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ᐃᒡᓗᓕᖕᒥ ᑲᒻᐸᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᒡᓗᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᒥ

Iglulik company looks to 
improve housing situation
Arctic Fresh wants to tackle lack of affordable options in community

Arctic Fresh ᐱᓕᕆᓇᓱᒍᒪᕗᖅ ᐱᑕᖃᙱᓗᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐊᑭᑐᓗᐊᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐃᒡᓗᒃᓴᓂ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᓂ

Fishing up a Fishing up a 
storm in Arviatstorm in Arviat

ᐃᖃᓪᓕᕿᔪᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ

What to 
know about 
Orange Shirt 
Day

Tom 
Sammurtok 
reflects on 
royal duty

New Inuit childcare centre 
opens

New power rate rejected 
in Rankin Inlet

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ

ᓄᑖᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐸᐃᕆᕝᕕᖕᒥ ᒪᑐᐃᖅᐳᖅ

ᓄᑖᖅ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᖓ ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᙱᓚᖅ 
ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ
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News Briefs
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Did we get it wrong?
Nunavut News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Nunavut News/North, call (867) 
979-5990 and ask to speak to an editor, or email editorial@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

Confronting the 
housing crisis

Iglulik-based company aspires to reduce the long 
wait for homes in community

On March 23, 2016, the Nunavut Housing Corporation appeared 
in front of the Standing Senate Committee on Aboriginal People 
to explain the housing challenges of the territory.

A report titled ‘Nunavut is Facing a Severe Housing Crisis’ 
highlighted the following statistics:

-“52 per cent of Nunavummiut live in social housing”
-“38 per cent of social housing tenants live in overcrowded 

conditions”
-“80 per cent of social housing tenants make less than $23,000/

year”
-“39 per cent of Nunavummiut live in core housing need”
Even with Nunavut’s efforts to lift itself out of the crisis by 

investing more than $500 million in the decade preceding 2016, 
the housing situation was left unchanged, according to the report.

Six years later, the housing situation is still similar.
“We currently need more than 3,200 units to meet the demand 

of those on the community public housing wait lists” says Josh 
Long, spokesperson for Nunavut Housing Corporation.

The wait list is based on a points system. Points are allotted to 
each individual depending on their needs for housing. Kendra 
King, assistant manager at Nunavut Housing Corporation explains: 
“You get so many points if you’re actively homeless, if you have 
a disability, if you’re an Elder, etc. The point system was made 
so that if you’re an Elder with a disability and you have to take 
care of your grandchildren then you don’t have to wait as long as, 
let’s say, a single man just trying to get out of his parent’s house.”

Even with new developments, the corporation has difficulties 
reducing the wait lists.

“We just finished four new housing projects that really brought 
the waiting list down but it still is increasing as time passes,” 
King said.

Rising costs
Nunastar Properties Inc. chief operating officer Ben Cox says 

the company’s wait list will likely get longer in the future as well.
Owning 350 residential units in Iqaluit comes with a rapidly 

increasing costs for the rental housing business.
“Annual increases in the costs of owning and operating res-

idential real estate in Iqaluit have been multiples of rental rate 
increases for several years. Construction and renovation costs 
have also increased somewhere in the order of 30 per cent to 40 
per cent in the last few years,” Cox said.

“In Iqaluit, the lack of infrastructure, extremely high construc-
tion costs and deteriorated economics for investment are likely 

the greatest impediments to increasing rental housing supply.”
Former Nunavut MP Mumilaaq Qaqqaq details the seriousness 

of the situation.
“I’ve met elderly women who have openly told me that they live 

with their abuser and are forced to and have lived with them for 
years,” she said. “I have met parents whose children have been 
taken to the foster care system because their home is deemed 
‘unfit’ and they have nowhere else to go and no other options. I 
met parents whose child has just found another sibling hanging 
from the ceiling and in that point in time do not know what to 
do in that moment and thrashed the house.”

She explains that Nunavut’s living conditions were allowed 
to degrade to this extent because of decades of underfunding 
from Ottawa.

“If the federal government was really invested in the lives of 
Northerners, in the lives of Inuit, we wouldn’t be having this 
conversation… What we have seen over the last 50-60-70 years 
in the North is that lack of respect for adequate basic needs,” 
she said. “What we do need to see is the federal government to 
put money where their mouth is. Invest. Sharing the wealth is 
sharing the health.”

Building a local workforce
Members of the business community have come forward to try 

and fix the problem. An Iglulik-based company — Arctic Fresh — 
has created a new division to focus on filling local housing needs.

Arctic Fresh started as an e-commerce operation, but quickly 
noticed the lack of affordable residency options in the community.

“There’s a lack of housing, but also rental and office space. 
The life conditions in communities are a lot harder than Iqaluit, 
it’s two separate worlds really,” said Arctic Fresh representative 
Michael Doyle. “Arctic Fresh has purchased three buildings and 
already renovated two.”

Doyle added that the company isn’t stopping there.
“Arctic Fresh is completely people-oriented. They also help 

with small community projects — they just fixed up a daycare 
over there (in Iglulik).”

Although initial investments have been made in CEO Rhoda 
Angutimarik’s hometown of Iglulik, the business aspires to help 
Nunavut as a whole. To do so, Doyle explains building the local 
workforce is the best way to go.

“That’s just a start, the goal is to build five new affordable hous-
ing units annually in the upcoming years. The company hired 16 
construction workers. Three of them are renowned skilled work-
ers and the goal is to help the rest gain skills as well, especially 
young labourers and entrepreneurs,” said Doyle. “Companies 
in the North often outsource the workforce, which can be very 
costly, but part of the long-term solution is local skilled workers.”

The old Iqaluit Housing Authority’s building abandoned and damaged. More than 3,200 units are needed to meet the 
demand of those on the community public housing wait lists, according to the Nunavut Housing Corporation. Felix Charron-
Leclerc/NNSL photo

ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᑎᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᖑᒪᔪᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ

ᐅᑭᐅᖑᓛᖅᑐᒥ 2023-ᖑᓕᖅᐸᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᓐᖑᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᐊᓕᕆᕗᑦ Wood Buffalo, Alta.−ᒥ, 
ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆᐅᓕᖅᐸᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᑕᐱᕇᑦ ᕿᓂᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕈᓐᓇᕋᔭᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᐃᓕᖁᓯᑐᖃᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖃᖅᑐᓂᒃ.

ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕈᕕᑦ, ᐃᓚᐅᒍᒪᔪᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎᖃᖅᑐᑦ 
ᐃᓅᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᔭᓐᓄᐊᕆ 1, 2001 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᓴᐱᕆ 21, 2007. ᐱᓐᖑᐊᖃᑎᒌᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᑎᑦ 
ᐱᖓᓲᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᑎᑭᓪᓗᒍ 6-ᖑᒍᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔨᖓᓪᓗ, 
ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᒋᐊᖃᖅᐳᓪᓗ ᑕᑕᑎᕆᓗᒃᑖᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐃᓚᐅᓗᑎᒡᓗ 
ᐱᕋᔭᒃᓯᒪᖏᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᒋᐊᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᕋᔭᖕᓂᐊᖏᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᑦ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᖃᕐᓂᖅᓴᓂᒃ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᒍᑎᖃᕐᓗᓂᓗ.

ᑕᑕᑎᒐᒃᓴᒥᒃ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᓯ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᑦᑕ 
ᐃᑭᐊᕿᕕᖓᓐᓂᑦ ᐃᓱᓕᕕᖃᕐᓂᐊᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᐊᒃᑐᐱᕆ 3-ᖑᓕᖅᐸᑦ.

ᑲᑎᒪᔨᒃᓴᖅᓯᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ

ᖃᕐᒋᐊᕘᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᒻᒪᕆᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖑᓂᐊᖅᑐᒧᑦ.

ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᑦ, ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᕙᒃᑐᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᓘᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᔪᓂᒃ, ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᒥᖕᓂᒃ ᑲᑎᒪᒍᑎᖃᖅᖢᑎᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᓯᑉᑕᐱᕆ 
24-ᒥ. ᐃᓚᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᐅᑎᒃᑯᓪᓗ 
ᐃᓚᐅᒍᑎᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᖢᑎᒃ. ᒪᑐᐃᖔᕐᒪᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᕐᓄᑦ 
ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᔪᓄᑦ ᖃᕐᒋᐊᕘᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᕙᒃᑕᖏᓐᓂᒃ.

