
Volume 77 Issue 20 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2022  $.95 (plus GST)

NewsNews

NewsNews

NewsNews

Publication mail Contract #40012157

7 71605 00200 2

ᓴᐲᓇ ᑲᔪᓯᕗᖅ Goose ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᓇᑉᐸᖅᑎᕆᓂᕐᒥ

Sabina moves ahead with 
Goose Mine construction

ᒎᓗᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ 2025−ᒥ

Gold production expected by 2025

Baker Lake hosts community festivalBaker Lake hosts community festival

ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓯᓂᕐᒥ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᕋᔭᖕᓂᐅᔪᓂ

Iqaluit looks to 
reduce youth 
crime

ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ

Jordin Tootoo headlines 
wellness event

Geese deaths probed in 
Cambridge Bay

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ

ᑲᖑᕐᓂ ᑐᖁᕋᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑑᑦᑎᐊᕐᒥ

Exploring ways to keep 
everyone fed
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Some Indigenous leaders 
concerned about reconciliation 
with new monarch

Piita Irniq advocates Inuuqatigiittiarniq — 
‘living in peace and harmony’

Some Indigenous leaders and communi-
ty members say they’re concerned about 
making progress on reconciliation with 
King Charles III.

Inuit leader Piita Irniq was taken from 
his family as a child and forced to live at 
Turquetil Hall and attend Sir Joseph Ber-
nier Day School in Chesterfield Inlet, Nvt.

He said the Royal Family should apolo-
gize for residential schools and the loss of 
language, traditional beliefs and parenting 
skills.

Irniq said he looks to the future and es-
tablishing a better relationship between 
Inuit and the royals to move toward Inuuqa-
tigiittiarniq, an Inuktitut term that means 
“living in peace and harmony.”

In May, Charles and his wife, Camilla, 
visited Yellowknife and Dettah on the final 
leg of their Canadian tour for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. Their visit focused on 
reconciliation and climate change.

During the visit, the Assembly of First 
Nations and the Métis National Council 
requested an apology from the monarchy. 
In a speech before departing Yellowknife, 
Charles said it had been moving to meet 
residential school survivors and acknowl-
edged their pain and suffering, but did not 
apologize.

Some First Nations leaders in British 
Columbia have urged the King to make 
his first official act a renunciation of the 
Doctrine of Discovery, which are edicts or 
papal bulls used to justify the colonization 
of the Americas.

Some Indigenous academics have said 
the doctrine underlies all the policies that 
came after it.

“The Doctrine of Discovery dehumanized 
non-Europeans while empires waged war 
and stole lands, resources and wealth that 
rightfully belonged to Indigenous peoples 
all over the world,” members from the BC 
Assembly of First Nations, First Nations 
Summit and Union of British Columbia 
Indian Chiefs said in a joint release.

“With a change in Canada’s head of state, 

it’s time for a change in the Crown’s ap-
proach to Indigenous sovereignty.”

Calls to rescind the doctrine reverberated 
across the country this past summer as 
Pope Francis visited Canada to apologize 
for the Roman Catholic Church’s role in 
residential schools. At the time, the Ca-
nadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
said they would work with the Vatican to 
address the requests.

Momentum lost?
Treaty 8 Grand Chief Arthur Noskey says 

the Queen’s death earlier this month wasn’t 
good timing, as First Nations were making 
progress in working with the Crown toward 
upholding treaty agreements.

“We were building up not only the mo-
mentum, but letting (the Queen) know that 
the Crown and the relationship understood 
by our people is not what’s being delivered 
by administrators,” Noskey said from his 
office in Edmonton.

Treaty-Crown relations have been a 
complex issue since the inception of the 
agreements. Some were signed under vul-
nerable circumstances, while others were 
implemented as peace treaties, and most 
weren’t negotiated accurately or in Indig-
enous languages.

“It hasn’t resonated to what our forefa-
thers’ expectations were. Even today, there 
are a lot of discrepancies,” said Noskey.

He warned the Crown’s honour is at stake 
if conversations with the new monarch 
aren’t carried on.

“I hope we don’t have to start from 
ground zero with King Charles.”

Canada’s high commissioner to the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Ralph Goodale, has said the 
King may be “a little more outgoing and a 
little less reserved” than his mother.

He said he expects the new monarch 
will want to continue to take an interest 
in issues that are important to Canada, 
including reconciliation with Indigenous 
communities.

Crystal Fraser, an assistant professor in 
the faculty of native studies at the Uni-
versity of Alberta, said the Queen’s death 
marks the end of an era but is also a time 

for reflection.
“The Queen was the representative of 

a colonial empire that really did a lot of 
harm internationally to colonial countries 
and especially to Indigenous nations here 
in Canada.”

Oppressive colonial policies have tainted 
Canada’s history for centuries, more re-
cently with the residential school system, 
the ’60s Scoop, forced sterilization of In-
digenous women and forced relocation of 
Inuit in the North, all of which occurred 
during the Queen’s reign.

“These decisions were made in part 
through Christian churches, through the 
Canadian government, through policing 
bodies like the RCMP. But at the end of 
the day … all of this is done in the spirit 
of the British Empire,” said Fraser.

Like many other Indigenous community 
members, Fraser said her expectations are 
low when it comes to significant changes 
from the monarchy regarding reconcil-
iation.

“At the end of the day, it is still a Brit-
ish monarchy that colonized a lot of the 
world and continues to profit from that,” 
she said.

The King is in a position to acknowl-
edge the “historic crimes committed by 
his predecessors and set the stage for a 
new relationship with Indigenous Peoples 
around the globe,” First Nations leaders 
in B.C. said.

National Chief RoseAnne Archibald of 
the Assembly of First Nations said her next 
step in Crown relations is to see a Royal 
Proclamation of Reconciliation issued by 
the Crown, part of a call to action from 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

“As many mourn the passing of QE2, 
let’s remember that grief and accountability 
can exist in the same space, simultaneous-
ly,” Archibald wrote in a Sept. 11 tweet.

-By Angela Amato, The Canadian Press, 
with files from Emily Blake in Yellowknife 
and Brittany Hobson in Winnipeg.

This story was produced with the finan-
cial assistance of the Meta and Canadian 
Press News Fellowship.

Prince Charles, right, and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, second from right, look at a display of traditional hunting tools and 
clothing after arriving in Yellowknife during part of the Royal Tour of Canada, Thursday, May 19, 2022. Some Indigenous 
leaders and community members say they’re concerned about making progress on reconciliation with King Charles III. The 
Canadian Press/Paul Chiasson
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Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 
979-5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Northern News Services

ᖁᕐᕕᓕᕆᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᑯᕕᔪᖃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ

ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᖅ
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐱᔨᑦᓯᕋᖅᑎᒃᑯᓪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᔪᐃᕗᑦ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓂᒃ ᖁᕐᕕᖕᓂᒃ 
ᑯᕕᔪᖃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᕗᖕᒥ ᖁᕐᕕᓕᕆᕕᖕᒥ ᐊᑭᐊᓂ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ.

ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᖁᕐᕕᖕᓂᑦ ᑯᕕᔭᐅᓂᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᓘᖕᒪᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂᓗ, ᐱᑐᖃᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓂᒃ 
ᐱᑕᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᑦᓯᐊᕐᒪᑕ.

ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᓂᖅᓵᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᔪᓪᓗ ᖁᕐᕕᒃᓱᖕᓂᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐱᕈᖅᑐᖅᑕᖃᖅᖢᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂᓗ.

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔨᑦᓯᕋᖅᑎᒃᑯᓪᓗ 
ᖃᐅᔨᑎᑦᓯᓯᒪᓕᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᕙᑎᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑯᕕᔪᖃᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂᒡᓗ.

ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᑎᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑖᕙᓃᑦᑕᐃᓕᖁᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓯᒡᔭᒦᑦᑕᐃᓕᖁᔨᑉᓗᑎᒡᓗ. 
ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖏᓕᖅᐸᑦ ᑖᕙᓂ.

ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓵᒃᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓵᒃᓯᒪᓂᖅ ᐅᓪᓗᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓕᖅᐸᑦ, 

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᕗᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᓂᒃ 
ᓄᖅᑲᖓᓚᐅᐱᓪᓚᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᓅᓯᕐᒥᒃ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑎᖃᕐᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᖏᑦᓯᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ. ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖅ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᖕᒪᑦ ᑕᒪᐃᓐᓄᑦ ᑎᒥᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
ᑎᒥᕗᓪᓗ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᖁᓪᓗᒍ.

ᐃᖕᒥᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᒋᑦᓯᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᖅ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑲᐅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕈᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ. ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ 
ᐃᓚᑎᑦ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᑎᓪᓗ, ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖃᑎᒋᒋᐊᖃᖅᐸᑎᑦ ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᖅᓯᒪᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ, ᐃᓕᖁᓯᑐᖃᓂᒡᓗ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓲᕐᓗ ᒥᖅᓱᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ, ᐊᖑᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ, ᓂᕆᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ 
ᓂᕿᓂᒃ, ᐊᐱᕆᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᕕᑦ ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ.

ᑭᓯᕐᒥᐅᖏᑉᐳᑎᑦ ᐃᓄᑑᖏᑉᐳᑎᑦ. ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᖃᕈᕕᑦ ᐃᒡᕕᑦ 
ᐊᓯᑎᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᐸᑕ. ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑎᑦ. 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᕕᑦ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᐃᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒃᐸᑦ, 
ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᕐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᖕᓄᓪᓗ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑎᔨᓄᓪᓗ, 
ᐃᓅᓯᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᓄᓪᓗ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᑦᓯ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓗᓯ. ᐊᑭᖃᖏᑉᐳᖅ, ᑐᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖏᑉᐳᓯᓗ 
ᓂᐊᖁᓕᕆᔨᓄᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᑦᓯ ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᓄᓪᓗ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ.

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᑎᖃᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ, 
ᓄᓇᓖᑦ ᐊᕕᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑕᐅᖏᑦᑐᓪᓗ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᔪᓪᓗ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ. ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑦᑐᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ 
ᒪᒥᓴᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᓯᓗ. ᐃᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᑦᓯ 
ᐊᓯᑎᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᐸᑕ ᐊᒃᓱᕈᖅᑎᓪᓗᓯ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑎᒃᓴᖃᕐᒪᑦ ᑕᖅᑳᓂ.

ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓄᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᕆᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ −19-ᒥᒃ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒍᑎᒃᓴᖅᑕᖃᓕᖅᐳᖅ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, 

ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ, 
ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒧᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᑦ, Moderna’s Spikevax Biva-
lent mRNA Covid-19 ᑲᐴᑦ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᕐᒪᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒍᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᖢᓂ.

ᐊᒥᒐᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᑲᐴᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᓄᑦ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒥᐅᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᑦ 70-ᓂᒃ ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓗ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᑦ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᖃᕐᕕᖕᓂ, 
ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂᓗ ᐊᑯᓂ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ -19 ᑲᐴᑎᒧᑦ 
ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᒃᐸᑕ ᑕᖅᑭᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ. 
ᐊᒥᓱᖑᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᑲᐴᑦ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒃ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒧᑦ.
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Territorial premiers meet to discuss 
sovereignty and security
Leaders seek investments 
in sustainable energy 
sources, reliable 
transportation and 
telecommunications

Canada’s territorial premiers met in Nuuk, Greenland, for the 
Arctic Circle Forum in late August.

Premier P.J. Akeeagok, along with NWT Premier Caroline Co-
chrane and Yukon Premier Sandy Silver, produced a joint statement 
highlighting their common vision for the future of the Arctic.

The three elected officials came to the conclusion that “Arctic 
sovereignty and security are enhanced by strengthening the re-
siliency of our people and our communities.”

Although Canada is known “for its affordability, access to 
education and health, political stability, individual freedom and 
environmental protection” according to the National Bank of 
Canada, it’s often not a reality that Northern cities and commu-
nities get to experience.

Water and housing crises along with food insecurity are still 
common challenges for Northerners.

“The resources aren’t there as much as they should be, espe-
cially for food stability” said Pierre Wolfe, a hunter and resident 
of Iqaluit.

The premiers’ joint statement said needed infrastructure im-
provements in the North would offer multiple benefits.

“Investments in critical infrastructure to ensure sustainable 
energy sources, reliable transportation and telecommunications 
can serve a dual purpose of fulfilling defence and community 
needs,” they stated.

They also discussed which public services would be more 

Yukon Premier Sandy Silver, left, speaks during a panel at the Arctic Circle Greenland Forum held in Nuuk, Greenland, from 
Aug. 27 to Aug. 29. Silver’s counterparts, Nunavut Premier P.J. Akeeagok and NWT Premier Caroline Cochrane listen. Photo 
courtesy of Arctic Circle/Twitter

Félix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

beneficial for Northerners.
“Investments that promote better health care, education and 

economic opportunities (along with access to) adequate housing 
is linked to all aspects of wellbeing and to the resiliency of our 
communities,” they jointly agreed.

Inuksuk High School student Cassiar Cousins identified chal-
lenges at the local level that are posing barriers.

“I feel there are lots of opportunities for students in town, just 
not enough motivation,” he said.

 “I feel the lack of mentorship and home problems are the main 
reasons why the youth programs aren’t being used.”

