
Kivalliq NewsKivalliq NewsKivalliq NewsKivalliq NewsKivalliq News
  Nunavut's Award Winning Voice of KivalliqWEDNESDAY, October 5, 2022 Vol 28 No 40 $1.00

7 71605 00500 3

Publication mail Contract #40012157

7 71605 00500 3

Publication mail Contract #40012157

News News Arts

James Koomak models 
a coat made by Nazie 
Darehshoripour at the 
Kivalliq Trade Show 
fashion show. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Kivalliq Inuit Association 
talks up hydro-fibre link 

with Manitoba

Arviat rapper Jacob 
Okatsiak prepares for 
release of his album

Gayle Uyagaqi 
Kabloona’s work 
displayed on new 
Canada Post stamp

Representing Representing 
in stylein style

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐃᓇᖏᖅᓯᕗᖅ

2022−ᒥ ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᑕᑯᕗᖅ ᑲᖏᖅᖠᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖃᕐᔪᐊᖅᑐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᔭᐅᔪᓂ

ᔭᐃᒥᓯ ᑯᒪᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᐳᖅ 
ᔭᐃᑲᒥᒃ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᔪᒥ 
ᓈᓯ ᑎᐊᕆᓱᕆᐳᐊᕐᒧᑦ 
ᑭᕙᓪᓕᕐᒥ 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᓕᐊᓂ 
ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ rapper ᔭᐃᑯᑉ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐸᕐᓇᒃᐳᖅ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖓᓂ

ᒐᐃᔪᓪ ᐅᔭᒐᕿ ᑲᑉᓗᓈᑉ ᓴᓇᐅᒐᖓ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑕᐅᕗᖅ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᖓᑕ ᓂᕕᙵᑕᖓᓂ

ᑭᕙᓪᓕᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᖃᑎᖃᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ-ᕙᐃᐸᒧᑦ ᑲᓱᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᒫᓂᑑᐸᒥ

Trade show takes over
2022 Kivalliq Trade Show sees Rankin Inlet buzzing with industry

ᑭᒡᒐᖅᑐᐃᔪᖅ 
ᐊᓐᓄᕌᑦᑎᐊᕙᓂ
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Did we get it wrong?
Kivalliq News is committed to getting facts and names right. 

With that goes a commitment to acknowledge mistakes and run 
corrections. If you spot an error in Kivalliq News, call (867) 645-
3223 and ask to speak to the editor, or email kivalliqnews@nnsl.
com. We'll get a correction or clarification in as soon as we can.

í±ØÍ≤ÒáíÔÄ?
ï·∆¿Í´ ≤áflúòî ÖÚÊéÔÒπØflî Ç≤úõ¿Ö≤ú Ö±Ø ÖéÍ≤ú 

áîéÖ≤Í´ú. íØêØ Äƒù‚ ÖÚÊéÔÒπØ≤Ò Ä¿íÒπÕ‰ÖÔÍ≤Í´ú 
í±ØÒíÇÀ≤ú Ö±Ø ÜÒïùÖÒπ¿Í≤Ò.  íò∏≤Ê›î í±ØÒπØÀ´ú 
ï·∆¿Ò ≤áfl≤, ÇÔ¬∆¬éî Çflˆ (867) 645-3223 Ö±Ø 
ÇÔÍ›ùÀØ¬ü ÜÒïúªÄ«, Ç„·√∏≥î Ô‰íÇÕúòî ééËÍ¬éî 
Çflˆ kivalliqnews@nnsl.com. ÜÒïùÖËª∏≤ÖÒíflî Ç„·√∏≥î 
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Hydro-fibre link promoted
Rankin Inlet

Kono Tattuinee, president of the Kivalliq Inuit Associ-
ation, was bullish on the Kivalliq-Manitoba connection 
during his speech to delegates at the Kivalliq Trade Show 
Tuesday, Sept. 27.

“When the Kivalliq region booms, Manitoba booms,” 
said Tattuinee.

“When we work together, both our regions will see bene-
fits from economic development. Our economic connection 
to Manitoba cannot be understated.”

He used much of his speech to talk up the Kivalliq Hydro 
Fibre Link, a proposed mega infrastructure project that 
would create a transmission line and high-speed internet 
from Manitoba to the Kivalliq.

Tattuinee said too often trade discussions are based on 
east-west, when north-south connections in Canada are 
vital too.

“Truly, to get our industries, institutions, businesses and 
homes off burning diesel and unlock the potential of our 
region for future generations to come, we need grid-con-
nected renewable transmission power,” said Tattuinee.