ᑕᒪᒃᑯᐊ ᐃᓚᐅᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᑖᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᕗᑦ 
ᐃᒃᓯᖕᓇᕆᐊᖃᖏᑦᖢᒋᓪᓗ, ᑲᑎᒪᔭᖅᑐᖃᑕᐅᕙᒡᓗᑎᒃ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᐃᖅᑕᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ/ᐅᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔭᖅᑐᖃᑕᐅᕙᒡᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᕐᕆᕕᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᔭᖏᓐᓂᒃ 
ᑕᑯᕋᓐᓈᕆᐊᓱᖓᖅᐸᒡᓗᑎᒃ, ᐃᑲᔪᖅᑐᐃᖏᓐᓇᕐᓗᑎᒡᓗ ᑖᒃᑯᓂᖓ.

ᓄᑖᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᑦ 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᒋᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᐃᓄᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᖅᑐᕈᑎᖃᑦᓯᐊᖅᐳᑦ 

ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᔭᐅᖏᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᓴᕙᓇ ᐱᑯᔭᒃ ᐳᐃᒍᖅᑕᐅᖁᓇᒍ.
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒥᓂᔅᑕ ᔮᓐ ᒦᓐ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 

ᓯᑉᑕᐱᕆ 21-ᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖃᓕᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᑮᓇᐅᔭᓂᒃ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓂᒃ $5,000 ᐱᑯᒃ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥ ᐃᓄᖕᒧᑦ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᓯᒪᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᓂᐊᕐᓗᓂ. 

“ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᕙᖓᓗ ᓇᕙᓇᐅᑉ 
ᐊᑎᖓ ᐳᐃᒍᖅᑕᐅᖁᖏᓐᓇᑦᑎᒍ ᑐᖁᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓗ 
ᐳᐃᒍᖅᑕᐅᖁᖏᓐᓇᑦᑎᒍ,” ᒦᓐ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓗᒍ 
ᐱᒍᒪᔾᔪᑎᖃᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᑦ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒥᐅᑦ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᒪᔪᑦ.”

ᐱᑯᔭᒃ ᐊᑐᕚᒧᑦ ᓄᒃᑎᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᒡᕙᓂ 
ᑕᖅᑭᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᒥ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓇᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑐᖁᖓᓪᓗᓂ ᓄᒃᑎᖃᑎᖃᓵᓚᐅᖅᖢᓂᓗ. Nikolas Ibey 
ᐊᑐᕚᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐃᓄᐊᖅᓯᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᖅᑐᒐᒃᓴᐅᓕᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑲᐴᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂᒃ 
ᑐᖁᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ −19ᒥᒃ 

ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᐳᖅ
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 

ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ, 
ᐊᖏᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᖏᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ, ᑲᐴᑦ 
ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒧᑦ, Moderna’s Spikevax Bivalent mRNA 
COVID-19 ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᕐᓂᖓᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒥ. 

ᐊᒥᒐᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᑦ, ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᒥᑭᓂᖅᓴᐅᓗᓂ 
ᐃᒪᖓ ᐃᓐᓇᑐᖃᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᒥᐅᑕᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᓕᑦ 70-ᓂᒃ 
ᐅᖓᑖᓄᓪᓗ ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒡᓗ ᐃᓐᓇᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᑎᖏᓪᓗ 
ᓇᔪᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ, ᑲᐃᔭᐅᕌᓂᒃᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ COVID-19−ᒧᑦ 
ᐱᖓᓱᑦ ᑕᖅᑭᐅᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᓂ. ᐊᒥᓱᖑᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᒍᒪᔪᑦ 
ᐊᒥᓱᖑᖅᐊᓪᓕᐊᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒡᓗᒍ. 

“ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᓄᑖᖑᓪᓗᓂ ᓴᐳᒻᒥᔭᐅᒍᑎᒃᓴᖅ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᖅ 
COVID-19−ᒧᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓘᑦᑖᖅ ᒪᐃᑯ ᐹᑐᓴᓐ, ᓄᓇᕗᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒻᒪᕆᒃ. “ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᑲᐴᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᐳᒻᒥᒍᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ COVID-
19 ᐊᒻᒪ ᑕᐃᒍᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ Omicron variant. ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖏᑦᖢᓂ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖃᖅᖢᓂᓗ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖅᑖᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖕᒧᐊᖅᑕᐃᓕᒪᓂᕐᒧᓪ, ᑐᖁᑦᑕᐃᓕᒪᒍᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ.” 

ᓴᐅᓂᖑᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑲᐴᑎᒧᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᓗᓂᓗ ᓄᕙᕐᔪᐊᕐᓇᒧᓪᓗ 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐃᑦᑐᒧᑦ ᑲᐱᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᒃᑯᑦ.

By Felix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
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ᑕᐃᓐᓇ ᓯᕘᕋᔪᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᐊᖑᑦ
ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ 22−ᖑᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ, ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ, 
ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᒥ ᑐᐃᖓᒍᑦ ᐊᐱᕆᔪᐊᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᓂ.

“ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᔪᓐᓇᕋᔭᕐᒪᖔᕐᒪ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ, ᐃᒡᓗᓕᒑᕐᔪᖕᒥᐅᑕᓪᓚᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓕᓴᐱ ᐳᓚᕋᕆᐊᖅᑐᕐᓂᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᔪᓚᐃ 1970−ᒥ ᐳᕆᓐᔅ ᕕᓕᑉᓗ, 
ᐳᕆᓐᔅ ᓵᓕ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐳᕆᓐᓴᔅ ᐋᓐ. ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ 
ᐱᒻᔪᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᑦ ᐳᕆᓐᔅ ᕕᓕᑉ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ Boy Scout jambo-
ree−ᒥ, ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑯᐃᓐᓗ ᐃᓚᒌᑦ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐊᑐᓂ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᑯᒋᐅᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑯᐃᓐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

“ᐅᔭᓐᓂ ᐊᐱᕆᖕᒪᑕ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᔪᓐᓇᕐᒪᖔᑦ, 
ᒪᒃᑯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, 22−ᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕘᕋᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᓇᓗᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ… 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓇᖓ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓇᖓ ᖁᑦᑎᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑯᐃᓐᑎᑐᑦ,” 
ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ.

ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᖏᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᓚᒥᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᑲᐅᖅᑐᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖃᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ.

“ᑲᒪᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔭᐅᒐᑦᑕ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᙱᓚᑎᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᒪᐃᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᙱᑉᐳᑎᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ. “ᓲᕐᓗ, ᑯᐃᓐ ᐹᕈᕕᐅᒃ, ᐊᒡᒐᐃᑦ 
ᐃᓴᒃᑕᐃᓕᓗᒍ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓗᑎᑦ. ᐅᑕᖅᑭᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑭᑦ 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓴᖔᕈᓂ ᐊᒡᒐᒥᓂᒃ, ᐊᓱᐃᓛᒃ 
ᑕᓯᐅᖃᑦᑖᕈᓐᓇᖅᓯᕙᐃᑦ.”

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᕙᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓯᕘᕋᓪᓗᓂ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ ᐊᖑᑎᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ 
ᐃᓕᓴᐱ II−ᒧᑦ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᒃ, ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ, 1970−ᒥ. ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᐃᓐ ᓯᕘᕋᔪᓐᓃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᑎᑲᐅᑎᒋᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᑦ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔪᑦ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑐᑭᓕᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖓᑕ ᐅᖓᓯᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᑦ, Eskimo Point (ᒫᓐᓇ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᑦ) 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ.

ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᐸᒍᔾᔭᐅᖅᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ, ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᑐᓵᔨᓪᓚᕆᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ.

“ᓯᕘᕋᕐᔪᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ,” ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ. 
“ᓇᓗᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ, ᑕᒪᓐᓴ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᖅᐸᕋ? 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᑯᑐᐊᕋᒃᑯ ᑯᐃᓐ, ᐃᓗᐊᖅᓯᑎᑲᐅᑎᒋᓚᐅᖅᐹᖓ. 
ᕿᓚᒥᑯᓗᒃ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᐊᐱᕆᓚᐅᖅᐹᖓ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᖕᓂᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᔅᓯᐅᖕᒪᖔᕐᒪ. 
ᐅᖃᐅᑎᓚᐅᖅᐸᕋ 22−ᖑᓂᕋᖅᖢᖓ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ‘ᐊᓱ, ᐃᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖓ 21−ᖑᔪᒥ.’ 
ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᕈᓐᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᓐᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖑᔪᓂ ᑭᒃᑰᓂᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᖢᖓ ᑕᐅᕗᙳᐊᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ.”
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ 

ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᑎᖏᓐᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᓯᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓗᐊᕐᓇᓂ, ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐊᐱᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓇᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ, 
ᖃᓄᖅ ᑰᒡᔪᐊᕌᓗᖕᒧᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᖅᐸᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᐃᓅᕙᖕᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᒥ.