On the subject of Northern resources, the territorial leaders’ 

joint statement centres around minerals. 
The Northern regions are under increasing worldwide attention 

for mining exploration because of their high quantities of fossil 
fuels but also minerals such as coal, iron ore, zinc, lead, nickel, 
precious metals, diamonds and gemstones.

“We discussed how critical minerals from Northern Canada 
and the Arctic will play an important role in building a more 
sustainable future,” the premiers stated.

The politicians concluded their meeting on a positive note for 
the future.

“We have much to learn from our global partners and allies, and 
we look forward to more opportunities for dialogue,” they said.
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Sabina Gold and Silver decides 
to construct Goose Mine
Back River property expected to start producing gold in 2025

Sabina Gold and Silver Corp. announced a 
formal construction decision on Sept. 7 for its 
Goose Mine at the Company’s ‘Back River Gold 
District’ in Nunavut.

Pre-development activities have been complet-
ed, with Sabina now ready for full construction 
to commence in 2023, 400 km south of Cam-
bridge Bay.

“The Goose Mine is the company’s first mine 
on the 80-km long Back River gold district — a 
multi-generational mining district already with 
a high-grade, world-class gold endowment,” 
Sabina stated. “All major equipment and mate-
rials required for construction have been either 
procured, marshalled at our east and west trans-
portation hubs, have been delivered or are in 
transit to the port facility in Bathurst Inlet, Nun-
avut,” according to the company. “In addition, 
the underground ramp has been progressed to our 
first ore access sub-level and will be sufficiently 
completed to enable underground drilling of 
the V2 zone in the fourth quarter of this year.”

“This is a milestone decision for the company,” 
said Bruce McLeod, Sabina’s president and CEO. 
“We are excited to formally commit to becoming 
a significant Canadian gold producer.

”In the meantime, we have been steadily ad-

vancing the project to be in a position to com-
mence full construction in early 2023 with first 
production expected in Q1 (quarter one), 2025. 
Our recruitment efforts continue to be success-
ful with considerable additions to the roster… 
including many key positions.”

The workforce has grown from 30 personnel 
in March to 142 to date.

After Sabina arranged more than $800 million 
in a “project financing package” earlier this year, 
engineering and civil work has been completed 
at both the Goose site and the port facility.

Of the estimated $610 million needed to build 
the project, “approximately $218 million was 
identified as direct equipment and materials 
purchases. Sabina has procured, or has committed 
agreements to procure, just over 75 per cent of 
these identified purchases,” the company stated.

The company acknowledged inflationary pres-
sure of 14 per cent since March 2021, on average, 
and 20 per cent escalation on purchases made 
in 2022 alone.

“The company continues to monitor, with a 
strategy of pre-planning and accelerating pro-
curement efforts to reduce exposure to inflation-
ary impacts. Efforts now focus on securing the 
remaining 25 per cent of materials required,” 
Sabina stated.

The company’s updated feasibility study for 
Back River from March 2021 shows 1.4 million 

ounces of gold in the proven category, 2.16 mil-
lion ounces of gold in the probable category, 6.3 
million ounces in the measured and indicated 
section and another 2.85 million ounces of in-
ferred gold, which has lesser confidence.

That’s based on 575,000 metres of drilling. 
Sabina continues to explore in the area.

From 2014 until the updated feasibility study 
was compiled, Sabina had spent $24.95 per ounce 
of gold in the exploration process.

Nunavut has three other gold mines, all owned 
by Agnico Eagle, two in the Kivalliq region and 
one in the Kitikmeot.

-with files from Derek Neary

A decline ramp is visible in this aerial photo of Sabina Gold and Silver’s Goose project, 400 
kilometres south of Cambridge Bay. The future gold mine, with a projected life of 15 years, 
will be a combination of open pit and underground. Photo courtesy of Sabina Gold and Silver

In her own words: 
Gov. Gen. Mary Simon on the Queen
Describes the late 
Elizabeth II as 
‘compassionate, dedicated, 
humble, engaged and wise’

After Buckingham Palace an-
nounced the news that Queen 
Elizabeth II had died on Thurs-
day, Gov. Gen. Mary Simon, 
who represents the monarch 
in Canada, issued an official 
statement:

“Today, my husband, Whit, 
and I join all Canadians in 
mourning the passing of our 
extraordinary sovereign, Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

“Her Majesty The Queen 
was, in equal measures, com-
passionate, dedicated, humble, 
engaged and wise. She be-
lieved in service to her peo-
ple above all, and inspired so 
many with her dedication to 
the Crown.

“For many of us, we have 
only ever known one Queen.

“When I was growing up, 
my grandmother revered The 
Queen, as did so many in the 
Arctic. She would tell us stories 

about Her Majesty, about her 
role and her commitment.

“Her Majesty’s warm wel-
come when we spent time 
with her earlier this year was 
a profound moment in our lives 
and a memory we will cherish 
forever.

“Her reign encompassed 
the mandates of 12 Canadian 
prime ministers and 13 gover-
nors general. On 22 occasions, 
she undertook official visits to 
Canada, where she professed 
her love for our country again 
and again. She was a steadfast 
presence during some of the 
most tumultuous times of our 
lives, and most recently gave 
comfort to so many during the 
pandemic.

“On behalf of all Canadians, 
I offer deepest condolences 
to the members of the Royal 
Family, who grieve the loss of 
a loving mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother.”

-By the Canadian Press 
“When I was growing up, my grandmother revered The Queen, as did so many in the Arctic,” says Governor General Mary 
Simon. The Canadian Press/Patrick Doyle

By Ethan Butterfield
Northern News Services

Northern News Services
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Congratulations to this week’s winner, Pitsiulala Akavak-Lyta! 
Congrats Pitsiulala!

ᓲᓵᓐ ᕿᔾᔪᓇᖅ 
ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐅᓇ ᔫᓂᒥ ᑐᒥᓃᒃ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕆᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ

LUKE WILMAN
Iqaluit, Nunavut
Sunrise outside of Iqaluit, summer camping in August of 2020.

ᒫᑯᓯ ᐊᓐᓂᕐᒥᐅᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 09, 2022. ᐅᓪᓛᖑᔪᒥ 5:25 ᐅᓪᓛᐸᓗᒃᑯᑦ, 
ᐅᔾᔨᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᖕᒥ “ᐃᓪᓗᒌᒃᑯᑎᖕᓂ ᐃᒡᒐᓂᑦ”, 
ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎᑐᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ. ᐅᓪᓗᓕᓚᐅᖅᑳᕋᓂ 
(ᓯᕿᓂᖅ ᓄᐃᓚᐅᖅᑳᕋᓂ).

MARKOSIE ANINGMIUQ
Iqaluit, Nunavut
Sept. 09, 2022. From this morning around 5:25 a.m., he noticed a look-like “snow goggles”, as if it was one of their ancestors in 
Iqaluit, NU. It was before the sunrise (with the sun still below the horizon).