Raymond Ningeocheak 
remembered

Coral Harbour
Officials at Nunavut Tunngavik Inc. expressed sadness 

over the passing of former NTI vice-president and board 
member Raymond Ningeocheak last week.

“On behalf of Nunavut Inuit, I give my deepest condo-
lences to Raymond’s family. He will forever be remem-
bered as a true and selfless leader,” stated president Aluki 
Kotierk in a news release.

“For nearly forty years, Raymond put the advancement 
of Inuit before all else, a sacrifice which led to the final-
ization of the Nunavut Agreement,” added vice-president 
James Eetoolook.

“Raymond was one of the signatories of the Agreement 
as the Second Vice-President of Tungavik Federation of 
Nunavut. Nunavut owes much gratitude for his tireless 
work, and I am privileged to have worked with him for 
so many years.”

Ningeocheak is remembered as a strong supporter along 
with Louis Pilakapsi, of the late Simionie Qaunaq’s hunt 
of a bowhead whale at a time when it was prohibited. 
He was also a leader in Inuit self-determination in polar 
bear management, as well as promoting NTI’s trichinella 
testing program.

Earlier in 2022, Ningeocheak’s family raised tens of 
thousands of dollars to fly the 81-year-old Elder home 
to Coral Harbour from Embassy West in Ottawa, where 
he had been under medical care and was being treated 
for dementia.

A feast of traditional foods is held at the com-
munity hall in Coral Harbour to commemorate 
the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
Photo courtesy of Leonie Pameolik

Trade show brings 
North together
Networking, economic impacts bolster region

The Kivalliq Trade Show costs upwards 
of $350,000 to host, but society president 
Robert Connelly says the spinoff benefits 
to the region dwarf that number.

Between flights, accommodation, ca-
tering, transportation and all the ancillary 
needs and services, the trade show injects 
about $750,000 into the local economy.

“That’s a big boost for the regional econ-
omy, and of course Rankin Inlet as the 
host community benefits a lot from that,” 
said Connelly.

The show was last hosted in person in 
2019, though the society continued to run 
virtual events during the pandemic. It was 
also the first time the conference could 
be held at the Agnico Eagle Arena, which 
made coordination far easier, as delegates 
didn’t have to be bused to different venues 
for different events.

This year’s show, held Sept. 26-28, in-
cluded 190 delegates and 47 exhibitors.

Connelly said the arts market generated 
$12,000 in sales, with another $50,000 
in fur sales.

The silent auction at the closing night 
gala raised more than $24,000, some of 
which went to the Arctic Rose Founda-
tion and some to bolstering the Kivalliq 
Entrepreneurship Program.

“This is an Inuit-led initiative,” said 
Connelly about the event, which featured 
Inuit speakers, committee members and 
presenters.

Twenty-two sponsors helped make the 
event possible, and Connelly was especially 
proud that the show is largely driven by 
the private sector.

“The business community has been ex-
tremely supportive,” he said. “The vast ma-
jority of the budget that’s put together for 

this event comes from the private sector.”
He couldn’t say enough about the Hamlet 

of Rankin Inlet’s contributions.
“We are so fortunate,” said Connelly to 

the background sound of recreation staff 
tearing down the event in record time. 
“David Clark and his entire recreation 
crew, Mayor (Harry) Towtongie and Dar-
ren Flynn, the senior administrative officer, 
have been supportive from day one. The 
hamlet, if I had to estimate, gave us tens of 
thousands of dollars in labour and support 
towards the trade show. We couldn’t do it 
without them”

Positive vibes filled the air during the 
show, and Connelly credited that to peo-
ple’s desire to gather in person again.

“That’s an important aspect of doing busi-
ness in Nunavut,” said Connelly. “Those 
in-person meetings, that networking and 
sitting down, working out the deals that are 
there to be had, talking about opportunities 
that are available.”

A big part for him was being able to 
look around at the full rooms and knowing 
almost everybody there.

“At the end of the day, all of the busi-
nesses that are here, we are neighbours,” 

said Connelly. “We share land and resourc-
es. We depend on each other for support, 
training, capacity building, employees and 
business.”

His committee is already hard at work 
booking next year’s event.

Robert Connelly, president of the 
Kivalliq Trade Show Society, addresses 
the crowd Tuesday, Sept. 27. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Kono Tattuinee, president of the 
Kivalliq Inuit Association, fills in as 
a keynote speaker and talks up the 
Kivalliq Hydro-Fibre Link. Stewart 
Burnett/NNSL photo

Delegates gather to take in the morning’s speeches and network as the 2022 
Kivalliq Trade Show kicks off in Rankin Inlet Tuesday, Sept. 27. Stewart Burnett/
NNSL photo

RANKIN INLET
STREET talk
with Stewart Burnett 

Q: What has been your favourite part of 
the Kivalliq Trade Show so far?