ᑭᖑᓂᐊᒍᑦ, ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑑᑉ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᖓ 
ᐱᔭᕇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᒥᐊᒃᑯᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐ 
ᐳᓚᕋᕐᓕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᖃᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᑐᓴᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑯᐃᓐ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, 
ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᖅᑕᐅᔫᔮᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓅᔅᓲᔭᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᒫᑦᑕᒃᖢᓂ 
ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᑦᑎᐊᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ.

ᑖᒻ ᓴᒻᒧᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑐᓵᔨᐅᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑯᐃᓐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᒫᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓴᕋᒥ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 8−ᒥ.



Tom Sammurtok was 22 and working in 
Churchill, Man., when he got a tap on the 
shoulder with a big question.

“The government asked me if I would be 
willing to interpret for the Queen,” said Sam-
murtok, originally from Chesterfield Inlet.

Queen Elizabeth was set to visit the com-
munity July 1970 with Prince Philip, Prince 
Charles and Princess Anne. One of the reasons 
for visiting Churchill was for Prince Philip 
to take part in the Boy Scout jamboree, Sam-
murtok recalled.

The Royal Family were set to bring in a 
couple from each Kivalliq community to meet 
the Queen and Sammurtok was pegged as the 
interpreter for them.

“When they asked me if I could interpret, I 
was young, I was only 22 and I was nervous, 
I wasn’t sure… never having interpreted or 
even had interaction with someone as high 
as the Queen,” he remembers.

But he accepted and was soon given a crash 
course on how to properly interact with roy-
alty.

“It was interesting that we were told you 
can do this or you can do this but you cannot 
do this or cannot do that,” said Sammurtok. 

“For example, when the Queen meets you, 
don’t extend your hand to shake her hand 
first. You have to wait until she extends her 
hand, then you can shake her hand.”

The couples representing the Kivalliq com-
munities were lined up by their community’s 
distance to Churchill, with Eskimo Point (now 
Arviat) first.

Sammurtok was introduced to the Queen 
first, with the explanation that he was her 
official interpreter.

“I was very, very nervous,” he remembered. 
“I wasn’t sure, can I pull this off? But as soon 
as I met the Queen, she made me feel so at 
ease. We had a very brief conversation. She 
asked me what do I do and how old am I. I 
told her I am 22, and she said, ‘Oh I have a son 
who’s 21.’ After that it became easy enough 
for me to get the job done introducing the Inuit 
couples to her as she went down the line.”

Sammurtok would give the Queen the cou-
ples’ names, but not much more information, 
in order to leave some room for her to ask 
questions about where they were from, how 
they got to Churchill, what they do and how 
they live at home.

After that, Sammurtok’s job was done and 
he was able to enjoy the rest of the Royal visit.

Upon hearing of the Queen’s passing, Sam-
murtok said he felt touched by her longevity 
and sadness for her loss, but he was honoured 
and privileged to have interpreted for her.

That nervous 
young man
Tom Sammurtok reminisces about 
interpreting for the Queen

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative

Tom Sammurtok is pictured here as a nervous young man interpreting for Queen Elizabeth 
II in Churchill, Man., in 1970. He said the Queen quelled his nerves and put him right at ease. 
Photo courtesy of Tom Sammurtok

Tom Sammurtok says he felt privileged for his role interpreting for the Queen and it was sad 
when he heard she died on Sept. 8. Photo courtesy of Tom Sammurtok
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What to know 
about Orange 
Shirt Day
Day of Truth and Reconciliation 
stands for education and 
reflection

The final day of September this year will 
mark the second annual National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation. The new stat-
utory holiday memorializes the children 
lost to the residential school system, and 
honours the survivors, their families and 
their communities.

Purchase an orange shirt
Previously known as Orange Shirt Day 

before being acknowledged as National 
Day for Truth and Reconciliation last year, 
the concept since 2013 had been to educate 
on the history of the residential schooling 
system by drawing attention to the story 
of Phyllis Jack Webstad. Webstad was a 
Stswecem’c Xgat’tem First Nation student 
in 1973, who had her brand new orange 
shirt taken from her on her first day at a 
residential school when she was six years 
old. Now supporters country-wide don 
orange in support of her and the count-
less others affected. Shirts can be bought 
from independent stores like Kit and Ka-
boodle and Dreamcatcher Promotions, 
or the Orange Shirt Day website and the 

National Centre for Truth and Reconcil-
iation website.

Online: Truth and Reconciliation 
Week

The NCTR is hosting a five day online 
event for schools and the general pub-
lic, comprising videos, talks, question 
and answer sessions, performances and 
workshops based around this year’s theme 
of Remembering the Children. With this 
year’s offerings including an expanded 
program with age-appropriate material 
for children in grades 1 through 12, there 
are plenty of opportunities for the whole 
family to learn and comemmorate together.

Donate
There is an ever-growing number of 

charities that focus primarily on support-
ing the survivors of residential schools. 
The most notable include Orange Shirt 
Society, the Legacy of Hope Foundation 
and the Indian Residential Schools Sur-
vivors Society.

-By Mina Kerr-Lazenby, Local Journal-
ism Initiative Reporter

Juliet Klengenberg’s winning design for Helen Kalvak Elihakvik school’s new Truth and Reconciliation 
shirts, which should be distributed to students and staff of the school between Sept. 28 and 30. Photo 
courtesy of Helen Kalvak Elihakvik school
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Council rejects rate 
normalization
Rankin hamlet opposed 
to Qulliq Energy 
Corporation plan to 
equalize rates across 
territory

In May, the Hamlet of Rankin 
Inlet wrote to the Utility Rates 
Review Council, stating its 
opposition to Qulliq Energy 
Corporation’s proposed rate 
equalization plan.

In June, Rick Hunt, CEO of 
QEC, responded to Council in 
a letter.

And on Aug. 22, that letter 
was shared at the hamlet council 
meeting.

“I read through it,” said Coun. 
Justin Merritt. “And it’s a bunch 
of crap.”

With the change in how QEC 
calculates rate, the corporation 
has proposed a realignment 
of existing community-based 
rates into territory-wide rates. 
The plan would roll out a 
change to rates for a test year 
in 2022/2023. If approved, it 
would add up to a 5.1 per cent 
increase.

Currently, residential cus-
tomers across the territory pay 
a base rate subsidized by the 
Government of Nunavut up 
to a certain threshold. Beyond 
that, they pay a per-community 

rate, which varies depending on 
the community. QEC is look-
ing to standardize that price 
across the territory, claiming it 
would equalize rates with Iqa-
luit, which are the lowest in the 
territory.

“QEC’s current rate structure 
does not reflect the true cost of 
power in communities,” wrote 
Hunt in his letter to the Mayor 
Harry Towtongie.

He went on to say that elec-
tricity should be considered an 
“essential service” and custom-
ers should be treated equally.

“Even in Nunavut, other es-
sential services are priced in this 
manner,” he wrote, referencing 
the standardized price for heat-
ing fuel and gasoline.

“This proposal is not about 
larger community rate increas-
ing to subsidize smaller commu-
nity rates whatsoever.”

But Merritt suggested it is 
better for electricity rates to 
reflect the true costs in each 
community.

He compared it to the different 
price of milk in different places. 
He said it wouldn’t be fair if 
the price of mils in Rankin Inlet 
went up to meet in the middle 
with the price of milk in a more 
remote community like Naujaat.

“I think we have to pass this 
on to our MLAs that this is not 
acceptable and even meet with 
our MLAs about it that if this 
goes through, maybe they’re 
not our MLAs anymore,” said 

Merritt. “That’s how strong I 
feel about it.”

Council passed his motion 
to write a letter to the town’s 
MLAs restating the hamlet’s 
opposition to QEC’s proposal.

Rankin Inlet’s council continues to oppose a plan by Qulliq 
Energy Corporation to standardize electricity rates across 
the territory. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative
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ᓃᕕ ᕿᓚᕝᕙᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᓄᕗᔭᓂ ᔫᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕐᕕᐅᑉ 
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ.