WINNER: PITSIULALA 
AKAVAK-LYTA
Kimmirut, Nunavut
The evening of Aug. 28 in Kimmirut, Nunavut.

ROBERT GROVE
Nunavut
They had a lot of dinners from this Halibut that he caught in 
the Gulf of Alaska out of Valdez, 2 years ago.

ᕌᐳᑦ ᒍᕉᕝ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᓂᕿᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐆᒪᙵᑦ ᓇᑖᕐᓇᕐᒥ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ 
Gulf of Alaska−ᒥ Valdez−ᒥ, ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑦ ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᖄᖏᖅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ.

ᓲᓵᓐ ᕿᔾᔪᓇᖅ 
ᑰᒑᕐᔪᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐅᓇ ᔫᓂᒥ ᑐᒥᓃᒃ ᐃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕆᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

SUZANNE KREJUNARK
Kugaaruk, Nunavut
This was in June when Dominique Inutuinak went for her 
first camping trip.

KINDLY SPONSORED BY                INVESTMENT GROUP INC.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᑦ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ NCC Investment Group Inc., 
ᐳᓚᕋᕈᒃ www.nccig.ca ᐅᓪᓗᒥ.0

Nunavut News presents the Amazing On-the-Land contest, 
generously sponsored by NCC Investment Group Inc., visit 
www.nccig.ca today.

DILLON NULIAYUK
Taloyoak, Nunavut
Dillon was at the River Redfish lake with two brothers to go 
rodding and he took this picture on a clam day.

ᑎᓕᓐ ᓄᓕᐊᔪᒃ 
ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᑎᓕᓐ River Redfish ᑕᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᒡᓗ ᓄᑲᖏᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᑦᑕᕆᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

ᓘᒃ ᐅᐃᓪᒥᓐ 
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ, ᐊᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ 
ᑕᖕᒫᖅᑐᑦ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 2020−ᒥ.

ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᖅ: ᐱᑦᓯᐅᓛᓚ 
ᐋᑲᕙᒃ-ᓚᐃᑕ
ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐅᓐᓄᖓᓂ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 28−ᒥ ᑭᒻᒥᕈᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ



News North Nunavut Monday, September 19, 2022  A7www.NunavutNews.com kNKu W?9oxJ5

ᐸᐃᓱᓪ ᐊᒫᖅ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒃ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐃᒡᓗᓕᐅᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ, 
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᖃᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐊᐃᓲᑉ ᐊᑖᑕᖓᓂ.

BÁŚÍŁ ÁMMÃÅQ
Iglulik, Nunavut
Near Iglulik, while hunting with Báśíł’s dad.

JANET ISHALOOK
Arviat, Nunavut
Spring Egg Picking near Arviat. Janet’s son, Joabie, picked 
eggs. He ended up putting them in his hood because his 
hands were full.

ᔮᓂᑦ ᐄᓴᓗᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐅᐱᕐᙶᒥ ᐱᑭᐅᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ. ᔮᓂᑦ ᐃᕐᓂᖓ, ᔪᐊᐱ 
ᐱᑭᐅᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ᓇᓴᖓᓄᐊᓕᓚᐅᖅᐸᖏᑦ ᐊᒡᒐᖏᑦ ᑕᑕᓗᐊᓚᐅᕐᒪᑕ.

JILL ZIEGLER
Goose Lake, Nunavut
Northern lights on Sept. 2, 3:15 a.m. at the Sabina Gold and Silver Back River Project.

ᔨᐅᓪ ᓯᒡᓗᕐ 
Goose Lake, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐊᖅᓴᕐᓃᑦ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 2, 3:15 ᐅᓪᓛᒃᑯᑦ ᓴᐲᓇ 
ᒎᓗᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᑯᓪᓕᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᒃᑯᓯᒃᓴᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ.

ᕌᑉ ᖁᓪᓗᐊᓕᒃ 
ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᔪᐊᖅ, ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 08, 2022. ᓄᓱᒃᓯᓇᓱᒃᑐᑦ 
ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᖃᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᓄᓇᒧᑦ.

ROB KULLUALIK
Qikiqtarjuaq, Nunavut
Sept. 08, 2022. Trying to pull the tanker ship to the land.
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Black Press Media joins 46 media 
outlets to call for plan to protect 
journalists against hate, threats
Led by the Canadian Association of Journalists, police and the 
federal government need to do more to protect reporters

On Sept. 1, Black Press Media and 46 other jour-
nalism associations and media outlets signed a letter 
urging Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and 13 MPs, 
politicians and party leaders to develop plans to pro-
tect journalists against hate and threats to our safety.

Dear Prime Minister Trudeau,
We are writing in relation to the increasing and 

alarming online hate and harassment targeting jour-
nalists and journalism as a profession. This is a global 
problem, which threatens not only the safety and 
well-being of journalists, but the proper functioning 
of democracy itself. Many countries are now working 
on plans to fight back. We are calling on Canadian 
police and policymakers to do the same.

For the most part, these attacks are aimed at ra-
cialized and female journalists who are experiencing 
an increasing number of targeted, vile threats of 
violence. The trend is clear.

In a 2021 Ipsos survey of journalists, 72 per cent of 
respondents said they had experienced some form of 
online harassment. At the time, the CAJ co-signed a 
statement with many Canadian media organizations, 
affirming that “there can be no tolerance for hate 
and harassment of journalists or for incitement of 
attacks on journalists for doing their jobs.”

Yet the problem grows. The volume and nature 
of the rhetoric in the recent string of attacks has 
caused many journalists, as well as their respective 
organizations, to fear for their safety.

We are asking police forces to take several immedi-
ate steps to address the current incidents and to work 
with our organizations to combat abuse of journalists 
and all victims of online hate and harassment.

First, many of the threatening emails use similar 
language, the language commonly used by domestic 
extremist groups. Yet because forces require an in-
dividual complaints for each incident, and because 
each incident appears to be treated discretely, we 
are concerned that the connections among cases 
and the connections to extremist groups will be 
missed and that, therefore, this approach could fail 
to meet the threat.

Journalists who have stepped up to publicly sup-
port the complainants have themselves been targeted 
by abusive emails, suggesting the abuse cannot be 
treated simply as separate incidents, but instead 
warrants a comprehensive and cooperative approach 
across forces, regardless of geography.

Second, we ask that police forces review and 
improve their respective processes for making com-
plaints of hate speech and harassment. On several 
occasions, journalists from our organizations have 
experienced difficulty reporting incidents of harass-
ment to police, waiting hours on the phone and in 
some cases being treated insensitively or dismissive-
ly by officers. This not only discourages victims from 
complaining but adds to the already-considerable 
trauma they’re experiencing.