“To be able to 
meet in person 
again after 
Covid. It’s nice 
to be able to 
network and 
meet people 
again.”
Louis Dornez

“For me it’s just 
meeting all the 
locals. Every-
one’s been so 
kind. It’s been 
a very welcom-
ing experience. 
I love the 
clothes and 
culture.”
Andrew Baker

“I think hon-
estly having 
folks come by. 
Having the 
open floor has 
been the best 
part about it.”
Ciera Lee-
Kooneeliusie

“My favourite part 
of the trade show 
is getting together 
with everybody 
and seeing all 
the different 
opportunities that 
Nunavut has – and 
the art show and 
amazing talent the 
people here have.”
Sally Cormier-
Ittinuar

“Meeting 
the young 
entrepreneurs. 
We help 
businesses 
get started up, 
so the entre-
preneurship 
class has come 
by and asked 
questions.”
Marg Epp

“Seeing the 
people, familiar 
faces and the 
amazing talent 
they had at the 
entertainment 
show last 
night.”
Christina Best

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet
Local Journalism Initiative
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Pandemic launches art career
Baker Lake artist designs new Canada Post stamp

For many, the pandemic shut down or at least in-
terrupted normal life. But for some, like Baker Lake 
artist Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona, it sparked change 
and new direction.

Kabloona is originally from Baker Lake but grew up 
in the south. As an adult she moved to Nunavut and 
lived in Iqaluit for seven years working a variety of 
roles for government and Inuit organizations.

“I enjoyed making things and I liked doing art but 
it didn’t really seem like a good career option as a 
young person,” she said.

“But then during the pandemic I decided to give it a 
go because I was really unhappy in what I was doing 
at the time, and it’s taken off really quickly actually. I 
didn’t expect to get so well-known in only a few years.”

One of her early successes was designing ‘thinking 
of you’ cards that people could send to loved ones 
when lockdowns meant travel and meeting in person 
weren’t possible.

She learned quickly that people wanted her art in 
their homes and to give as gifts. She has since turned 

her passion into a full-time career, with some large 
partnerships like a new stamp collection from Canada 
Post and creating wallpapers for Google Pixel.

Released in time for the National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation, four new stamps – including a 
design by Kabloona – are the first in an annual series 
showcasing the visions of First Nations, Inuit and 
Metis artists in the context of truth and reconciliation.

“I believe each group within Canada has a different 
responsibility for reconciliation,” said Kabloona about 
the initiative.

“For Indigenous People, our responsibility is to 
ourselves and to others within our communities — 
learning or passing on our language and culture that 
was attacked only one generation ago. I created a 
woman lighting a qulliq, the traditional Inuit stone 
lamp used for heat and light to signify caretaking. 
This woman is carrying on in her culture as she has 
always done, taking care of herself and others and 
healing.”

Next on Kabloona’s list is a piece she’s working on 
for Carleton University. The artist encourages young 
people to put their work out there.

“I would say just keep doing it and don’t be afraid 
to put it out in the world,” said Kabloona when asked 
about advice for young artists.

Four new stamps from Canada Post serve to 
bring awareness to the history of residential 
schools. Baker Lake artist Gayle Uyagaqi 
Kabloona designed the one in the top right. 
Photo courtesy of Canada Post

Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona started taking her art 
seriously during the pandemic, and it’s quickly 
turned into a full-time career. Her work is part 
of a new collection of stamps from Canada 
Post encouraging awareness and reflection 
on the legacy of residential schools. Photo 
courtesy of Gayle Uyagaqi Kabloona

Trade show a hit for the Kivalliq
Much more potential to increase overall brand of region

When Kivalliq Trade Show Soci-
ety president Robert Connelly an-
nounced to the crowd in his opening 
remarks that keynote speaker Susan 
Aglukark couldn’t make the function, 
it seemed like a rough start for the 
show.

Although Kono Tattuinee and Ga-
briel Karlik did a great job filling in, 
the featured speaker is a pretty big 
deal at any conference, so Aglukark’s 
absence, plus the sudden winter chill 
in the air, seemed to forebode a qui-
eter show than expected.

But one thing stood out while doing 
streeters on the last day of the confer-
ence: how happy, cheery and eager to 
talk everyone was, from trade show 
delegates to passersby.

That sentiment was 
echoed by others who 
also remarked about 
the positive energy in 
the room.

The fashion show 
and entertainment 
night were equally 
spectacular.