Hilda Panigoniak of Arviat sent this photo of her nine-year-old daughter, Jaida 
Suwaksiork Panigoniak, who harpooned her first beluga on Sept. 14.
ᕼᐃᐅᓪᑕ ᐸᓂᒍᓂᐊᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ 9-ᓂ-ᐅᑭᐅᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐸᓂᖓᓂ, ᔭᐃᑕ ᓱᕙᒃᓯᐅᖅ ᐸᓂᒍᓂᐊᕐᒥ, ᓇᐅᓕᒃᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᖓᓂ ᖃᑯᖅᑕᒥ 
ᕿᓚᓗᒐᕐᒥ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 14−ᒥ.

Madeleine Qumuatuq of Pangnirtung sent us this photo from earlier this year.
ᒫᑎᓚᐃ ᖁᒻᒧᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐸᖕᓂᖅᑑᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᖃᖓᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ.

KINDLY SPONSORED BY                INVESTMENT GROUP INC.

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᓴᒐᒃᓴᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᑦ ᑲᒪᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑲᒪᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ NCC Investment Group Inc., 
ᐳᓚᕋᕈᒃ www.nccig.ca ᐅᓪᓗᒥ.0

Nunavut News presents the Amazing On-the-Land contest, 
generously sponsored by NCC Investment Group Inc., visit 
www.nccig.ca today.

Aleekee Delilah of Taloyoak from just outside the commu-
nity. Setting nets and got those nice char along with the 
other ones, but they were still in the nets.
ᐊᓖᑮ ᑎᓚᐃᓚ ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑎᑦᑎᐊᖓᓂ. 
ᒪᑦᑎᑦᑕᐅᓯᕆᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᓪᓗᓂ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᐃᖃᓗᑦᑎᐊᕚᓗᖕᓂ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂᓪᓗ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᓱᓕ ᒪᑦᑎᑦᑕᐅᑎᓃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ.

WINNER: Erik Qingnaqtuq of Taloyoak sent this sunset in the community on Aug. 28.
ᐃᐊᕆᒃ ᕿᖕᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᑕᓗᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓂᐱᓕᖅᑐᒥ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ ᐋᒍᔅᑎ 28−ᒥ.

Kamingoalok Taptuna of Kugluktuk sent this photo of camp, 
located 90 miles outside of the community on Sept. 3.
ᑲᒥᙳᐊᓗᒃ ᑕᑉᑑᓇ ᖁᕐᓗᖅᑐᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐆᒥᖓ ᑕᖕᒫᕐᕕᐅᔪᒥ, ᐃᓂᓕᒃ 90 ᒪᐃᔪᔅᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᐅᑉ ᓯᓚᑖᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 
3−ᒥ.
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AJ Wiebe sent us this photo from near Rankin Inlet on Sept. 30, 2021: a fox eating a piece of 
tuktu that they gave while they were cutting the tuktu.
AJ ᐅᐃᑉ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᕐᓂ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᐅᑉ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 30, 2021−ᒥ : 
ᑎᕆᒐᓂᐊᖅ ᓂᕆᔪᖅ ᑐᒃᑐᒥ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐋᒃᑐᐃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑐᒃᑐᒥ .

Emily Aqqaq of Gjoa Haven sent this sunset photo from last year in the community.
ᐃᒪᓕ ᐊᖅᑲᖅ ᐅᖅᓱᖅᑑ ᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᓂᐱᓕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐊᔾᔨᙳᐊᓂᒃᒥᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᓂᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᒥ .

Katey Beth Mablik of Naujaat sent this image of 
calm water from earlier this year.
ᑲᐃᑎ ᐱᐊᑦ ᒪᑉᓕᒃ ᓇᐅᔮᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
ᓇᒃᓯᐅᔾᔨᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒪᕐᒥ 
ᖃᖓᒃᑲᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ.

Experience amazing comedy 
talent from across Canada

Canadian North Arctic Comedy Festival 
returns to Yellowknife and Iqaluit

Get ready for a week of gut-busting comedy 
from some of the best new talent and comedy 
veterans, including Indigenous performers from 
all across Canada!

The Canadian North Arctic Comedy Festival 
returns, with shows in Yellowknife Oct. 3 to 5, 
and in Iqaluit Oct. 6 to 9.

“The last time we were able to have a full fes-
tival was in 2019,” says John Helmkay Producer 
of the festival. “We did have a couple smaller 
virtual presentations during the pandemic, but 
it’s great to be back to the full festival this year!”

With amazing performances by well-known 
artists and incredible opportunities for young 
amateurs, the festival is sure to tickle anyone’s 
funny bone.

The Yellowknife portion kicks off Monday, 
Oct. 3 at the Northern Arts and Cultural Centre 
with Got Land? Indigenous Comics, featuring 
comedians from various nations across Western 
Canada, including Janelle Niles, Howie Miller, 
Chad Anderson, Dez Loreen, Brenda Prince, 
Mason Mantla and more.

On Tuesday, Oct. 4, again in the Northern 
Arts and Cultural Centre, it’s Comedy Night in 
Yellowknife, featuring performances by a variety 
of rising stars and Canadian comedy veterans 
like John Wing, Kyle Brownrigg, Lisa Baker, 
Brittany Lyseng and Sunee Dhaliwal.

Yellowknife wraps up Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 
the Top Knight Lounge with the Just for Laughs 
Showcase, with Northwest Territories comedians 
performing in front of JFL’s talent scouts for op-
portunities to perform at Just for Laughs Festival 
events in Montreal, Vancouver and Toronto.

All four events of the Iqaluit portion are at the 
Aqsarnit Hotel, starting Thursday, Oct. 6, with 
Got Land? Indigenous Comics, this time featur-
ing comedians representing nations across east-
ern Canada, like Janelle Niles, Patrick Cheechoo, 
Hezron Muckpaloo, Mary-Lee Aliyak and Mike 
Bombay and more.

Friday night is one of Canada’s biggest inde-
pendent comedy tours – the Best Kind Comedy 
Tour. Hosted by Griff, this show features three 
of Newfoundland’s top comedians: Mike Lynch, 
Colin Hollet and Brian Aylward.

Saturday is Comedy Night in Iqaluit, with 
performances by another group of rising stars and 
comedy veterans like John Wing, Kyle Brown-
rigg, Simone Holder, Nicole Etitiq, Nuka Fennel 
and more.

The festival finishes up on Sunday with the 
Canadian Improv Games Showcase, with an 
invitation to high school youth in Iqaluit to join 
the first-ever showcase in Iqaluit. Having taken 
part in workshops throughout the week, they’ll 
have a chance to showcase their skills alongside 
professional improvisers. Some of the students 
will be invited to join the Improv Festival and 
Tournament in April 2023 in Ottawa.

“We’re committed to developing local Indig-
enous talent, especially the youth,” Helmkay 
says. “Kids involved in improv develop not only 
comedy skills but all kinds of skills, and tend 
to stay in school.

“We invite everyone out to support them and 
have a great laugh at the same time!”

Find out more on Facebook, and visit their 
website for tickets.

Hezron 
Muckpaloo 
will perform 
in Got Land? 
Indigenous 
Comics in 
Iqaluit Oct. 6

Kyle Brownrigg will 
entertain at Comedy 
Night in Iqaluit Oct. 8

Janelle Niles will 
take the stage in Got 

Land? Indigenous 
Comics in Yellowknife 

Oct. 3
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Preserving Inuktitut in a 
digital world

Facebook was a start, a syllabics app 
is in development

Inuktitut is a language spoken in more than 
five Canadian provinces and territories.

It is recognized as one of the official languages 
of Nunavut.

Although more than 35,000 Canadians spoke 
the language based on a 2016 Statistics Canada 
report, teaching the language remains a chal-
lenge.

“Many times we don’t have qualified Inuk-
titut teachers, and when we do, we often don’t 
have enough teaching material for teachers to 
use,” explains Inuk author, business owner and 
ex-university educator Jeela Palluq-Cloutier.

The author recently won the 2022 Nunavut 
Literacy Award. She explains, “production of 
resources and having more qualified teachers 
is the challenge. The Department of Education 
is working on a more thorough curriculum for 
teaching Inuktitut. It’s very important to have 
our language not just visible but presented in 
high quality, with high standards of grammar 
and vocabulary.”

Palluq-Cloutier recently turned her focus on 
yet another mission to save her mother tongue: 
helping Facebook translate more than 11,000 
words in Inuktitut.