Third, we believe that greater transparency and 
dialogue are essential as we work towards our shared 
goal of keeping journalists – and all targets of hate 
– safe.

In particular, we ask that:
• a process be established whereby media organiza-

tions can provide police with summaries of multiple 
incidents and patterns of abuse that might not be 
apparent when police rely solely on the reports of 
individual complainants;

police provide regular updates to complainants on 
the progress of investigations and actions taken; and,

• to both help police and reduce the burden on 
complainants, media organizations be given a for-

mal role in filing complaints on behalf of or with 
journalists who have become targets of hate and 
harassment.

Beyond law enforcement, social media platforms, 
which are a major channel for the dissemination of 
hate and harassment, bear significant responsibility 
for fighting this scourge. There is much room for 
improvement, in terms of both urgency and effective-
ness, in how these companies respond to complaints 
of abuse on their platforms.

On this and other issues, policymakers, too, have 
a part to play. Hate and threats hurled at journalists 
have a chilling effect that is bad for democracy. That 
is among the reasons cited in a recent position paper, 
prepared for the Council of Europe, that calls on all 
member nations to pull together relevant government 
ministries, law enforcement agencies, social media 
companies and civil society, including journalists, 
to develop national plans to protect journalists and 
thus democracy. Several countries are well advanced 
in this effort.

We call on the federal government to do the same 
for Canada.

It is increasingly evident that online abuse is a 
growing problem for people in our industry and be-
yond. We have seen up close the terrible toll that 
such threats and hate can take. This is a profound 
and spreading social harm that we cannot afford to 
ignore and that we must find ways to counter. We all 
have a stake in this fight.

We the undersigned,
APTN National News
Black Press Media
Canada’s National Observer
Canadaland
Canadian Association of Black Journalists, The 

(CABJ)
Canadian Association of Broadcasters, The (CAB)
Canadian Association of Journalists, The (CAJ)
Canadian Journalism Forum on Violence and 

Trauma
Canadian Journalism Foundation, The (CJF)
Canadian Press, The
CBC/Radio-Canada
CityNews
Coalition For Women In Journalism, The (CFWIJ)
CWA Canada – The Media Union
Discourse Community Publishing
Fédération professionnelle des journalistes du 

Québec, La (FPJQ)
Glacier Media Group
Global News
Globe and Mail, The
Green Line, The
Hill Times, The

Journalists for Human Rights (JHR)
J-Schools Canada
La Presse
Logic, The
Media Girlfriends
Metroland Media Group
Narwhal, The
National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Can-

ada (NEPMCC)
Native American Journalists Association, The 

(NAJA)
New Canadian Media
News Media Canada
OMNI News
Overstory Media Group
PEN Canada
Postmedia
Press Forward
Press Progress
Quebecor
Radio Television Digital News Association 

(RTDNA)
Ricochet
Soleil, Le; et les Coops de l’information
Toronto Star
TVO
Tyee, The
Unifor
Village Media
Walrus, The
West End Phoenix, The
Winnipeg Free Press, The
World Press Freedom Canada
CC:
The Honourable Marco Mendicino, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable Marci Ien, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable David Lametti, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable Seamus O’Regan, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable Pablo Rodriguez, P.C., M.P.
Mr. Yves-François Blanchet, leader of the Bloc 

Québécois
Amita Kuttner, Interim leader, Green Party of 

Canada
Mr. Jagmeet Singh, leader of the New Democratic 

Party of Canada
Mr. Scott Aitchison, M.P., federal leadership can-

didate, Conservative Party of Canada
Mr. Roman Baber, federal leadership candidate, 

Conservative Party of Canada
Mr. Jean Charest, P.C., federal leadership candi-

date, Conservative Party of Canada
Dr. Leslyn Lewis, M.P., federal leadership candi-

date, Conservative Party of Canada
Mr. Pierre Poilievre, P.C., M.P., federal leadership 

candidate, Conservative Party of Canada

Black Press Media has joined 46 other journalism associations and media outlets to call for more 
action against hate and threats that target journalists and their safety. (CAJ creative)

Northern News Services
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Bracing for a possible winter 
wave of Covid
Department of Health reminds of the importance of vaccines

Nunavummiut are being encouraged to 
prepare for a potential increase in Covid-19 
cases with the onset of winter.

”Evidence suggests that Canada will 
see a new wave of Covid-19 infections 
as the days get colder and people spend 
more time indoors, making it easier for the 
virus to spread,” reads the Government of 
Nunavut’s news release.

Nunavummiut are asked to continue con-
sidering the vaccine as a way to “ensure a 
safe and healthy winter.”

The Department of Health recommends 
everyone who is eligible — and is not 
up-to-date on their Covid-19 vaccines 
— get their vaccinations, to decrease the 
risk of severe infection, hospitalization 

and even death.
“Vaccines are available in all commu-

nities,” reads the release. “Currently, all 
Nunavummiut six months and older are 
eligible to receive the Covid-19 vaccine. 
To learn more about vaccine eligibility, see 
the eligibility infographic. For additional 
information visit https://www.gov.nu.ca/
health/information/covid-19-vaccination.”

As the virus continues to make its way 
through the community, Nunavut Premier 
P.J. Akeeagok has started self-isolating 
after testing positive. In a statement he 
writes:

“I have tested positive for Covid-19 today 
(Sept. 2) while in Naujaat for our Cabinet 
retreat. I was feeling mild cold symptoms 
and immediately acquired a test. I will be 
isolating until I am cleared for travel back 
to Iqaluit.”

All ministers and staff who were attend-
ing the retreat have taken rapid tests.

“At this point no one else has tested pos-
itive or is symptomatic. However, due to 
precautions, we are all isolating in our 
hotel rooms.”

Akeeagok did note that in the 24 hours 
since testing positive, he visited with 
Tuugaalik High School and community 
members.

”If anyone that I was in contact with 
during this time starts to experience symp-
toms or tests positive for Covid-19, please 
isolate immediately,” he stated. “As I am 
fully vaccinated, I am only experiencing 
mild symptoms. I want to remind Nun-
avummiut that the vaccine and boosters are 
our best line of defense against Covid-19. It 
is an important step in keeping our families 
and communities safe.”

Premier P.J. Akeeagok noted lots has changed since early 
2020 and we now know a lot more about Covid-19  NNSL 
file photo

Don’t put away your mild-weather clothing 
just yet the Weather Network says there are still 
some warm days ahead.

The network says in its fall forecast that much 
of Canada can expect warmer-than-normal condi-
tions throughout September before temperatures 
start to drop in October.

It says the amount of precipitation will vary 
across the country, though most parts will see 
fewer storms than usual.

In Northern Canada, warmer-than-normal 
temperatures and above-normal precipitation 
is predicted for eastern Nunavut, while western 
Nunavut, as well as most of Yukon and the North-
west Territories are expected to see near-normal 
temperatures and near-normal precipitation this 
fall, the network said.