Evidently, the lack 
of the featured key-
note speaker and cold 
temperatures outside 
didn’t dull the event, 
which was finally back 
to being held in-per-
son after three years 
of pandemic setbacks.

People seemed glad 
to be able to network in person and 
you could sense an eagerness for 

northern businesses to 
connect and get back to 
doing business in the 
North.

As well, I can’t help 
but notice how much 
more meat on the bone 
there is in the Kivalliq 
than is currently being 
celebrated.

The fashion show 
was a quick event in 
difficult lighting – but 
our photos on social 
media reached more 
than 10 times our fol-
lower base, indicating 
heavy demand for the 
beauty and clothing 

of the Kivalliq. The post especially 
gained traction among Alaskan Inuit 

communities.
Agnico Eagle, Ilitaqsiniq and other 

organizations were all dropping some 
impressive news about their work in 
the region, not enough of which has 
been highlighted. With little media in 
the Kivalliq, and precious few com-
munications officers, folks in town 
know about the good work these or-
ganizations do but not nearly enough 
outside of the region are aware.

The potential for the Kivalliq to 
grow its overall brand and presence 
on the Canadian and Inuit stage is 
massive. There is a lot of talent, 
beauty and ingenuity here.

Events like the Kivalliq Trade 
Show are necessary to help keep that 
fire of exposure burning, and we need 
much more, because there’s a lot of 
air for this inferno to feed off of.
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ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᓂᐅᔪᒥ

ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎ ᓴᓇᕗᖅ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ 
ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥ ᓂᐱᙵᑕᕐᒥ

ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ, ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ ᒪᑐᓯᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐸᒡᕕᓵᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓅᓯᕆᔭᐅᒐᔪᒃᑐᒥ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᓲᕐᓗ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᒧᑦ ᒐᐃᔪᓪ ᐅᔭᒐᕿ 
ᖃᑉᓗᓈᒧᑦ, ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ ᑐᕌᒐᖃᓕᕐᓂᕐᒥ.

ᖃᑉᓗᓈ ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᓪᓚᕆᐅᕗᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐱᕈᖅᓴᓯᒪᕗᖅ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ. ᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᖅᖢᓂ 
ᓅᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂᕐᒥᐅᑕᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 7−ᓄᑦ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᓂ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ 
ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ.

“ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᔭᖃᖅᐳᖓ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓐᓇᓂ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᕙᕋ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ 
ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᑦᑎᐊᕙᖃᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᓂᕈᐊᒐᒃᓴᐅᔫᔮᓚᐅᙱᓚᖅ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᖢᓂ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ.

“ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕆᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐆᒃᑐᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᓚᐅᙱᓐᓇᒪ 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓱᒃᑲᔪᐊᓗᖕᒥ 
ᐱᒋᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. ᓂᕆᐅᓚᐅᙱᓚᖓ 
ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᕐᔪᐊᓕᕐᓂᐊᕐᓂᓐᓂ ᖃᔅᓯᐊᕐᔪᑯᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂ.”

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ‘ᐃᓕᖕᓂ ᐃᓱᒪᕗᖓ’ ᐸᐃᑉᐹᓂ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑦᑐᓐᓇᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓇᒡᓕᒋᔭᒥᓄᑦ ᐊᓂᑦᑕᐃᓕᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑐᑭᖃᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᐊᐅᓪᓛᕐᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑲᑎᒪᓂᑦ ᐅᐸᒃᓯᒪᓗᑎᒃ ᐊᔪᕐᓇᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ.

ᕿᓚᒥᐊᓗᒃ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐱᔪᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᒐᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖏᕐᕋᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓲᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ. ᑕᐃᒪᙵᓂ ᐊᓕᐊᓇᐃᒋᕐᔪᐊᖅᑕᖓᓂ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑎᒥ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔮᕆᓕᖅᐸᖓ, ᐃᓚᖏᓐᓂ 

ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᖃᕐᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᓲᕐᓗ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ 
ᓂᐱᙵᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓇᓂᕐᒥ ᓴᓂᕋᕐᒥᐅᑕᒃᓴᓂ Google Pixel 
ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᒃᑰᕈᑎᓂ.

ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᓇᓚᐅᑦᑎᔪᒥ ᑲᐅᕼᐅᑉ ᐅᓪᓗᖓᓂ 
ᓱᓕᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᐃᒻᒪᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓄᑖᓂ 
ᓂᐱᙵᑕᓂ – ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓴᓇᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᒥ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᒧᑦ – 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᕗᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᑕᒫᒥ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᔪᒥ 
ᑕᐅᑐᙳᐊᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᓪᓚᓄᑦ, ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓪᓚᖓᔪᓄᑦ 
ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᐅᔪᓂ ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓱᓕᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᓴᐃᒻᒪᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᐅᒃᐱᕈᓱᒃᐳᖓ ᐊᑐᓂ ᑲᑎᙵᓂᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᒥ ᑲᒪᒋᔭᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓴᐃᒻᒪᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᑉᓗᓈ ᐱᒋᐊᕈᑕᐅᔪᒥ.

“ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐃᓄᖕᓄᑦ, ᑲᒪᒋᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᑕᕗᑦ 
ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᑦᑕ ᐃᓗᐊᓂ — 
ᐃᓕᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ ᐱᐅᓯᖃᑎᒌᖑᔪᓄᑦ 
ᐊᑯᓂᐅᑎᒋᔪᒥᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ. ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖓ ᐊᕐᓇᒥ ᐃᑭᑦᑐᔪᒥᒃ 
ᖁᓪᓕᕐᒥᒃ, ᐱᖅᑯᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒍᑦ ᐃᓄᐃᑦ ᐅᔭᖅᑲᒥ ᖁᓪᓕᖓ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᒃᑐᖅ ᐅᖅᑰᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᖃᐅᒪᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐸᖅᑭᔨᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ. ᐅᓇ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᓇᒃᓴᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓕᖅᑯᓯᖓᓂ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᓯᒪᐃᓐᓇᕐᓂᖓᓂ, ᐃᒻᒥᓂᒃ 
ᐸᖅᑭᓪᓗᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᒪᒥᓴᕐᓂᐅᕗᖅ.”

ᒪᓕᒃᑐᒥ ᖃᑉᓗᓈᑉ ᐱᔭᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᓯᒪᔭᖓᓂ 
ᑳᕈᑎᓐ ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᒡᔪᐊᒧᑦ. ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᕗᖅ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ ᐃᓕᓯᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒥᓂᑦ ᑕᖅᑲᐅᖓ.

“ᐅᖃᕋᔭᖅᐳᖓ ᐱᓕᕇᓐᓇᖅᐸᒡᓗᒍ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᙱᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᓕᒫᒧᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᖃᑉᓗᓈ ᐊᐱᕆᔭᐅᒐᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓄᑦ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎᓂ.

ᑎᓴᒪᓂ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᓂ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᕐᓂᐊᕐᕕᖓᓂ 
ᓂᐱᙵᑕᐅᔪᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥ 
ᐱᔨᑦᑎᕋᖅᐳᖅ ᑐᓂᓯᓂᕐᒥ ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓂ. 
ᖃᒪᓂᑦᑐᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᖅᑎ ᒐᐃᔪᓪ ᐅᔭᒐᕿ 
ᖃᑉᓗᓈ ᓴᓇᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐆᒥᖓ ᖁᓛᓂ ᑕᓕᖅᐱᖕᒥ.

ᒐᐃᔪᓪ ᐅᔭᒐᕿ ᖃᑉᓗᓈ ᑎᑎᕋᐅᔭᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᐱᓪᓚᕆᐅᒋᓕᓚᐅᖅᐸᖓ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᐊᒥᓱᓄᑦ 
ᖃᓂᒻᒪᓐᓇᐅᔪᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓱᒃᑲᔪᒥ 
ᐅᓪᓗᓕᒫᖅᓯᐅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᐃᖅᑲᓴᐃᔮᕆᓕᖅᐸᖓ. 
ᐱᓕᕆᓂᖓ ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᖃᑕᐅᕗᖅ ᓂᐱᙵᑕᐅᔪᓂ 
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒃᑯᕕᖕᒥ ᑲᔪᖏᖅᓴᐃᔪᒥ 
ᐅᔾᔨᕈᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᓂᕐᒥ 
ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᑯᓂ ᐊᐅᓪᓚᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕆᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᕙᓚᐅᖅᑐᓄᑦ.
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The Drake of Nunavut
Arviat rapper Jacob Okatsiak 
releases new single, album coming

From heartfelt tributes to aggressive rap and 
music production, when it comes to hip-hop, 
Arviat’s Jacob Okatsiak can just about do it all.

His many musical talents help explain why he’s 
been dubbed ‘the Drake of Nunavut,’ a title that 
surprised him when he first heard it.

“I never thought I’d be perceived as the Drake 
of Nunavut,” said Okatsiak with a smile between 
flights.

The Hitmakerz-signed rapper was on his way 
to Iqaluit to perform at the NUPOP showcase 
festival.