“The goal was to have an interface as an op-
tion so the language can be used through social 
media,” she said.

When it comes to online resources for learning 
Inuktitut, the options are few. The language is 
not available on the bigger platforms such as 
Duolingo or even the Canadian giant LingQ.

Steve Kauffman, Founder of LingQ, said, “We 
have to have a minimum of content. We have 
a library for every language which consists of 
audio and texts to make mini stories. If people 
were willing to do that for Inuktitut, we would 
put it up, for sure!”

Someone has already applied for the language 
to be added but hasn’t put up enough content to 
be made public, according to Kauffman.

“We can’t say we offer Inuktitut, and you show 
up and there’s nothing in our library,” he said.

Help with syllabics
Another challenge is technology itself. Typing 

in syllabics, which is the alphabet of the lan-
guage, is still inaccessible for most.

Thomassie Mangiok, creator and school admin-
istrator, is trying to fix this issue. His application 
“Inuktitut” will be made public this week. The 
app available on IOS devices will permit users to 
type with a syllabic keyboard. A similar applica-
tion was created in 2015 by the Pirurvik Center 
but hasn’t been available in the last few years.

It took about two months for the creator to 
develop the application.

“The goal was to be able to text in Inuktitut 
with my daughters. It was very frustrating be-
cause my children couldn’t even chat in their 
own language,” said Mangiok.

“It’s modern technology that has brought us 
to an increase in quality of life. The larger part 
of the population in Canada has been operating 
in English and French, what happens to minori-
ties; we’re isolated from the digital progress. 
Culture, safety, social skills, economy, politics, 
basic needs are met through communication, 
it’s essential.”

When it comes to technology advancements, 
being able to type in syllabics isn’t the only 
challenge the Inuktitut-speakers are facing.

“We need better internet speed to have access 
to digital courses. Not only that, we need it to 
create content. It is very expensive to have basic 
internet in the North,” Mangiok added.

Although there are many challenges, Pal-
luq-Cloutier is optimistic for the future of In-
uktitut.

“I don’t think it’s going to disappear because 
of the work we are putting into preserving it. 
The reality of our language is very different 
from community to community. In the Kivalliq 
region, the language is much lower than in the 
Baffin region, and in some communities it’s as 
high as 90-98 per cent.”

She concludes on a positive note.
“My hope is that our language will not just 

survive but thrive. The way it can be done is by 
producing teaching, reading material supporting 
the education system, material that can reach 
the youth.”

Digitalization of the Inuktitut language is getting increasingly important as younger genera-
tions relies on technology for education. Felix Charron-Leclerc/NNSL photo

By Felix Charron-Leclerc
Northern News Services

Local Journalism Initiative
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ᐆᔭᐅᔭᕐᒥ ᐆᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓅᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑐᓂᓯᕗᖅ 
ᐃᓕᑕᒥᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓕᑰᔪᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ, ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃᒥ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ

ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᐱᕕᕐᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕗᒻᒧᐊᕆᓂᖅ 

ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᐃᓕᓂᐅᔪᒥ

ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᐱᕕᒃᓴᖅᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᑦ 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ ᓄᓈᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃ 
ᓅᓐᓂᖓᓂ ᓄᓇᒥᙶᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃᒥ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ, 
ᕼᐊᓂ ᕗᒍᓪ ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ, ᐳᓚᕋᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ 
ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 20−ᒥ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

“ᐃᓱᒪᕗᖓ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ 
ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃᒥ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ. 

“ᐅᕗᙵᖅᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑑᑎᓂ ᓯᓚᒥ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᖃᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᑦᑎᓐᓂ. 
ᓈᓚᒋᐊᖅᑐᖅᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᖃᓄᖅ 
ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖓᓂ ᓅᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓴᓗᒪᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒧᑦ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ.” 

ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃ ᐅᕙᙶᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑐᓕᒪᓂᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 
ᐅᔭᕋᖕᓂ ᐅᖅᓱᐊᓗᒃᓴᓂ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 50 
ᐳᓴᓐᑎᒥ ᖃᐅᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖏᓐᓂ ᓯᕿᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓄᕆᒥ, 
ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ ᓇᑭᙶᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᖅᑰᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᓂ ᑭᐊᒃᓴᐅᑎᓂ, ᓇᐹᖅᑐᓂᙶᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᓇᒥᙶᖅᑐᒥ ᓇᑭᙶᕐᓂᖓᓂ 

ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᐆᔭᐅᔭᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᒧᑦ ᓅᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ, 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓪᓗᓂ ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ ᓄᓈᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᒥᙶᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂᑦᑕᐅᖅ. ᐊᒃᑕᑯᓄᑦ ᑭᐅᒃᓴᐅᑏᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂ ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ−ᐊᐅᓚᐅᑎᖃᕐᕕᓂᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐊᖏᐸᓗᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ ᓄᓈᓐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᒥᙶᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖏᓐᓂ. 

“ᐃᓱᒪᕗᖓ ᐊᑭᒧᑦ−ᐊᑑᑎᖃᑦᑎᐊᓛᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᖃᖅᐳᒍᑦ. ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᑦᑎᓐᓂ, ᐆᒃᑐᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᖃᓚᐅᙱᑦᑐᓂ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᐋᖅᑭᒍᑎᒃᓴᖃᓕᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓕᖕᒥ 
ᓂᒡᓚᓱᒃᑐᒥ, ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᖓᓐᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ. 

“ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᒥᖃᖅᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓱᓕ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᕙᓪᓕᐊᕗᒍᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓯᒪᕗᒍᑦ 

ᐱᓕᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᖃᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᑮᓇᐅᔾᔭᒃᓴᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᒃᓴᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ.” 

ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓅᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᒥᙶᖅᑐᓂ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ, 
ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᒋᕗᖅ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
C02 ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᓯᖔᖓᓂ ᓅᓐᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᐊᖏᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᙱᓚᑦ, ᑕᐃᒫᒃ ᖃᑎᙵᓂᖃᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᖏᔪᓂ ᐊᓂᐊᑎᑦᑎᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᓯᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖃᖅᑐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒥ ᐊᖏᓂᖓᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ. 

ᒫᓐᓇᓕᓴᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓯᓚᒧᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᐋᔩᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᕙᑎᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐋᐱᕕᒃᓴᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ; ᐆᔭᐅᔭᒥ ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᖅ, 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᐃᓕᓂᕐᒥ 

ᐋᒍᔅᑎᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ, ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑏᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᕗᓕᐅᖅᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᓕᒫᒥ 
ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ ᑭᒡᓕᙳᐊᖓᓂ 
ᑲᑎᒪᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓅᒃ, ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ ᓄᓈᓐᓂ. ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᓂᕐᓂ ᓅᒃᒥ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᓂᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᖏᕈᒻᒥ 
ᐅᑯᓇᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ ᓄᓈᓐᓂ 
ᒐᕙᒪᐅᔪᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᕗᓂᒃᓴᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᑕᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᐃᓂᔅᑯᓐᓂ ᑲᑎᓴᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓃᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ. 

“ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒦᑎᓪᓗᖓ 
ᐱᔪᒪᓂᖃᓪᓚᕆᖕᓂᖓᓂ (ᐊᖏᖃᑎᒌᒃᖢᑎᒃ) ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᑦᑕᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐋᑐᕚᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

“ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᖅ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ 
ᐃᓂᐅᕗᖅ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒌᒍᓐᓇᕐᓂᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓴᐃᓕᔪᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᑎᑕᐅᔪᑦ 
ᐱᕚᓪᓕᕈᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ.” 

ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒦᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ 
ᑲᑎᒪᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑲᒥᓴᓇᖓᓐᓂ 
ᐄᕙ ᐋᕆᐊᕐᒥ, ᓯᕗᓕᖅᑎ P.J. ᐊᕿᐊᕈᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᒥᓂᔅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ 
ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑐᙵᕕᒃᑯᓐᓂ.

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Iqaluit

ᑎᐊᓐᒫᒃᒥ ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᖅᑎᒻᒪᕆᒃ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒧᑦ, ᕼᐊᓂ ᕗᒍᓪ ᐃᔅᒃᔭᐃᐅᕐ, 
ᐅᖃᓪᓚᐅᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᓛᖦᖠᐅᑉ 
ᓄ ᓇᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᑯᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᒥᙶᕐᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐆᒻᒪᖅᑯᑎᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 
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ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᖓ
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ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᖅ ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᓪᓗᓂ 
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ: 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑕᖕᒫᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᑎᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᓴᐅᑎᓂᑦ ᐅᕙᓃᖃᑕᐅᕗᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᑐᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᖕᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᓂ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ. 

ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ 
ᐅᕙᓃᑉᐳᖅ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᕐᕉᖕᓂ 
ᒪᓕᒐᐅᔪᓂ, ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᒪᓕᒐᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᐅᓴᐅᑎᓄᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ ᓂᕿᓄᑦ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓅᓕᓴᐅᑎᓄᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖓᓐᓂ. ᐱᐅᓴᐅᑏᑦ 
ᐅᑯᐊᖑᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᐅᐊᓴᐅᑎᑦ, ᓂᐊᖁᒧᑦ 
ᐅᐊᓴᐅᑏᑦ, ᐱᐅᓴᐅᑏᑦ, ᐊᒡᒐᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᐸᓗᖏᓐᓂ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ. 

“ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᐅᓪᓗᑕ ᐊᑐᓲᖑᕗᒍᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑭᒡᓕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᐳᖓ 
ᑕᐃᒃᑯᓂᖓᑐᐊᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᓐᓂ. 
ᐃᓄᓕᒫᑦ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᔪᓐᓇᖅᐸᑕ 
ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᒥᒃ ᐋᓐᓂᕐᓂᖃᕐᓂᕈᓂ, 
ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᒥ, ᐱᕈᖅᓴᐃᓲᖑᕗᖅ 
ᑲᑎᖅᓱᖅᓯᒪᔭᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑕᐃᒫᒃ 
ᕿᓂᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᖅᐳᒍᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐅᓗᕆᐊᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ,” 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᒪᓕᓴ ᓕᒋᐊᕆ, ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔨ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ. 

ᓕᒋᐊᕆ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖃᕐᕕᖓᓃᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᖕᒥ, ᓄᓇᕘᑉ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᖅᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ 

ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᔨᐅᔪᓂ ᖄᒃᑲᓐᓂᐊᒍᑦ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ. 

ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐊᑖᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᐃᓚᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᓂ 
ᓄᓇᒥ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓱᐴᔫᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑕᖕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᑦ ᑐᐲᑦ. 

“ᓂᐅᕕᕈᕕᑦ ᑐᐱᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖃᙱᓚᑎᑦ 
ᐳᓪᓚᖕᒨᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓱᐴᔫᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐅᖅᑰᓴᐅᑎᒥᒃ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ, (ᐃᓕᖕᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᕗᖅ) 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᖁᔨᙱᖦᖢᑎᒃ. ᐃᑯᐊᓪᓚᖁᙱᓐᓇᕕᐅᒃ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒃᑯᕕᑦ, ᑐᐲᑦ ᐃᑭᓴᕋᐃᓐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᑐᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᑦ,” ᓕᒋᐊᕆ 
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᒥ 
ᑲᔪᓰᓐᓇᖅᐸᑦ, ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑏᑦ ᐅᒃᑐᕐᓂᐊᖅᐳᑦ 
ᓂᐊᕕᐊᒃᓴᖃᖅᐸᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᐸᓗᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑐᐱᕐᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᐅᒪᒐᓗᐊᕐᒪᖔᑕ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐱᖁᔭᖏᓐᓂ. ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑐᓂᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᕿᒥᕐᕈᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓᓐᓂ 

ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐅᑯᓄᖓ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ 
ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕆ.ᐅᔭᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᑦ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ 
ᐃᑭᐊᖅᑭᕕᖓᓐᓄᑦ. 

“ᐃᔨᒋᕙᑦᑕᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᐅᑎᓂ ᒪᓂᖅᑲᒥ, 
ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᖅᐳᑎᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖓ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ. 
ᐃᓕᖕᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᒍᓂ ᖃᐅᔨᔪᒪᕗᒍᑦ 
ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕋᑦᑕ, 
ᖃᐅᔨᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᑐᐊᖑᓪᓗᓂ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᖕᒪᖔᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ 
ᑕᐃᒪᐃᒐᔪᖕᓂᖃᕈᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᓕᒫᒥ,” ᓕᒋᐊᕆ 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. 

“ᐋᓐᓂᓪᓗᐊᙱᓚᑎᑦ, 
ᐱᑕᖃᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐋᓐᓂᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒪᒋᖔᖅᑕᕗᑦ.”

ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 20−ᒥ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᕈᖅᑎᑦᑎᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓂᐅᕕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᓴᓇᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐊᑦᑕᓇᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓯᒪᓂᕐᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ. ᑐᕋᕗᕐ ᕋᐃᑦ/
NNSL ᐊᔾᔨᖁᑎᖓ

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Iqaluit
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Consumer reporting an 
essential part of product safety: 
Health Canada
Products ranging from 
camping equipment 
and cosmetics fall under 
consumer product 
safety banner

Health Canada during the week of the 
Nunavut Trade Show came to Iqaluit to 
raise awareness of its Consumer Product 
Safety Program and the role it plays in in-
forming the public with regards to consumer 
products.

The Consumer Product Safety Program 
falls under the umbrella of two acts, the 
Consumer Product Safety Act and cosmetic 
regulations under Food and Drugs Act. Cos-
metics can range from soap, shampoo, make-
up, lotion among other similar products.

“As inspectors we use products, but I’m 
only limited to the circle of people I know. 
If we can get the public to let us know if 
something has injured them, a consumer 
product, it builds our bank of awareness 
so we can pursue more products that are a 
danger to consumers,” explained Melissa 
Legary, Product Safety Officer with Health 
Canada.

Legary while in the Nunavut capital also 
spoke with Nunavut Arctic College, Nun-
avut’s Department of Education, among 
other governmental agencies in addition to 
the Trade Show.

Products which fall under the Consumer 
Product Safety Program include common-
ly used on-the-land items such as portable 
stoves and camping tents.

“If you buy a tent you’re not supposed to 
be using a propane stove or a heat source 
in, (it tells you) not to do that. Because you 
don’t want it to catch on fire. If you do, 
the tents need to fill the flammability re-
quirements. It (can) still catch on fire but it 
won’t just go up in flames quickly,” Legary 
explained.

If concerns around a product continue, 
the inspectors will sample the market for 
similar tents to check if it meets Canadian 
requirements and regulation. Various recalls 
issued by Health Canada can be viewed on 
the Health Canada website

Incidents or concerns surrounding con-
sumer products can be reported through 
Health Canada’s website.

“You’re our eyes and ears on the ground, 
you’re dealing with these products. If it 
hurts you we want to know about it so we 
can do a further inspection on it, to see if 
this is just an isolated incident or if this is 
something that is occurring across Canada,” 
Legary said.

“You don’t have to be hurt, it’s the poten-
tial to be seriously hurt that we care about.”

Health Canada dropped by Iqaluit on September 20 to help raise awareness about consumer product 
safety in Canada. Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Iqaluit
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An easy winner in Arviat
ᐊᔪᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᑯᓗᖕᒥ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ
Norma Jean Kablutsiak’s pike takes top 
prize in annual fall derby

ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᑉ ᓯᐅᓕᖓ ᐱᕗᖅ ᖁᑦᑎᓛᖑᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒥᒃ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ 
ᐅᑭᐊᒃᓵᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Arviat
Local Journalism Initiative

Norma Jean Kablutsiak’s winning fish in the Arviat Pike Derby 
was nearly five inches bigger than second place, and it wasn’t 
even the biggest she’s ever caught.

She caught a 44-inch pike in 2014 when her husband took her 
rodding, and her 2016 pike derby winner was also a few hairs 
bigger than her 2022 pike, which came in at 41 and 7/16 inches.

And not only did she place first in the 2022 Arviat derby, earning 
her $6,000 – she also placed third and seventh, adding another 
$4,800 to the prize takeaway.

“Fishing has always been my passion,” said Kablutsiak. “Ice 
fishing and rodding.”

She travelled up the river by Maguse Lake for this year’s derby, 
which was held Sept. 2 to 5.

“It amazingly didn’t take too long to reel in,” she said about 
her winner. “I was only afraid it would snap my line, but it faced 
me longer so I can reel it in. When it was fighting, one of the 
Elders yelled it looks like a seal because it’s too big. As it got 
close to shore, one of the teenagers got the net to help me get it.”

Pike seem to hang out in the same areas, said Kablutsiak. She 
uses a lake boat to access her preferred spots and her children 
crave the time on the land too.