The network says November is expected to 
bring periods of more typical weather.

Chris Scott, chief meteorologist at the Weather 
Network, says much of Canada will be easing 
gradually into cooler weather.

“You actually have a few warm days still to 
look forward to,” Scott said in an interview. “We 
don’t have a plunge into winter anytime soon 
across the country.”

Scott says western Yukon is the only the part 
of the country that’s expected to be a little bit 
chillier than normal over the coming weeks.

In Atlantic Canada, residents can expect warm-
er-than-normal temperatures. Scott said there is 
a possibility of hurricanes in the second half of 
the fall season in some parts.

“It doesn’t mean we are going to get hit with 
a hurricane, it just means that this season has 
a slightly higher chance than normal of seeing 

something that could be a more serious storm,” 
he said.

Quebec is also expected to get warmer tem-
peratures, but the amount of precipitation may 
vary, with southern, eastern and northern parts 
predicted to receive above-normal rainfall, and 
the west and central regions expected to get 
below-normal amounts.

In Ontario, the Weather Network is predicting 
above-normal temperatures, with more typical 
late-fall weather expected to arrive in Novem-
ber. Precipitation will be below normal across 
northern Ontario and many areas in the south, 
including Toronto.

“We have got some up and down weather to 
come, but when it goes up, it is going to get 
really warm,” Scott said.

The Prairies, which experienced a lot of heat 
in the second half of the summer, are expected 

to see above-normal temperatures for much of 
September and normal temperatures for October 
and November.

In British Columbia, the temperature is ex-
pected to be warmer in September, but that’s 
expected to go down to near-normal in October 
and November. The Weather Network says the 
warmer start to the season means a heightened 
risk for wildfires in British Columbia will con-
tinue later into the fall, but wetter weather is 
expected during October and November.

The network is not predicting a repeat of 
catastrophic flooding that hit the province last 
November. This year, lower-than-normal precip-
itation is expected in September, with a much 
“wetter and stormier” pattern expected to develop 
through the mid and late fall, Scott said.

-By Sharif Hassan, The Canadian Press

Iqaluit had a forecast high of 10 C on Friday compared to an seasonal normal of 5 C this time of year. Photo courtesy of Abby McAllister

By Ethan Butterfield
Northern News Services

Northern News Services

Weather Network predicts 
warmer-than-normal fall across 
most of Canada

The Eastern Arctic is forecast to enjoy warmer days than in the West
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Star-studded Baker Lake 
festival celebrates summer
Artists from Nunavut and beyond 
perform for hundreds

“It was a phenomenal weekend.”
That’s how Nathan Annanaut, Recreation Director 

for the Hamlet of Baker Lake, described the 
Festival by the Lake community celebration 
held over the September long weekend.

“All the performers made me look really 
good.”

Those performers included comedian 
Don Burnstick, Baker Lake rapper Shauna 
Seeteenak, Rankin Inlet singer Brenda 
Montana, Iglulik singer Joshua Haulli and 
Winnipeg performer Sleepy the Clown.

Events got underway with speeches and 
a lunch set up by Agnico Eagle Mines, who 
also gave away 40 bikes to children in the 
community.

Don Burnstick was the special master of 
ceremonies, who also surprised the audi-
ence with a show at the opening.

“He did a masters of ceremony, talking 
to the people, gave a little uplifting, pos-
itive, motivational talk about alcohol abuse and violence in the 
home,” said Annanaut. “And then he gave us a little show after 
his 15 minute talk of seriousness. He gave us a good 45-minute 
show of comedy. We didn’t expect that. That was a great gift.”

Burnstick had only been booked to work an adult show on 
Sunday night, but Annanaut said when he saw the Elders and 
children in the audience, he wanted to make sure they got some 
comedy too.

After lunch, the community headed to the arena turf, set up with 
bouncy castles, slides and different carnival games for children. 
The facepainting booth was especially popular: “There were 200, 
300 kids lined up for the whole day,” said Annanaut.

Annanaut wanted to bring the old style of clowning to Baker 
Lake — and Sleepy the Clown delivered.

“He tried to do a walkaround, but he was too popular with the 
kids,” said Annanaut. “We just had to sit him down on the stage. 
It was too chaotic, so we had to make a huge line, because all 
the adults and all the kids wanted to see him.”

Sleepy the Clown gave each child a balloon toy, made a joke 
and took a selfie.

“Everyone loved him,” said Annanaut.

To no one’s surprise, Burnstick’s two-hour adult-themed show 
was a weekend highlight.

“Everyone just kept rolling in the aisles laughing,” said An-
nanaut, estimating that as many as 700 people came out for the 
festival.

Musical performers kept the weekend rocking, and for 
Seeteenak, it was a nice welcome home.

“I was given the opportunity to perform in 
my hometown, and I accepted the invitation 

without hesitation,” said Seeteenak, a rapper 
from Baker Lake now signed to Hitmakerz. 
“It made me realize how far I’ve come, and 
also where I’ve come from. If it wasn’t 
for my town, I don’t think I’d be where 
I am today.”

She played sets both Saturday and Sun-
day, each about 45 minutes long, to enthu-

siastic crowds.
Seeteenak had played songs on occasion 

in Baker Lake, but this was the first time she 
had performed a whole set in her hometown.

“I’m very thankful to have been invited 
to perform for my hometown, and I hope 
it won’t be the last time,” she said. “Thank 
you to the organizers that took the time to 
put this show together, as well as bringing 

the town together to enjoy some entertainment.”
The festival ended with a luncheon for Elders at the community 

wellness building on Monday, Sept. 5.
“The Elders really don’t go public, so we had to give them a 

Festival by the Lake as well,” said Annanaut.
He thanked the funding partners for making the event a success, 

including Agnico Eagle, Mayor and council, hamlet adminis-
tration, Calm Air, Nunamiut Lodge, and Justice and Wellness.

Sleepy the Clown takes a selfie with many adoring fans. 
Photo courtesy of Sleepy the Clown

Comedian Don Burnstick tears up the 
stage. Daniel Tapatai photo

Hundreds gather for a BBQ lunch. Daniel Tapatai photo

Baker Lake rapper Shauna Seeteenak rocks the stage at her 
hometown festival. Photo courtesy of Kaytlyn Niego

Sleepy the Clown provides old-school style clowning for the 
crowd. Daniel Tapatai photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Baker Lake
Local Journalism Initiative
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For the last few years now, hundreds of dead 
geese have washed up on Cambridge Bay’s 
shores.

Local resident Sheldeen Emingak says it’s not 
the first time, “they’ve seen it happen last year”.

The event, which first made headlines in a 
2017, may now be more of an annual demonstra-
tion of the species’ natural population control.