He just released Fly High, the lead track on 
his upcoming album Inuugapta, scheduled for 
release in early 2023.

The song is a tribute to his late friend Nigvik.
Okatsiak remembers working to sanitize and 

clean up playgrounds during Covid when he ran 
into Nigvik. The two had a conversation he’ll 
never forget.

“I had just recently put out a song that time, 
and he was like, ‘Hey Philip (Okatsiak’s legal 

first name), you should try to make a cool song 
I could listen to some day,’” recalled Okatsiak.

It was only a few weeks later that Nigvik was 
lost in a tragic camping accident.

Fly High talks about hoping Nigvik is having 
a good time in heaven, and wondering if he’s 
playing hockey or soccer up there.

Okatsiak’s 15-track debut album features sev-
eral other Nunavut rappers, including Shauna 
Seeteenak, Hyper-T and Chris Jr. Mikeeuneak. 
The music has a range of styles and covers dif-
ferent subjects.

“Fly High is a tribute, a heartfelt song to my 
friend,” said Okatsiak. “Whereas other songs 
like Eliminate and Undefeated are like ‘Rrr, I 
can rap rap.’ Then there’s songs like Drowning, 
which is based off sort of a failed relationship. 
There’s this one song called Smile, a happy song. 
It ranges from all different emotions.”

Most of the album is in English, but he per-
forms some parts in Inuktitut, like the chorus 
on Fly High.

Okatsiak says he’s done enough writing for this 
album that he has enough content for two more.

“I want to see where this is going to go as 
my first album,” he said. “Seeing that Fly High 
is doing extremely well and it’s having some 

Jacob Okatsiak’s music ranges from heartfelt songs about people he’s lost to hardcore rap 
tracks. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Jacob Okatsiak’s debut album under the Hitmakerz label is slated for an early 2023 release. 
The Arviat rapper has been called ‘the Drake of Nunavut.’ Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo
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ᑐᕋᐃᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ rapper ᔭᐃᑯᑉ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᕗᖅ ᓄᑖᖑᔪᒥ 

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᔪᒥ, ᓂᔾᔮᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᖅ

ᐆᒻᒪᑎᒧᑦ ᐃᒃᐱᖕᓇᖅᑐᓂ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓂ 
ᓴᙱᔪᓄᑦ rap−ᒧᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓴᕐᓈᕐᓂᕐᒥ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ, ᐅᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ hip-hop, 
ᐊᕐᕕᐊᕐᒥᐅᑕᖅ ᔭᐃᑯᑉ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᒐᓚᖕᓂ 
ᐱᓕᕆᔪᓐᓇᖅᐳᖅ.

ᐊᒥᓱᓂ ᓂᔾᔮᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᔪᙱᓐᓂᖓ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐃᓂᒃᑳᕆᓂᖓᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᑦ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
‘ᑐᕋᐃᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ,’ ᑕᐃᒎᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᑲᒪᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᑐᒥ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᑐᓴᕋᒥᐅᒃ.

“ᐃᓱᒪᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᙱᓚᖓ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓂᓐᓂ 
ᑐᕋᐃᒃᓯ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ,” ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
ᖁᖓᔮᖅᖢᓂ ᖃᖓᑕᓲᒃᑰᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᖓᓂ.

Hitmakerz-ᑯᓐᓂ ᐊᑎᓕᐅᖅᑕᐅᔪᒥ rap-
per ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓄᙵᐅᕙᓪᓕᐊᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐱᙳᐊᕆᐊᖅᑐᖅᖢᓂ NUPOP ᑕᑯᒃᓴᐅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒍᑕᐅᔪᒥ.

ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑦᑎᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ Fly High−ᒥ, 
ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᓂᔾᔮᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᑎᑭᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᒥ 
ᓂᔾᔮᑎᓕᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐃᓅᒐᑉᑕᒥ, ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᐅᑕᐅᔪᖅ 
2023 ᐱᒋᐊᕐᓂᐸᓗᐊᓂ.

ᐃᙱᐅᓯᖅ ᑐᕌᖓᕗᖅ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂ 
ᓂᒡᕕᒃᒧᑦ.

ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ ᐃᖅᑲᓇᐃᔭᖅᖢᓂ 
ᐃᕐᕈᖅᑐᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᐊᒻᒪ ᓴᓗᒻᒪᖅᓴᐃᓂᕐᒥ ᓯᓚᒥ 

ᐱᙳᐊᕐᕕᐅᔪᓂ ᓄᕙᒡᔪᐊᕐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐹᖅᓯᒐᒥ 
ᓂᒡᕕᒃᒧᑦ. ᒪᕐᕉᒃ ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖕᓂᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᑦ 
ᐱᐅᒍᓚᐅᖅᓯᒪᔾᔮᙱᑕᖓᓂ.