Nataasha Komakjuak, one of the derby committee members 
and also fourth-place finalist, said a lot of people just relished 
the chance to spend time on the land with their families.

“I hear a lot of people enjoyed their time even if they weren’t 
one of the 10 winners,” she said.

The pike derby is newer than the Arviat trout derby, going 
back five or six years now. A trout and pike derby takes place in 
spring, whereas the September long weekend is for pike only.

“It’s been amazing,” said Komakjuak about the pike derby. “A 
lot of people look forward to this event each fall.”

She thanked the people of Arviat who registered for and attended 
the event, as well as the hamlet for funding and her committee 
members for their work in making it a great time.

2022 Arviat Pike Derby results
1st place – Norma Jean Kablutsiak – 41-7/16”
2nd place – Maggie Manik – 36-5/8”
3rd place – Norma Jean Kablutsiak – 36-9/16”
4th place – Nataasha Komakjuak – 46-3/8”

Norma Jean Kablutsiak holds up her winning pike, measur-
ing in at 41 and 7/16 inches. She also caught the third- and 
seventh-place pike in the Arviat derby. Photo courtesy of 
Norma Jean Kablutsiak

ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑎᒍᒥᐊᖅᐳᖅ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓯᐅᓕᖓᓂ, ᐆᒃᑐᕋᕐᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ 41 ᐊᒻᒪ 7/16 ᐃᓐᓯᔅᓂ 
. ᐱᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ ᐱᖓᔪᖓᓐᓂ−ᐊᒻᒪ 7−ᖓᓂ−ᐃᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓯᐅᓕᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ

Charlie Kigusiutnak settles in for a snack while fishing. Photo 
courtesy of Samantha Ikirtaq Kigusiutnak

ᓵᓕ ᑭᒍᓯᐅᑦᓇᖅ 
ᑕᖁᐊᖅᑐᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᖃᓗᒐᓱᒃᑎᓪᓗᒍ

Joabie Ishalook hauls in a pike during the Arviat derby. Photo 
courtesy of Janet Ishalook

ᔪᐊᐱ ᐄᓴᓗᒃ ᐊᒧᓯᕗᖅ ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒥ 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ

Billy Ukutak fishes in calm 
waters. Photo courtesy of 
Louisa Ukutak

5th place – Andy Illungiayok – 36-1/8”
6th place – Harry Kuksuk – 36”
7th place – Norma Jean Kablutsiak – 35-3/4”
8th place – Andy Illungiayok – 35-5/8”
9th place – Andy Illungiayok – 35-1/2”
10th place – Janet Ishalook – 35-7/16”

ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᑉ ᓵᓚᒃᓴᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᖃᓗᒃᑕᖓ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ 
ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 5 ᐃᓐᓯᔅᑲᓴᖕᓂ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᒪᕐᕈᖓᓂ ᐃᓂᖃᖅᑐᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᖏᓛᖑᓯᒪᙱᓚᖅ ᐱᓯᒪᔭᖓᓐᓂ.

ᐱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 44-ᐃᓐᓯᔅᒥ ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒥ 2014−ᒥ ᐅᐃᖓᑕ 
ᐃᖅᑲᑦᑕᕆᐊᖅᑎᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᓂᐅᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪ 2016−ᒥ ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒥ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᖅᑎᖓ ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᒐᓛᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
2022−ᒥ ᓯᐅᓕᒃᑕᖓᓂ, ᐊᖏᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 41 ᐊᒻᒪ 7/16 ᐃᓐᓯᔅᓂ.

ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ 2022−ᒥ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᓵᓚᖃᖅᖢᓂ $6,000−ᓂ – ᐱᖓᔪᒋᔭᐅᓚᐅᕆᕗᖅ 
ᐊᒻᒪ 7-ᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ, ᐃᓚᓯᒃᑲᓐᓂᖅᑐᒥ $4,800−ᓂ ᓵᓚᖃᐅᓯᐊᒥᒃ 
ᐱᔭᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒌᓐᓇᐅᔭᖅᑕᕋ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ. 
“ᓯᑯᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᓴᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒥ.”

ᐊᐅᓪᓛᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᑉᐸᐅᖓ ᑰᖕᒧᑦ ᒪᒎᔅ ᑕᓯᖓᒍᑦ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒎᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᓯᑎᐱᕆ 2−ᒥ 5−ᒧᑦ.

“ᑲᒪᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᕿᓚᒥᑯᓗᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂᖓᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᓵᓚᒃᓴᕈᑎᐊᓄᑦ. “ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᕿᒃᑐᕋᖅᓯᓂᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᑦᑕᐅᑎᒪ ᐅᐊᔭᖓᓂ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖅᓴᒥ ᓵᙵᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᒧᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᐊᕋᒃᑯ. ᐱᓇᓱᐊᖅᖢᒍ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓄᑐᖃᕐᓂ ᖃᐃᒐᓪᓛᒃᖢᓂ 
ᓇᑦᑎᐅᖅᑰᔨᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᖏᓗᐊᖅᑐᐊᓘᖕᒪᑦ. ᖃᓂᒡᓕᕚᓪᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓯᒡᔭᒧᑦ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᓅᓱᒃᑐᓂ ᐱᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒧᓯᔾᔪᑎᒥᒃ 
ᐅᕙᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒧᓯᓂᓐᓂᑦ.”

ᓯᐅᓕᒃ ᑕᐃᑲᓂᑦᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᐃᓂᐅᔪᓃᒐᔪᒃᐳᑦ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ. ᑕᓯᖅᓯᐅᒻᒥ ᐅᒥᐊᕐᒥ ᐊᑐᓲᖑᕗᖅ ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖃᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᐅᒋᓛᕆᔭᖓᓂ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᕿᑐᕐᙵᖏᑦ 
ᓄᓇᒦᑦᑐᒪᓕᓲᖑᒋᕗᑦᑕᐅᖅ.

ᓇᑖᓴ ᑯᒪᒃᔪᐊᖅ, ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑎᓴᒪᖓᓐᓂ-ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᑭᖑᓪᓕᖅᐹᖅᓯᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 
ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᑦᑎᐊᖅᐳᑦ ᓄᓇᒦᓐᓂᕐᒥᑦᑕᐅᖅ.

“ᑐᓴᖅᓯᒪᕗᖓ ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒍᓱᖕᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᓚᐅᙱᒃᑲᓗᐊᖅᖢᑎᒃ 10−ᓂᒃ ᓵᓚᖃᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂᑦ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓄᑖᖑᓂᖅᓴᐅᕗᖅ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ 
ᐃᖣᕋᕐᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 5- ᓄᑦ 
6−ᓄᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ. ᐃᖣᕋᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒧᑦ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᕙᒃᐳᖅ ᐅᐱᕐᙶᒥ, ᓯᑎᐱᕆᒥ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᑉ ᓄᙳᐊᓂ 
ᓯᐅᓕᑐᐃᓐᓇᒨᕗᖅ.

“ᑲᒪᓇᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᑯᒪᒃᔪᐊᖅ ᓯᐅᓕᖕᒧᑦ 
ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ. “ᐊᒥᓱᐊᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᖁᕕᐊᓲᖑᕗᑦ ᐆᒧᖓ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᓵᑕᒫᑦ.”

ᖁᔭᓕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓚᐅᖃᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᖃᓄᐃᓐᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗᑦᑕᐅᖅ ᕼᐋᒻᓚᒃᑯᓐᓂ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᕋᓛᖑᔪᓂ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᑎᑦᑎᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᒥ.

2022−ᒥ ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ ᓯᐅᓕᒃ ᓵᓚᖃᕋᓱᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖓᓂᐅᔪᑦ
1−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ – 41-7/16”
2−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᒫᒋ ᒪᓂᒃ – 36-5/8”
3−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ – 36-9/16”
4−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᓇᑖᓴ ᑯᒪᒃᔪᐊᖅ – 46-3/8”
5−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᐋᓐᑎ ᐃᓪᓗᖏᐊᔪᒃ – 36-1/8”
6−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᕼᐃᐊᕆ ᖁᒃᓱᒃ – 36”
7−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᓄᐊᒪ ᔩᓐ ᖃᑉᓗᑦᓯᐊᖅ – 35-3/4”
8−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᐋᓐᑎ ᐃᓪᓗᖏᐊᔪᒃ – 35-5/8”
9−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᐋᓐᑎ ᐃᓪᓗᖏᐊᔪᒃ – 35-1/2”
10−ᖓ ᐃᓂᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥ – ᔮᓂᑦ ᐄᓴᓗᒃ – 35-7/16”

ᐱᓕ ᐅᑯᑕᒃ ᐃᖃᓪᓕᐊᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᖅᓱᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᒪᕐᒥ
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Green energy transition presents learned experiences 
for Nunavut, says Danish ambassador to Canada
Additional opportunities for cooperation in health 
and forwarding Arctic peace, says Danish ambassador

There are many opportunities where Nunavut can learn from 
Greenland and Denmark’s transition to more renewable sourc-
es of energy, according to Denmark’s Ambassador to Canada, 
Hanne Fugl Eskjær, who visited Iqaluit on Sept. 20 during the 
Nunavut Trade Show.