The dead geese were analyzed a few years 

back at the University of Calgary faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine. Findings concluded the 
young birds were not fit enough for the harsh 
weather conditions they experienced.

The causes of death were simple: exhaustion 
and salt-poisoning. “Some of these birds have 
salt glands but they’re not fully developed in 
young birds — if they consumed too much salt 
water, which they probably did, it can lead to salt 
toxicity,” explains Ray Alisauskas, a Research 
Scientist with the Department of Environment 
and Climate Change Canada.

In other words, more birds end up dying there 

because of the long flights they undertake over the 
Northwest passage to reach Nunavut’s mainland.

The journey includes some of the harshest 
flying conditions on Earth. Along with the cold 
Arctic weather, “sustained strong winds and 
fog” are common along the Northwest passage, 
explains another Department spokesperson.

“But why were they so malnourished? Has 
there been a change in food availability and 
habitat on their migration patterns?” wonders 
a curious reader in the first article’s comment 
section.

The answers could lie in the change in avail-

ability of sea ice over the years. One year be-
fore the die-off was first noticed, the National 
Snow & Ice Data Center (NSIDC) noted in its 
monthly report:

“As of August 14, (2016) Arctic sea ice extent 
is tracking third lowest in the satellite record.”

“The southern route through the Northwest Pas-
sage appears to be largely free of ice,” concludes 
the research institute from its Advanced Scanning 
Microwave Radiometer 2 (AMSR2) data.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/
geese-dead-natural-causes-nunavut-1.4404481

https://nsidc.org/

Geese have once again been dying in large numbers around Cambridge Bay. The reason for it is still being debated. Photo courtesy of Krista Lundgren/USFWS

By Felix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative

The great goose die-off

For the last few years, hundreds 
of dead geese have washed up on 
Cambridge Bay’s shores
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Seeking solutions to rash 
of youth crime
Iqaluit’s recreation director suggests 
more activities and more empathy

From damaging cars to throwing rocks at local 
stores, Iqalummiut have seen it all. Children on the 
streets can be reckless when it comes to crimes.

Facebook group “Rant and Rave” is full of 
shocking recent examples: videos of kids bullying 
motorists as they pass by, stealing bicycles and 
even on one occasion assaulting a dog tied just 
outside his owner’s house.

Arctic Ventures Market Place, a local grocery 
store, has experienced its share of misconduct 
by youths.

“They constantly try to steal, and when they’re 
caught they throw rocks at us and the customers, 
and not small rocks either,” explained Troy LeB-
lanc, the store’s assistant manager. “One time, 
an employee tried to chase them outside and 
one of them threw a bicycle at him. It’s gotten 
to the point where we’re losing young workers 

because their parents find it too dangerous for 
them to come in.”

LeBlanc noticed that although the assaults on 
customers are random and not targeted, his store 
is more prone to the attacks as it’s in the centre 
of residential zones.

Pauline Melanson, representative for Iqaluit’s 
RCMP division, stated that children under 11 
years old were caught on six occasions this year 
involved in four types of crimes: “false fire alarm; 
possession of property obtained by crime; assault 
and mischief.” Meanwhile, youths ages 12 to 17 
were arrested on 27 occasions for “shoplifting, 
mischief, various assaults, arson and thefts.”

“Youth crime is connected to brain develop-
ment — it’s about risk-taking. Maybe we haven’t 
created enough spaces where positive risks can 
be taken,” says Stephanie Clark, director of rec-
reation for the City of Iqaluit. “What creates the 
conditions of success in youth development are 
meaningfulness; belonging; connections; knowing 
you’re important; and having consistency. If you 

don’t know that you mean something to someone, 
what good are you? You’re just floating as an 
island. At the end of the day negative attention 
is still attention.”

The last few years have proven to be especially 
challenging due to the pandemic, with key ac-
tivities and resources not being as accessible to 
Northern children.

“Not having access to the aquatic center or the 

arenas has been very difficult and online school 
was very hard for a lot of people too,” said Clark.

She believes more empathy is needed.
“We don’t take the time to ask the difficult 

questions, and just expect things are going to 
change,” she said. “We have even less empathy for 
them, as adults, you can see the patterns of these 
lives moving forward. Where’s the intervention? 
The intervention could be now.”

A few broken windows on a boarded up Iqaluit’s building.

x0p31Axy N4ystdJxl4

By Felix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative



Delegates from across the Qikiqtani region met at the Aqsarniit 
Hotel and Conference Centre in Iqaluit earlier this month to discuss 
solutions to food insecurity and dependency in the North.

At an event billed as Niriqatigiit: Coming Together to Eat, the 
roundtable’s goal is to “kickstart a food sovereignty movement.”

On Sept. 6, Sheldon Nimchuk, director of project development and 
partnership at Qikiqtani Business Development Corporation (QBDC), 
opened the discussion by explaining the funding plan. Financing 
would be available for hunters and trappers organizations to support 
small-scale food processing equipment, events and roundtables and 
a public contest around food sovereignty.

The goal, continued Nimchuk, is to “find out what’s the best way 
to use the funding we have based on each community’s needs. We 
have a plan but we’re really only here to listen.”

Blueprints for a possible country foods processing facility were 
shared with the delegates as an incentive to advance discussions 
and to get the communities’ input.

Harry Alookie, mayor of Qikiqtarjuaq, is interested in the facility 
for his community and he noted, “It really doesn’t have to be too 
big — every community would need to have harvesting quotas. We 
have to think of the land too.”

David Naqitarvik, a member of Arctic Bay Hamlet Council, added, 
“We need better management of our current infrastructure; we need 
more local people being trained to run them.”

Roger Beaudry, in charge of economic development for the Ham-
let of Sanirajak, worries about smaller communities’ access to the 
investments brought to the table.

“Are smaller communities going to be left out of the equation like 
we usually are?” Beaudry asked the room.

The conversation then revolved around various challenges the 
communities are facing.

“The inflation rate is very significant — the hunters’ pays are never 
adequate for their expenses anymore,” said Naqitarvik.

Training to make repairs
David Qamaniq, with Pond Inlet’s HTO, said, “People in com-

munities need to be trained to fix the new computerized engines for 
our boats and Ski-Doos. We need garages but also the knowledge 
new engines require to be fixed.”

Itee Temela, representing Kimmirut, stated, “We’ve had problems 
with essential positions managers leaving the community with no 
one to replace them.”

Neil Kigutaq, with the Qikiqtani Inuit Association (QIA), said, 
“What we notice is a need for hunting gear — harpoons, harpoon 
heads, quality ropes — motors and other mechanic pieces, and specific 
quality brands of Ski-Doos that last, which are often not available.”

Together, the roundtable concluded the main challenges to create 
an economically self-sufficient Arctic were better infrastructures and 
harvesting equipment, but also better strategies to sustain essential 
jobs and support from governments and businesses operating in 
the communities.

