓚᒋᐊᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᐱᐅᖅᑲᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓ ᒪᒥᓴᖅᑐᓄᑦ.

ᒨᓇ ᐊᐅᑐᑦ, ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᔨ 
ᐳᓛᕐᕕᒃ ᑲᑉᓚ ᐃᓚᓪᓇᕇᖕᓂᐅᑉ 
ᒥᒃᓵᓄᑦ ᑲᑎᕝᕕᖓᓂ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ, 
ᐅᕙᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᒃᓯᕋᕐᔪᐊᕌᐱᐅᑉ 
ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᐅᔭᐅᔪᒥ. ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᓱᐃᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒃᓱᕈᕐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

Mona Autut, community counsellor 
for Pulaarvik Kablu Friendship 
Centre in Baker Lake, is seen here 
during the Pope’s tour of Canada 
this summer. She was part of a 
team on hand to support anyone in 
need of help during the emotional 
event. Photo courtesy of Mona 
Autut

Support on hand during Pope’s visit
Baker Lake counsellor proud of people’s healing journey

With potential for the Pope’s visit and tour of 
Canada to open old wounds, Pulaarvik Kablu 
Friendship Centre had community counsellors 
on hand and in-person during the recent trip to 
provide support.

One of those was Mona Autut, a counsellor 
in Baker Lake.

“We had to be prepared to support anyone who 
would possibly break down from the residential 

school experiences,” said Autut, who travelled 
along with the Pope’s tour from Alberta to Iqaluit 
this summer. “We had to be on standby.”

She said there were some people who needed 
support, but most of all she saw a healing journey 
first hand.

“For my own experience, it was touching,” 
said Autut. “For some people, it was a healing 
journey.”

She was glad to see families begin to move on 
after the Pope’s apology for the church’s role in 
residential schools, as well as his admission of 
genocide.

“Everybody’s different,” said Autut. “Some 

people didn’t really move on. Everybody grieves 
differently.”

Back home in Baker Lake, she found perception 
of the Pope’s visit to be mixed.

“Some people were happy and some people 
were, ‘What good is it going to do?’” said Autut. 
“Some people were saying this is the start – we 
have to start our healing journey somewhere.”

Everybody goes on that healing journey at their 
own pace and under their own circumstances, she 
said. Autut added that she was proud of those 
who were healing.

“I was very fortunate to be part of this historical 
event,” she said.

Northern News Services

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
Baker Lake

Into the air
Family sends off 
balloons and 
lanterns in memory 
of lost son

Brandon Suluk Kirkwa passed away Sept. 18, 2021.
His co-workers remember him as a funny young 

man and a hard worker.
Those at the school remember him as an honor-

ary graduate, as he would have graduated this past 
school year.

He was the first born to Eva Kirkwa and the oldest 
sibling. He took very good care of his three brothers 
and one sister.

“He cared so deeply for our family,” said Eva.
Family and friends let balloons go on the anniver-

sary of his passing in Rankin Inlet Sunday, Sept. 18, 
followed by setting lanterns into the night later on.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Family and friends prepare to let off their balloons. From 
left, Isaiah Kirkwa, Lyndon Irkootee, Leland Kirkwa, 
Kaeden Kunderman, Kaya Niakrok, Theresa Niakrok, 
Bernice Niakrok, Eva Kirkwa, Shirley Kirkwa, Becky Jones 
and Kyra Kirkwa. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Brandon Suluk Kirkwa 
would have graduated 
this past school year. 
Photo courtesy of Eva 
Kirkwa

Troy Makpah looks 
into his lantern. 
Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

Bernice Niakrok sends off her lantern. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖃᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓴᒃᑯ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ

Students are already busy in the new school 
year at Sakku School in Coral Harbour, where 
the school prides itself on keeping youth engaged 
and learning new skills, while providing a host 
of after-school activities.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖃᐅᔪᐊᓕᕇᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᖓᓂ ᓴᒃᑯ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᓴᓪᓕᓂᑦ, ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᒃ 
ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᖢᑎᒃ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᑖᓂ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ, 
ᑐᓂᓯᐅᔮᕐᔪᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑳᖓᑕ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Coral Harbour

Teachers and high school students gather for after-school 
pool – and it’s stiff competition for pizza and pop. Photo 
courtesy of Sakku School

ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔩᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖁᑦᑎᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᑲᑎᑉᐳᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕌᓂᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ – ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᑭᑦᑐᕋᐅᑎᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐲᑦᓴᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒪᒐᕐᒧᑦ.

Rodney Nakoolak models 
a new pair of windpants 
he made in the career and 
technology studies program. 
Photo courtesy of Sakku 
School

ᕌᑦᓂ ᓇᑯᓛᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᑖᓂ ᓯᓚᐹᓂ ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᑕᒥᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᔪᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᑖᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ.

Grade 8 students Kenneth 
Jr. Ningeongan, Kidlapik 
Nakoolak, Tanner Nakoolak, 
Mercy Paniyuk and Danielle 
Owpaluk pause for a photo with 
one of their projects. Photo 
courtesy of Sakku School

ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᓕᖕᓂ 8−ᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᑲᓇᑦ ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅ 
ᓂᖏᐅᖓᓐ, ᑭᓪᓛᐱᒃ ᓇᑯᓛᖅ, 
ᑖᓄᕐ ᓇᑯᓛᖅ, ᒨᓯ ᐸᓂᔪᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᓂᐅᓪ ᐊᐅᐸᓗᒃ ᓄᖅᑲᓚᐅᑲᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅ)ᓯ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᒥᓂᑦ.

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᕙᓗᓯᕗᑦ ᐊᒥᐊᒐᒃᓴᒥ ᐆᒃᑐᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒥᐊᕆᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ.

Students gather around a canvas to practise 
their painting skills. Photo courtesy of Sakku 
School

ᐅᒃᑯᓯᒃᓴᒥ ᓴᓇᙳᐊᕐᓂᖅ 
ᐱᔭᕇᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ ᓴᓇᙳᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

Soapstone carvings completed by the 
school’s carving club. Photo courtesy 
of Sakku School

ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓂᕕᙵᑕᓂ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑏᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ.

A selection of wall hangings that 
students created. Photo courtesy of Sakku School

Busy with learning Busy with learning 
at Sakku Schoolat Sakku School
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Joshua Curley sent us this image of planting at their cabin in 
Arviat, Sept. 2.

Hilda Panigoniak sent us this picture from 
Arviat. Her nine-year-old daughter Jaida 

Suwaksiork Panigoniak harpooned her first 
beluga near Arviat Nunavut on Sept. 14.

LI Sammurtok sent us this image from 
Rankin Inlet. Photo taken by Torah 
Sammurtok near Rankin Inlet of a tulu-
gaq.

Bernadette Kanayok sent us this story from Rankin Inlet. She said the cloud 
formation looks like a face. Do you see it?

Sky, land and water
Kivalliqmiut are getting out on 

the land as the summer turns into 
fall. They’re also taking photos 
of some of the fascinating things 
they see. Here’s a sample.

AJ Wiebe sent us this photo from Rankin Inlet. This 
was near Rankin Inlet, a fox eating a piece of tuktu 
that they gave while they were cutting the tuktu.
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wu6ymlt5 kNyst5bsoQ5.  
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