“ᐃᙱᐅᓯᓕᐅᓵᓚᐅᖅᑎᓪᓗᖓ ᑕᐃᔅᓱᒪᓂ, ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐃᒪᐃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ, ‘ᕼᐊᐃ ᕕᓕᑉ (ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐊᑎᓪᓚᕆᖓ), ᐃᙱᐅᓯᑦᑎᐊᕚᓗᓕᐅᓪᓗᐊᕋᕕᑦ 
ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ ᓈᓚᒍᓐᓇᓛᖅᑕᓐᓂ,’” ᐃᖅᑲᐅᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ.

ᖃᒡᓯᐊᕐᔪᖕᓂ ᐱᓇᓱᐊᕈᓯᐅᔪᓂ ᐊᓂᒍᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 
ᓂᒡᕕᒃ ᐃᓅᔪᓐᓃᓚᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᑕᖕᒫᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 
ᐱᕐᕈᓗᐊᕿᓂᕐᔪᐊᖑᔪᒥ.

Fly High ᐅᖃᓪᓚᖕᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑕᕝᕙᑐᖅ ᓂᒡᕕᒃ 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᐳᖅ ᕿᓚᖕᒥ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᓪᓗᓂ ᕼᐋᑭᕐᒪᖔᑦ 
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕿᔭᖅᖢᓂ ᑕᑉᐹᓂ.

ᐅᖃᑦᓯᐊᑉ 15-ᓂ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᓕᖕᓂ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ 
ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖓᓂ ᐃᓗᓕᖃᖅᐳᖅ 
ᖃᔅᓯᒐᓚᖕᓂ ᐊᓯᖏᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ rappers−ᓂ, 
ᐃᓚᖃᖅᑐᒥ ᓵᓇ ᓰᑏᓐᓇᖅ, Hyper-T ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᑯᕆᔅ ᓄᑲᖅᖠᖅ ᒥᑮᐅᓂᐊᒃ. ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖑᔪᖅ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᐅᕐᓂᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᖅᐳᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᑦᑐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᓂ.

“Fly High ᑐᕌᖓᕗᖅ, ᐆᒻᒪᑎᒧᑦ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᖅ ᐱᖃᓐᓇᕆᔭᓐᓄᑦ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ. “ᐅᑯᐊᓕ ᐊᓯᖏᑦ 
ᐃᙱᐅᓯᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ Eliminate ᐊᒻᒪ Unde-
feated ᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᕗᑦ ‘Rrr, I can rap rap.’ 
ᐊᓱᐊᓛᒃ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᑕᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓲᕐᓗ Drowning, 

ᔭᐃᑯᑉ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥ ᐱᙳᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐅᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐅᕘᓇ Hitmakerz 
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖓᓂ 2023 ᐱᒋᐊᓕᓵᕐᓂᖓᓂ 
ᓴᖅᑭᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ. ᐊᕐᕕᐊᓂ rapper 
ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓯᒪᕗᖅ ‘ᑐᕋᐃᒃ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ.’

ᔭᐃᑯᑉ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ 
ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖓ 
ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᐳᖅ 
ᐆᒻᒪᑎᒧᑦ 
ᐃᕐᐱᖕᓇᖅᑐᒥ 
ᐃᙱᐅᓯᓂ ᐃᓄᖕᓂ 
ᐊᓯᐅᔨᓚᐅᖅᑕᖏᓐᓂ 
ᓴᙱᔪᒥ rap 
ᓂᐱᓕᐅᕆᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ.Northern News Services

ᑐᙵᕕᖃᒐᓚᒃᑐᒥ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕇᖕᓂᐅᔪᒥ ᐊᕕᓐᓂᕐᒥ. 
ᐅᓇ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᖅ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᖅ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᔪᒥ Smile−ᒥ, 
ᖁᕕᐊᓱᒃᑐᒥ ᐃᙱᐅᓯᖅ. ᐊᔾᔨᒌᙱᕈᓘᔭᖅᑐᓂ 
ᐃᒃᐱᒍᓱᖕᓂᐅᕗᑦ.”

ᑕᒪᕐᒥᒐᓚᑦ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᓯᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑎᑑᖅᐳᖅ, 
ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᒃᑎᑐᑦ ᐃᙱᓲᖑᕗᖅ, ᓲᕐᓗ 
ᐃᓚᖓᓐᓂ Fly High−ᒥ.

ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐅᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᒥ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᕗᖅ 
ᐆᒧᖓ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖑᔪᒧᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪ ᓈᒻᒪᒃᑐᓂ 
ᐃᓗᓕᒃᓴᖓᓂ ᒪᕐᕉᒃᑲᓐᓂᕐᓄᑦ.

“ᑕᑯᔪᒪᕗᖓ ᐅᓇ ᓇᒧᙵᐅᓂᐊᕐᒥᖓᒥ 
ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐸᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᕆᒐᒃᑯ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ. “ᑕᑯᓪᓗᓂ Fly High 

ᐱᓕᕆᑦᑎᐊᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖓᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐱᐅᔪᓂ 
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓯᒪᓂᖓᓂ, ᖁᕕᐊᑉᐳᖓ ᓴᖅᑭᑎᑕᐅᓂᖓᓂ 
ᑕᒪᒃᑭᖅᑐᒥ ᓂᔾᔭᐅᑎᓕᐊᖑᔪᒥ.”

ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ ᐳᓚᕋᖃᑕᐅᓂᐊᕆᕗᖅ ᐊᑏ 
ᐊᖑᑏᑦ−ᑯᓐᓂ, ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᑦ ᑐᕌᖓᔪᒥ 
ᐃᑲᔪᕐᓂᕐᒥ ᐱᐅᓯᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᕐᒥ ᐃᓱᒪᒧᑦ 
ᐋᓐᓂᐊᖃᕐᓇᙱᑦᑐᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᓂ ᐊᖑᑎᓂ 
ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᑕᒪᑐᒪᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᖑᔪᒥ.

“ᐃᒃᐱᒋᔭᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᓐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕈᒪᕗᖓ 
ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᑲᔪᕋᓱᐊᕐᓗᖓ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᓕᒫᓐᓂ,” 
ᐅᖃᓚᐅᖅᐳᖅ ᐅᑲᑦᓯᐊᖅ.

Fly High ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᕗᖅ ᑕᒪᒃᑭᓂ ᖃᕋᓴᐅᔭᑎᒍᑦ 
ᓂᔾᔮᑎᑦᑎᓂᐅᔪᓄᑦ.

positive feedback, I’m looking forward to the 
release of my full album.”

Okatsiak will also be touring with Atii Ang-
utiit, a program devoted to helping improve 
mental health among young men in the territory 

this winter. 
“I want to express my feelings and emotions 

and to try to help as much as I can,” said Okat-
siak.

Fly High is available on all streaming platforms.
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The crowd waits for the next performer 
during entertainment night at the com-
munity hall Tuesday, Sept. 27. 

Jesse Gaw from the Canadian Northern Economic 
Development agency talks to Paul Pissuk at his booth 
Wednesday, Sept. 28. 

Mary Anne Tattuinee checks out some of the offerings in one 
of the booths on the trade show floor. 

Gaston Henry discusses his wide array of furs with two inter-
ested people in the art market. 

Gabriel Karlik from the Government of Nunavut speaks to 
the crowd during the opening keynote speeches. 

Connecting at the trade showConnecting at the trade show

The 2022 Kivalliq Trade Show brought 
together dozens of businesses and hundreds 
of people to connect, network and check 
out each other’s wares and offerings. The 
entertainment evening packed the commu-
nity hall, while everyone came out to the 
trade show floor on the last day to stuff their 
goodie bags with swag from every booth.

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

Princess Kusugak 
opens the musical 
part of the enter-
tainment evening at 
the community hall 
Tuesday, Sept. 27. 



Kivalliq News Wednesday, October 5, 2022  A7www.nnsl.com r?9o3 u iWK5

James Koomak pulls up the hood on a 
Kiluk Ltd. coat. Savannah Kaludjak models a Kiluk Ltd. 

outfit. Stewart Burnett/NNSL photo

Justin Issakiark models a sealskin top from 
Kiluk Ltd. 

Cassanda Saumik looks toward the stage 
wearing a Charlotte St. John piece. 

Shanti Dias walks 
to the runway in an 
outfit designed by 
Charlotte St. John.

James Koomak shows off a coat made by 
Nazie Darehshoripour. 

Peecee Pudlat enters the hall in a coat by 
Kiluk Ltd. 

The fashion show at the 2022 Kivalliq 
Trade Show didn’t last long, but it was a 
massive hit. Models walked the runway 
at the community hall with the audience’s 
eyes glued to the wonderful designs by 
Kivalliq seamstresses and artisans.
Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

By Stewart Burnett
Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Fashion Fashion 
show show 
stunsstuns
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wu6ymlt5 kNyst5bsoQ5.  
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