Arctic Fresh, an Iglulik-based venture that started as e-commerce, 
bringing more affordable food for the community since 2015, was 
next on stage. Michael Doyle, representative for the award-winning 
company, presented its plan to subdivide the business into three 
new divisions: fighting food insecurity, building local capacity 
and aviation.

“We have already started purchasing some homes to renovate 
and create more housing opportunities in Iglulik, and that is just 
the beginning,” he said.

The company’s goal is to build food processing facilities.
“We estimate every hub could cost less than a million dollars to 

build,” said Doyle.
As for the aviation division of the company, the vision came from 

costly and limited airline services in the North.
“I would need to ship a ton of meat per week down south if I were 

to make any profit using the airline currently available, which is 
unrealistic. There’s not remotely enough freezers in our airports to 
move all of our products down even if the air freight was reasonable 
either,” explained Nathan Jewett, country food producer at Sedna’s 
Lair in Iqaluit.

‘A lot of opportunities’
Qikiqtaaluk Corporation Fisheries Division representative and 

marine biologist Jesslene Jawanda also took part in the conference, 
recapping the work that the corporation has been doing. Jawanda 
demonstrated the opportunity for a variety of sea food harvesting 
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Roundtable proposes fixes 
to food insecurity
Talk of building country 
food processing facilities, 
among other solutions

by Felix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative

options by showing the room sea floor video footage the organiza-
tion has collected.

“There are a lot of opportunities: sea cucumbers, scallops, shrimps, 
clams, mussels, sea urchins and even crabs. The best part is, there 
are international markets for all of those, the demand is there,” the 
marine biologist said.

Sonny Gray, CEO of Northstar Agriculture, also brought ideas 
to help reach the objective of food sovereignty in the Qikiqtani 
region. He proposed indoor farming, low-tech equipment, modular 
processing facilities, reproducible livestock, value-added products, 
soil production, renewable energies, community food storage op-

tions and integrated farm energy systems, such as reusing CO2 to 
increase plants productivity.

He also highlighted the importance of key concepts in the manage-
ment and development of communities: big-picture planning, using 
permaculture as a design approach, exploring circular economies 
and seeking partnering opportunities, when possible.

“I think a lot of problems and challenges you’re experiencing are 
not that complicated to fix,” said Gray. “Having these discussions 
is definitely a step in the right direction.”

The conference was hosted by the QBDC, in collaboration with 
the QIA and Qikiqtaaluk Corp. Group of Companies.

Sheldon Nimchuk, director of project development and part-
nership at Qikiqtani Business Development Corporation, says 
funding would be available for hunters and trappers organiza-
tions to support small-scale food processing equipment, events 
and roundtables and a public contest around food sovereignty. 
Felix Charron-Leclerc/NNSL photo
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Surprise guest captivates
ᖃᐅᔨᙱᓈᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ
Jordin Tootoo takes stage at 
interagency event in Rankin Inlet
ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᖁᙱᐊᕐᕕᖕᒦᑉᐳᖅ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Jordin Tootoo was the surprise special guest at 
a community interagency mental wellness event 
hosted by the Mental Health and Addictions 
Team in Rankin Inlet, Wednesday, Sept. 7.

He joined other speakers in sharing messages 
of hope and perseverance.

Several hundred people attended the two-hour 
event, filling the Maani Ulujuk Ilinniarvik gym. 
It also featured drum dancing, door prizes and 
an opportunity to meet representatives from a 
variety of organizations in town.

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᖃᐅᔨᙱᓈᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖃᐃᖁᔭᐅᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᙱᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᐃᕆᓯᒪᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᐱᖓᔪᐊᑦ, ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 7−ᒥ.

ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓇᔪᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ.

ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᕼᐊᓐᓇᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐃᓚᐳᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᓄᑦ−ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑕᑕᑎᑦᑎᓪᓗᓂ ᒫᓂ ᐅᓗᔪᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖓᓂ. 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᕿᓚᐅᔾᔭᖅᑐᓂ, ᐹᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒃᓴᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᔭᕆᐅᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ.

Brooklynn 
Innukshuk gives 
the event two 
thumbs up. 
Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

ᐳᕈᒃᓕᓐ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᐅᒃᓴᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᖅ.

ᓕᐅ ᐅᒃᐸᑕᐅᔭᖅ ᑕᑯᖅᑯᔾᔨᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᖁᕝᕙᖅᓴᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᖁᑎᓂ ᐱᔭᖏᓐᓂ.

Leo Okpatauyak shows 
off a bevy of promotional 
items he received. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᓱᕋᔭᒃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ.

Jordin Tootoo speaks to a group of youth as people mill into 
the gym. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑕᐃᓗᕐ ᓇᐅᑲᑦᓯᒃ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐳᕉᑎ ᒪᒻᒐᕐᒥ.

Tyler Naukatsik holds young Brody 
Mamgark. Stewart Burnett/NNSL 
photo

ᑐᕈᐊᐃ ᐃᓄᒃᓱᒃ ᕿᓚᐅᔾᔭᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒪᑐᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

Troy Innukshuk drum dances to open the 
festivities. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ ᖁᖓᔮᖅᐳᖅ ᓱᕈᓯᕐᓄᑦ 
ᐱᙳᐊᖅᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᖕᓂ.

Jordin Tootoo smiles at children playing in the crowd. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᒪᐃᔭᐅᑉ ᑐᒡᓕᖓ ᒫᑕ ᕼᐃᒃᔅ 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᒃᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᓄᑦ.

Deputy mayor Martha Hickes addresses the audi-
ence. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

ᑯᕆᔅᑏᓐ ᐳᕉᑐᔅ, ᔩᓚ ᓴᕕᐊᕐᔪᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓰᓚ ᓱᕖᑐᕐ ᓄᖅᑲᓚᐅᑲᒃᐳᑦ 
ᐊᔾᔨᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖄᖏᖅᑐᓄᑦ.

Christine Broders, Geela Saviakjuk and Sheila Schweder take 
a moment for a photo between chatting with passersby. 
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Hundreds of people fill the Maani Ulujuk Ilinniarvik 
gym for a family-friendly interagency event. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

ᕼᐊᓐᓇᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᑕᑕᑎᑦᑎᕗᑦ ᒫᓂ ᐅᓗᔪᒃ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᑕ ᐃᖃᐃᓕᓴᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒌᓄᑦ−ᑐᙵᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ.

ᔪᐊᑕᓐ ᑑᑑ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓂ 
ᓂᕆᐅᖕᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ 
ᖁᙱᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ.

Jordin Tootoo shares 
messages of hope 

from the stage. 
Stewart Burnett/

NNSL photo
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