“What I think we can offer from Denmark is experience,” 
said Eskjær.

“I’ve come to the Trade Show and to Nunavut with acknowl-
edgement that we all have different climate conditions and needs. 
I very much came to listen and learn how Nunavut is working 
with this transition into more clean energy.”

Denmark went from largely being dependent on fossil fuels to 
producing 50 per cent of its electricity through solar and wind, 
with additional sources of heat and energy coming from incin-
erators, biomass and geothermal sources.

Eskjær spoke on a conference panel about Nunavut’s green 
energy transition while attending the Trade Show, highlighting 
Greenland’s experience in renewables as well. Trash incinera-
tors and five hydro-electric plants make up a significant part of 
Greenland’s renewable sources of energy.

“I think we have some cost-effective solutions. We have learned 

our lessons, we have tried things that did not work out, so now 
we have solutions that could actually work in that cold, Arctic 
climate,” said Eskjær.

“We’ve made part of that journey and we’re still learning but 
we’ve done it in a way where it could go hand-in-hand with 
economic development and job creation.”

While it’s important for the people of the Arctic to make that 
transition to renewable sources of energy, it’s also important for 
the bigger emitters of C02 emissions elsewhere to make that 
transition.

“People in the Arctic are not big emitters, so it has to go hand-
in-hand with the big emitters making changes on a global scale,” 
said Eskjær.

Recent studies published by climate scientists on Communica-
tions Earth and Environment on August 11 estimate the Arctic is 
warming four times faster than the rest of the world.

Breaker: Opportunities for cooperation; Green Energy, 
Health and Peace

In late August Northern premiers and leaders from across the 
Arctic attended the Arctic Circle Forum in Nuuk, Greenland. 
Included among the meetings taking place in Nuuk was the 
signing of a memorandum of understanding between the Nunavut 
and Greenlandic governments to help establish a future working 
relationship.

The same spirit of cooperation existed for the Danish delegation 

Danish ambassador to Canada, Hanne Fugl Eskjær, spoke 
about the Greenlandic experience in building more renew-
able sources of energy in Iqaluit on September 20, 2022. 
Trevor Wright/NNSL photo

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Iqaluit

while they were in Iqaluit, said Eskjær.
“I felt when I was in Nunavut there was a real interest (in coop-

eration) and I feel the same in Ottawa and other places,” she said.
“Health and mental health for our Elders is an area where we 

could work together and having a peaceful Arctic where the 
developments are to the benefit of the peoples of the North.”

While in Nunavut the Ambassador also met with Nunavut 
Commissioner Eva Aariak, Premier P.J. Akeeagok and various 
Nunavut ministers as well as Inuit Organizations such as the 
Qikiqtani Inuit Association and Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated.

Arctic Winter Games performers 
wanted

Nunavut
The 2023 Arctic Winter Games are coming up in Wood Buffalo, 

Alta., in January and Team Nunavut is looking for some people 
to help fill the cultural contingent.

In order to be considered, applicants must be born between Jan. 
1, 2001 and Dec. 21, 2007. Groups must have between three to 
six performers with a manager, and must agree to complete all 
registration requirements, including obtaining a criminal record 
check and vulnerable sector check.

You can get the application form at the GN website and the 
deadline to apply is Oct. 3.

Board members wanted
Iqaluit

Qaggiavuut was busy earlier this month getting its affairs in 
order for the upcoming year.

The organization, which supports artists in the territory with 
a focus on Inuit, hosted its annual general meeting on Sept. 24 
in Iqaluit. There was a chance for both in-person participation 
and virtual attendance. It was open to anyone who supports 
Qaggiavuut’s mandate.

Those who joined the board have some commitments to stick 
to, such as attending a minimum of five board and/or committee 
meetings, attend events Qaggiavuut events from time to time, and 
the continued support of the organization’s mandate.

Around Around NunavutNunavut
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New scholarship in honour of 
murdered Nunavummiut

Nunavut
The Department of Health is ensuring the memory of Savanna 

Pikuyak won’t be forgotten.
Health Minister John Main announced on Sept. 21 the cre-

ation of an annual $5,000 scholarship in her name that will be 
given to a Nunavut Inuk student who plans to enter the field 
of pre-nursing studies.

“The Department of Health and I do not want Savanna’s 
death to be in vain,” Main stated. “Instead, we want her mem-
ory to serve as an inspiration and motivation to more young 
Nunavummiut who want to pursue a nursing career.”

Pikuyak had moved to Ottawa to begin her studies earlier 
this month when she was found stabbed to death in a shared 
apartment she had just moved in to. Nikolas Ibey of Ottawa 
has been charged with second-degree murder in relation to 
the case.

Bivalent Covid-19 vaccine now 
avaliable

Nunavut
The Department of Health is announcing that, following 

approval by Health Canada, Moderna’s Spikevax Bivalent 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine is now available in Nunavut.

Due to limited supply, the vaccine will be available as a 
booster dose to Elders living in the community who are 70 
years and older and all residents and staff in long term care 
facilities, who have received their primary series of a COVID-
19 vaccine at least three months ago. Eligibility for this vaccine 
will be expanded as supply increases.

“The bivalent vaccine is the newest tool in our fight against 
COVID-19,” said Dr. Michael Patterson, Nunavut’s Chief 
Public Health Officer. “The bivalent vaccine available in 
Canada is designed to provide protection against both the 
original strain of COVID-19 and the Omicron variant. It is 
safe and effective at reducing the risk of severe disease, hos-
pitalization, and death.”

The bivalent vaccine can be given at the same time as the 
flu shot.

“This new vaccine will offer even more protection to Nun-
avummiut, and I encourage everyone who is eligible, to get their 
shot,” said Health Minister John Main. “I want to remind all 
Nunavummiut that our best protection against COVID-19 this 
fall is to follow all public health guidance, get vaccinated, wear 
a mask, and stay home when sick, and take a rapid self test.”

Previous COVID-19 mRNA vaccines continue to be available 
to all Nunavummiut six months and older and appointments 
for first, second or booster doses can be made by calling your 
local health centre or Public Health unit.

If you have questions about the vaccine, call the COVID-
19 hotline at 1-888-975-8601 between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
EST from Monday to Friday, or visit www.gov.nu.ca/health/
information/covid-19-vaccination.
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Inuit-specific Pirurviapik Childcare 
Facility opens up in Ottawa
Goal to provide 
solid foundation for 
Inuktitut literacy

The Inuit-specific Piruviapik 
Childcare Centre has opened up 
in Ottawa’s east end, situated in 
the former Rideau High School 
it brings together traditional 
values and culturally sensitive 
programming for Inuit infants, 
pre-schoolers and toddlers living 
in the nation’s capital.

Operated by the Inuuqatigiit 
Centre, the childcare facility 
was three years in the making, 
this included a one million dollar 
renovation which incorporated 
Inuit design elements.

“I am certain this will be the 
first in many honours this centre 

will achieve in the years ahead,” 
said Mona Fortier, MP for Ot-
tawa-Vanier who was present 
during Piruviapik’s grand open-
ing.

Country food and bannock were 
served at the grand opening event.

One of the aims for Piruviapik 
is to provide a foundation for 
it’s students to achieve literacy 
in Inuktitut grounded in Inuit Qa-
ukimajatuqangit.

Inuuqatigiit was first established 
in 2005 by the parents of those 
enrolled in Tungasuvvingat Inuit’s 
Head Start Children’s Program. 
Today Inuuqatigiit continues to 
serve Inuit families in Ottawa 
with educational, social, cultur-
al and recreational services for 
those families.

Heather Ochalski, director of the 
Inuuqatigiit Centre welcomes the opening 
of the Piruviapik Centre. Photo courtesy 
of Inuuqatigiit Centre

By Trevor Wright
Northern News Services

Ottawa
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